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As you know, this was the first time I used the digital statute book, Securities Law: Statutes and Regulations, in my classes.  I will use it again next year, and will also make it available to students nationwide.  To help me improve it, I would appreciate it if you could answer the following questions.  Please provide as much detail as possible.

Thank you for your willingness to participate in this survey.  You may e-mail the completed survey to me at sbradford1@unl.edu or print it and either drop it off at my office or put it in my mailbox in the Dean’s Office.

1.  Which of the following categories best describes your use of the digital securities statutes book?

A. I used only the printed statute book.

B. I used only the digital statute book.

C. I used both the digital statute book and the printed statute book.

D. I used neither the digital statute book nor the printed statute book.

Answer: 


	A
	B
	C
	D
	Total

	
	20
	4
	
	24


2.  If your answer to Question 1 was A, please describe why you chose not to use the digital statute book.

COMPLETE THE REMAINDER OF THE QUESTIONS ONLY IF YOU USED THE DIGITAL STATUTE BOOK AT LEAST PART OF THE TIME.

3.  If your answer to Question 1 was C, approximately what percentage of the time did you use the digital statute book (0-100%): _______. 

 50% x2

20% x2

4.  If your answer to Question 1 was C, please explain why you chose to use both the digital statute book and a printed statute book.

I chose to use the printed statute book because it was easier to refer to it if I was working on another document on my laptop.  I used the digital statute book primarily for copying and pasting specific sections into my notes.  I also used the digital statute book if I was reading the text without taking notes on my laptop.  In short, I found both to be helpful given the situation at the time

I like to have hard copies of things to look at, but when we go back and forth between provisions of the statute, it’s easier to look at the book for one and the computer for the other.  The highlight feature was also handy

I prefer to use printed versions when studying. I feel that pick up the material better in that format, and I am able to view the statutes and write my outline at the same time in a much more effective manner than by using split screens on the computer. However, I also liked the fact that the digital was easier to “carry around” and thus easier on my back

I used the statute book because I prefer reading things in print.

5.  Did you have any technical problems opening or using the digital statute book?  If so, please explain.

Only downloading the program; I have a MacBook Pro and my computer wouldn’t read the program because I didn’t have the necessary Adobe software installed on my computer.

No, I did not have any technical problems opening or using the digital statute book

None

Yes, I couldn’t use the Table of Contents feature on the MAC version of a PDF reader.  Once I downloaded the newest version of Adobe & then re-downloaded the Statute book, it was fine.

When opening the digital statute book, my laptop seemed to run slower than normal for over a minute or so; however, once it was completely open I didn’t experience any further problems.

Because the digital statute book is such a large file, it often caused my computer to run slowly.  This often forced me to “Force Quit” many other programs that I was attempting to run at the same time.  I could usually run both Microsoft Word and the Digital Statute Book at the same time.  However, whenver I tried to run both my digital statute book and the Internet at the same time, my internet often functioned much slower than usual
For these reasons, I am very concerned about how my computer will handle the digital textbook during the final exam.

It usually took a few minutes to open

I had no problems with the statute book. I used a program called Foxit Reader as I downloaded it to help make edits in my statute book for tax and the program worked great.

No [7 students gave this answer and nothing more for this question]

Yes, the highlight function did not work until I updated to the most recent version of Adobe Reader.\

No.  I downloaded the file and used Mac ‘Preview’ as a reader with no technical issues at all

I did not have any problems opening the file. In fact, it was nice to have the DSB on the website so I didn’t have to have my computer with me every time I was studying. All I had to do was know the website and I could open it from anywhere.

I had no technical problems

No, I found the digital statute book very easy to use

I never had any problem opening the statute book

6.  Did you have any difficulty reading or navigating within the digital statue book?  If so, please explain.

No [8 students gave this answer and nothing more for this question]

In general, it took some time to become familiar with navigating within the digital statute book.

I found it at times was cumbersome to switch between sections. For example if I was reading in the Securities Act and then wanted to look at the corresponding rules, it was difficult to go back and forth. Especially if the section was one that was very long. Scrolling through 5 or 6 pages to get to the precise subsection was difficult. Having the collapsible table to jump between sections was very helpful. It would be even more helpful if it added one more lawyer to include subsections. The ability to create your own bookmarks would be helpful. I think some versions of adobe let you, but the version I had did not.

