TLC separation of TAGs
Let tank equilibrate for about 30 minutes with buffer and a sheet of chromatography paper:

Measure separately and add to TLC tank:  

Heptane 
70 ml

Ethyl ether 
30 ml

Acetic acid
1 ml

This gives heptanes:ethylether:acetone 70:30:1.

Use a 10 x 20 silica 50 plate for each sample

Using 50 ul capillary pipets, spot sample in a line across the bottom of the plate.

Develop  plate in :ethylether:acetic acid 70:30:1.

TAG makes a wavy line on the plate (will be in the middle of the plate) that you can see without developing with iodine.

Can run soybean TAG as a standard

Scrape bands into glass tube containing 5 mls MeOH:ChCL3:H20 (100:50:40).

Invert or use Nutator to mix. Spin in clinical centrifuge to sediment silica.

Transfer supernatant to new glass tube.  

Add 1.7 ml chloroform and 1.7 ml water.

Shake.  Spin to partition aqueous and non-aqueous phases.

Transfer lower layer (nonaqueous) to new tube.

Dry under N2.

Dissolve in 6:1 chloroform:methanol  (500 ul for seeds with abundant TAGs, less if TAG band is light)