I also had trouble knowing where in the statute I was. I could click on the section in the table pane on the left, and that would take me to the beginning of whatever section or rule I had selected, but I ran into trouble when I began scrolling down. I would lose track of the subsections. If I were looking for (a)(36), I sometimes did not know if I had not scrolled down far enough or if I went too far. It can be difficult to follow the subsections with their indentations. Another example of this is when you have a 3(b)(2)(A), and the next section has either a 3(C)(2)(A). If you scroll past the 3(c) part by accident, on some sections, you won't know that you are reading the wrong subsection until it is too late.

None

Some of the paragraph structures were off for a couple of the statutes, making them a little more difficult to read.  Otherwise no.  It might be good to have a running header for the statutes that go on forever.  Sometimes it was hard to tell where you were at in the statute on the really long ones

I did not have any difficulty navigating through the digital statute book

The only difficulty I had was that, again, because the digital statute book is such a large file, it often took a while for my digital statute book to load and/or to process my commands.  This was problematic during class, at times, because the file wasn’t fast enough to keep up with the pace of your questions during class

It took me a few minutes to figure out the whole layout of the book, but once I got it figured out, it was relatively easy to navigate

I found it difficult to navigate the statute book in class.  If there is a way to bookmark the regs, I am not tech savvy enough to have figured it out.  I basically had difficulty going from one statute to the other.  I still have not figured out how to do this quickly.

Not much difficulty at all.  Only one minor reading difficulty: Lack of indentions or other means to differentiate separate code annotations (sometimes if a statute was subdivided into A, B, and C, it was harder at a glance to get a feel for all parts of the statute or follow previous language from above.

I had no problem navigating in the statute book because it was bookmarked very extensively. I did however have some problem reading some of the sections. The formatting seemed to be off a little. For example: in the Investment Company Act Section 2(a)(3) definition of Affiliated Person there are further subsections A-F, but the subsection D is formatted farther to the left than the provision 2(a)(3) itself. I would find myself thinking that this was a whole other provision and not a continuation of 2a3. There were a few other examples of this in the statute book but I cannot quite remember where they are.

Sometimes it was hard for me to find a statute or rule because it would begin at the bottom of the page and was thus cut off on my screen.  I would click the section number using the bookmarks navigation and then would not see the section because it would below my where the page was cut off due to my screen and the default page size.  This was less of a problem once I was used to using the document

This may or may not be an issue for everyone, but I was annoyed by how slow it takes to scroll down and find a subsection within a particular section if that section is particularly long.   Because of the size of the file, it’s impossible to just use the mouse to try to manually move the scroll bar a tad to get to the subsection you want.  Perhaps there isn’t a solution other than using additional bookmarks or taking out portions of the Acts that we don’t cover to reduce its size

No, using the bookmarks within Acrobat was very easy

No – the bookmarks are a life saver

The only difficulty was using the bookmarks. At times it was difficult to see which set of statutes you were in and collapsing that list to access another set of statues.

I never had any difficulty navigating within the digital statue book.

7.  Did you have any difficulty highlighting or annotating the digital statute book?  If so, please explain.

No [12 students gave this answer and nothing more for this question]

Adobe reader tended to be somewhat difficult to use. I will list a couple of examples. If I selected a section of text that I wanted to highlight, I would do so, then right click and select highlight. Often it would take two or more attempts before I could get the exact section I intended to be highlighted. The auto select would sometimes include more or less text then I desired. A second problem I had is if I already had some text highlighted but I wanted to highlight or underline text nearby, the auto select would include the text already highlighted and complicate the process. I began trying to use the annotating features of boxes with arrows, and boxes without arrows. If I tried doing this during class, it would take too long and I would miss want was discussed next. It took too long to get it just right and make it useful. I wish you could just point and click and type in a faster method. I would try and make a text box and the adobe reader was often delayed in its response to my clicks of the mouse. It became frustrating, so I stopped using the annotating features, although I still used the highlighting features.

It was somewhat difficult to underline a word that had already been highlighted. The text box would appear unless you put the pointer in the exact location to underline.

I didn’t try it.  I typed my comments in my notes

I did not experience any problems

I did not attempt to highlight or annotate in the digital statute book.  I take all of my notes in a separate Microsoft Word document

I did have some problems highlighting. I have to admit I didn’t quite figure it out the first time you explained it in class so I only highlighted that one day. Every time I opened the saved copy of the DSB I had on my computer, after I highlighted that one time, it would then open with the bookmarks open that I had the one time I highlighted it. This was not a big concern at all to me though. If I would have figured out how to highlight correctly I am sure this would not have happened.

Not really

I tried early on to highlight and annotate, but I ended up being overwhelmed by the number of things to highlight and annotate and by the lack of any real system on my part for it all to make sense or be organized.  I know a bit about using Adobe, but not much past the basics.  Future classes could probably benefit from a half day demonstration of the most useful features of Adobe early on in the semester

No, but I don’t really annotate, so I never tried that.

No.  I appreciated having the ability to take notes directly in the statute during class.

I was unable to highlight or annotate because I have the older version of adobe.

8.  Did you prefer the digital statute book to printed statute books you have used in other classes?

Typically I like using printed statute books because it is easier for me to highlight and markup.  However, I liked using the digital statute book for this class because of the control find key as it was taking too much time navigating my way through the printed statute version the first week of class.

For the purposes of classroom discussion, I preferred using the printed statute book. It is easier to flip between sections, write exactly what you want in the margins, with highlighting and arrows. Further, having multiple screens (class notes, reading notes, and statute book) can make things more complicated, although I think most students would adapt. If adobe reader were more user friendly, I think I would always use the digital statute book

Yes, however for exam purposes it may be difficult to switch from one window to the next continuously. I’m not sure if the exam4 window can be resized to a smaller one.

Yes [8 students gave this answer and nothing more for this question]
Yes.  The only other one I’ve used was for the Federal Tax Code

I think the printed statute books I’ve used in other classes are easier to use because the table of contents more clearly laid out where I could find specific material, and I didn’t have to worry about the time it took my computer to load the program and then process my commands

Yes!!  I much preferred it.  It was so much easier to use than flipping through a book.

Definitely

I am more comfortable with “hard copy,” but the price of the digital statute book was right.

Yes, quite a bit.

Yes, very much. It is easier to navigate and quicker to search. I also liked the price, free

Yes for a few reasons: 
1.  Free 

  2.  Easily maneuverable (clicking rather than flipping)

  3.  Easily transportable/no bulky book to lug

  4.  I can cut and paste to another document with ease

  5.  I can’t even read my handwriting sometimes—so typed comment boxes on the statute itself is handy.

  6.  I can print out the specific portions we talked about, with my highlighting instead of carrying in a 1000-page statute book to an exam.

Digital statute books have great promise and with someone who knows how to use all the features of adobe to make note taking organized and make sense, it would be tremendously advantageous over printed statute books.  For me however, it was probably a wash.  The ability to use Control F to find a particular word or the bookmarks to find a particular Act, Section, or Rule quickly though is great.

No, not necessarily

I use the two for separate reasons, so they are probably equally nice to have.

I did prefer the digital statute book. With it I had less to carry and it was easier to navigate & make notations in

I preferred the statute book because I could underline and annotate. If I had the newer version of abode I may have stayed with the digital version.

9.  What aspects of the digital statute book did you find most appealing?

Control find as well as the table of contents

I enjoyed not having to purchase a book. It made copying text from the statute book to my notes quicker and easier

The ability to highlight, underline and add text was extremely beneficial. I was able to modify the statute as we were discussing it and could cut and paste the definitions of words right onto the word itself using the text box.

The table of contents- rather than having to flip through pages to find the right statute section

The ability to cut & paste specific sections as well as the ability to make notes/highlight/etc.

I appreciate that you made it available to us free of cost.
I also enjoy having it available electronically because the “Find” function on my computer (Control F) allows me to search for specific words. That is usually how I found a specific rule.

The price was right!  It was relatively easy to navigate, much quicker than a book, it wasn’t a “used” version like I would normally get stuck with if I bought the book, so I didn’t have to deal with someone else’s comments and highlighting.  I also liked that I could make quick notes on the text.

The ability to quickly navigate from one section to another was the most appealing part to me. And the fact that it was free

Not having to carry around a huge statute book all day

It is nice not to have to carry around a large statute book

The ability to navigate directly to a particular section from the toolbar; the ability to highlight and annotate it.

1.  Quick reference/navigation 

2.  Didn’t have to carry around a physical book 

3.  Improved pace of class lectures 

The price and navigation were really the best parts of using the DSB. 

See answer to question 8 [reprinted below]

Yes for a few reasons: 
1.  Free 

  2.  Easily maneuverable (clicking rather than flipping)

  3.  Easily transportable/no bulky book to lug

  4.  I can cut and paste to another document with ease

  5.  I can’t even read my handwriting sometimes—so typed comment boxes on the statute itself is handy.

  6.  I can print out the specific portions we talked about, with my highlighting instead of carrying in a 1000-page statute book to an exam.

I liked not having to carry (or buy) a statute book.  I also liked that it was relatively quick to get to a statute or rule and that it was easier to use for outlining because I could have it up on my screen next to my outline document.

Everything.  Highlighting, Easy access to information, and note taking function

See above [Digital statute books have great promise and with someone who knows how to use all the features of adobe to make note taking organized and make sense, it would be tremendously advantageous over printed statute books.  For me however, it was probably a wash.  The ability to use Control F to find a particular word or the bookmarks to find a particular Act, Section, or Rule quickly though is great.]

The bookmarks made it easy to go to the exact subsection of any statute we were talking about. It was much better than thumbing through pages

The highlight feature

First, that I didn’t have to drag another massive tome around from one class to another.

Second, since I’m already taking class notes on computer, it’s easier to stay focused on the screen instead of switching back and forth between screen and hardcopy.

Third, the digital version is easier and simpler to edit. All my notes are readable, the underlining straight and uniform, the highlighting doesn’t bleed through. Makes later review much simpler. 

Fourth, the digital version is easier to navigate. The bookmarks feature means no more frantic flipping through pages.

Finally, it’s better for the environment. We’ve been reading about the paperless revolution for years, it’s time it arrived.

It was convenient, since I didn’t have to haul a big statute book with me to class.  I also liked being able to search within the statutes

It was more convenient

Ease of note taking.

It was easier to move through the sections.

10.  What aspects of the digital statute book did you find least appealing?

I was happy with the digital statute book.

The least appealing part of the digital statute book was trying to jump between sections. In particular, trying to go from subsection to a new section and subsection was difficult.

Nothing really except for when a section (i.e., definition section for ICA) had numerous subsections.

Nothing- once I figured out how to get the table of contents working ( (before that- trying to find the right section)

Overall, I did not find any aspect that was not appealing.  I think that any limitation is due to the constraints of my laptop – both processing speed as well as screen size

The amount of material was daunting, and it also made my computer run slowly

It would have been nice to have been able to identify certain sections (like definitions) for quick reference.  Sometimes it got cumbersome having to scroll all the way up or down the bookmarks while I was trying to keep up in class.  I really wanted to be able to do something quick, like Edit-Find a code section easily.

Can’t make notes w/in the statute like a book. The sticky notes were ok, but it’s a whole lot easier just to write your notes in the corresponding section

Bookmarking the statutes we focused on.

No complaints

1.
When combined with digital text, made screen space tight.  (But still manageable)

2.
Lack of indentions or other means to differentiate separate code annotations (sometimes if a statute was subdivided into A, B, and C, it was harder at a glance to get a feel for all parts of the statute or follow previous language from above.

In class it took longer to flip from one section to another. In other classes when I had a hard copy of a statute book I would tag the pages to certain provisions I used a lot and I was not able to do this with the digital copy.

The only thing I wish I could do would be to cut/delete portions, not being used for the final.  The bookmarks help, but there are just portions of the statute we didn’t cover and I’d like the ability to reduce any sort of time looking for stuff as much as possible.  I’d want to be able to create a “final version (short)” and keep the full version for future reference

It is sometimes harder for me to carefully read through dense text when it is on a computer screen, but the ability to annotate made that easier.

It was great.  No complaints

See above [Digital statute books have great promise and with someone who knows how to use all the features of adobe to make note taking organized and make sense, it would be tremendously advantageous over printed statute books.  For me however, it was probably a wash.  The ability to use Control F to find a particular word or the bookmarks to find a particular Act, Section, or Rule quickly though is great.]

Reading the statutes on a computer can get a little hard on the eyes

I don’t know if there’s a “Search” function, but if there isn’t, one of those would be nice

Only that you have to have your computer out and open to use it. No quick references if the computer isn’t already on

Sometimes it took my computer awhile to open the statute file, since it’s so large.  I was behind a few times in class because I would accidentally close the file or my computer would freeze, but that’s most likely a problem with my computer rather than the file

I don’t learn/digest information very well off of a computer screen

Just navigating the bookmarks

11.  If you had to choose again between using the digital statute book and a printed statute book, would you make the same choice?

Yes [12 students gave this answer and nothing more for this question]
I would first try and get a cheap copy of the statute book, then I would go to the digital statute book. Lastly I would buy a new copy if it was my last resort.

I would likely make the same choice; however, I should also note that I received my printed statute book for free so if I had to pay full price for the printed version, I may only go with the digital statute book

Probably yes, because the digital statute book is free.  However, if I have technical difficulties with the digital statute book while taking the final exam, that will change my opinion in a hurry

Yes, I would definitely take the digital book

Yes, I would prefer to have a digital statute book in all classes compared to a hard copy.

I would use the digital version again.

I’d still go digital, but try to spend time early on figuring out a system for note taking and sticking to it.

Yes, I’d use both again

Yes. For most law students, school revolves around their laptop. It makes sense to put more stuff like statutes in digital form

Yes, I would use both of them again

Yes.  I am normally prefer having hard copies but I liked this digital statute book since we could mark it up. It was especially helpful in a course that focuses on statutes

I would have used the printed throughout the semester but that may because I don’t have the newer version of abode.

12.  What suggestions do you have to improve the digital statute book?

Making it “Mac-friendly” for the purpose of downloading.

Perhaps in the bookmark tab include subsections for sections with more than ____

Perhaps, as suggested above, a header when a statute spill over onto multiple pages.  It was hard to tell sometimes what subsection of what subsection of the statute section you were in if it was a really long one.

No suggestions

Try to shorten it a bit by taking out some material that likely isn’t necessary.

Nothing other than 10 above.

If there is any way to add hyper links in the text of some of the sections it would make it even more convenient. Like in the language of 5b which talks about conforming to the requirements of section 10—you could be able to click on the text section 10 and go right there. It is a small thing, but it would be a nice feature.

I wish there was some sort of way to tab within the index the important parts of the statute (like you saw when we turned in our Bus Associations statute books).  Without that ability, it makes it important to have a proper flowchart

Review it for typographical errors.  I saw a few

None

My only suggestion has to do with the formatting errors it had with the subsections. This made it hard to read the provisions sometimes. It is the problem I described above.

See answer to question 10, but I’m sure there was probably a reason the security settings were set so as to prevent modification—to prevent accidental deletions/statements on finals that “my statute book doesn’t have §5 of the Securities Act so it doesn’t exist?”

I believe Adobe allows internal hyperlinks, so it would be really helpful to have a linked complete table of contents at the very beginning of the document.  I think that would allow for faster navigation than the bookmark navigation.  

None

See above [Digital statute books have great promise and with someone who knows how to use all the features of adobe to make note taking organized and make sense, it would be tremendously advantageous over printed statute books.  For me however, it was probably a wash.  The ability to use Control F to find a particular word or the bookmarks to find a particular Act, Section, or Rule quickly though is great.  I’d still go digital, but try to spend time early on figuring out a system for note taking and sticking to it.]

None

The “search” function; other than that, I thought it was good

Is it possible to divide the book into two or three files?  That would be helpful for those of us whose computers are slower

13.  Please provide any additional comments here.

During the Securities Brokers exam, I knew what statutes to go to, and I had already highlighted them. So this eliminated scrolling past them and ending up somewhere else. I knew all the quirks already, so using it on the exam worked well for me

I liked that you didn’t have to lug around a big statute book.  And the cost was reasonable (
No additional comments

I appreciate that efforts you made to put together the digital statute book, and that you offered it to your students free of charge.

Great option for students and practicing lawyers.  I would definitely use it in the future

I thought the digital statute book was the way to go, and I think future students would be very grateful for this option.

It was great.  Thank you

I appreciate the effort to try something new and different.  PDFs offer a number of advantages over printed materials, not the least of which is cost.  

Might note that there’s a freeware pdf application called Foxit Reader that has all the functionality but less bloat than Adobe Reader. I’ve had zero problems with it. It also opens much faster than Abobe does.

Again, I thought the digital statute book was great overall. I usually prefer having hard copies but the ability to interact with the digital book made it easy to get your comments down while looking at the statute.  Thanks for letting us use it!

Should recommend to future students that if they have the older version of adobe (i.e., cannot annotate or highlight) to use the printed statute book.

