October GSA Committee Reports
Executive Committee Report - Chair Laura Lynch
Executive Committee Meetings:  The Executive Committee met this month to continue progress on many of our current initiatives.  We also made plans for Open Access Week, the RSO Fair (Oct 12) to help publicize GSA, the Student Organization Representation Council meeting (Oct 13), our contribution to the University’s Sustainability report, the NAGPS Conference, as well as the upcoming LA meeting.  We’ll report on these events as they happen to keep you up to date.  Here is what did happen this month though:
Open Access:  This month has been pretty busy on the open access front!  I met with David Freese, Academic Committee chair for ASUN, to introduce him to Open Access.  In turn, David wrote two resolutions that were passed by ASUN the following meeting.  Those resolutions show ASUN support of the Right to Research Coalition and show ASUN suppose for Open Access Week.  This is a big achievement and unifies the university on the issue.  Now, Open Access is an issue not only supported by the Faculty Senate and the GSA, but also by ASUN.   Since then, David and I have met with Associate Dean of Libraries Elaine Westbrooks and the three of us are making plans for Open Access Week (October 18-24).  Keep your eyes out for more information on OA Week to pass along to those graduate students in your departments!
Student Advisory Board Meeting:  ASUN VP Jamie Dick organized a meeting for all college student advisory board presidents.  As GSA does serve as a student advisory board for the Graduate College, we attended.  Each President shared the concerns of issues their colleges were facing.  We received some interesting ideas that we are going to look into.  Most notably, many colleges seem to have a t-shirt, but the Graduate College does not.  The college of journalism and mass communication sells t-shirts to raise money for their student advisory board.  I brought this to the executive committee and we have decided to look into this as a possibility for GSA.
Vice Chancellor for Research and Economic Development Meeting: Emile and I met with Vice Chancellor Prem Paul this past month to bring him up to speed on what GSA is doing and get his guidance on creating campus-wide travel grants for graduate students to attend academic conferences.  He suggested we try meeting with Senior Vice Chancellor Ellen Wiessinger about the issue to encourage the University to find alumni funding for this matter.  Emile is currently gathering information on each department’s funds for graduate student travel grants and, once that research is complete, we’ll set up a meeting with the Dr. Wiessinger.
Faculty Senate Meeting:  This past week, Emile, Sylvia, and I met with the Faculty Senate Executive Committee to share our goals for this year.  The FS Executive Committee was extremely helpful and brought about some great ideas for us!  They are interested in seeing us approach the Board of Regents to make the GSA a recognized student government like ASUN.  This would be a huge accomplishment for GSA and something the Executive Committee is going to discuss.
Facebook:  We’ve created a new Facebook Page for GSA!  Previously, we had a Facebook Group where students had to belong to the UNL Network to join.  To allow for everyone to follow what the GSA is up to and hear about our events, we therefore made a global page where anyone can follow us!  We encourage everyone to join our page and help us publicize it!  The name of our facebook page is:
University of Nebraksa - Lincoln Graduate Student Association (UNL-GSA)
Do a search for it on facebook and be sure to join!
LA Representation:  Assuming the election goes well on Tuesday, all of our campus representative seats will be full!  We still have a few departmental seats open, which I’ve listed below:

Accountancy
Art & Art History
Biological Systems Engineering
Child, Youth & Family Studies
Civil and Environmental Engineering
Electrical Engineering
Engineering Mechanics
Industrial & Management Systems Engineering
Legal Studies
Nutrition & Health Sciences
Physics & Astronomy
Special Ed & Communication Disorders
Survey & Research Methodology
Textiles, Clothing & Design


If you know anyone in these departments that might want to get involved, please let us know!  Aleks is currently working with our campus representative to deliver letters to the graduate chairs expressing the need for representation on GSA.  
University Committees:We are please to announce that more committees are using the GSA to find graduate student representatives.  This past month, Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs Juan Franco contacted me looking for members of the University Judicial Board Appeal’s Committee (we appointed 3 graduate students!) and GSA is currently looking for members of the Library’s Graduate Student Advisory Board for Associate Dean of Libraries Elaine Westbrooks.

Academic Affairs – LJ McElravy
1. Campus Wellness Referendum
· Resolution
1. MyRed Transition
· Will work with Graduate Studies and Registration and Records to see how graduate students can help with input
1. Key Card Access for Music Graduate students
· Will coordinate with music department to understand their current policies
1. Student Fees
3. Comprehensive plan
· Going to work on educating the committee on the student fee structure at UNL
· Devise a comprehensive plan to address many of the current problems graduate students have with student fees, some of the specific issues will include education, transparency, and structure
3. Engineering academic fees
· Work with Engineering department to understand what these fees pay for
· Work with other student groups as needed
3. International student fee
· Investigate the $150 increase this year
1. Open Access Textbooks
4. Investigate process, learn how we can encourage Open Access Textbooks on our campus
4. Find other student groups who would be willing to work on this issue
1. Alternative Teaching Opportunities
5. Work with Graduate Studies to centralize Alternative Teaching Opportunities so graduate students know what opportunities are available

Constitution/Elections – Eric Montgomery 
Our first amendment to the GSA constitution was passed unanimously.  Two more campus reps were elected.
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Diversity – Ashley Barnett
The Diversity Committee met on Tuesday, October 5th from 6:00 to 7:30 pm at Ashley Barnett’s house.  The members present were: Ashley Barnett (chair), Libier Isas, Chris Nycz, Maegan Stevens-Liska, Joana Chan, Anh Do, and Stephanie Kennedy.  Leslie Martinez and Ela Celikbas were unable to attend.  The agenda was as follows:

· Introductions
· Explanation of the Diversity Committee’s role in the GSA
· Goals for the 2010-2011 academic year continued from 2009-2010:
· Website/calendar/events list
· Securing Native American tribal/national flags for commencement
· Advertizing/forwarding/attending events
· Increasing awareness of various campus groups about the Diversity Committee and GSA in general
· Brainstorming new goals for the 2010-2011 academic year
At the meeting, we discussed quite a few things to do, both in the next month and in the long term.  I noted that I need to forward the link for joining the GSA list serve to all members.  Maegan mentioned that we may be able to use the “Community Events” listing from the union in order to stay on top of the many diverse events that occur there.  Returning members Anh, Stephanie, and I noted that we have talked about using that in the past.  In order to continue increasing the number of tribal flags at commencement, we decided to contact UNITE (again) to try and determine what flags we need for this year’s ceremonies (as we feel it will be most appropriate for us to begin collecting flags that represent currently enrolled students).  Chris volunteered to contact UNITE.    
Joana pointed out an issue she has heard about that involves international graduate students.  She explained to us that the Office of International Affairs in not popular with international grad students.  We discussed what might be the reasons behind this, and realized we need more information about what the office is, what it does, and what it is supposed to do.  Maegan volunteered to research the duties of the Office of International Affairs and report back next month.
The committee agreed that we should attempt to increase international graduate student involvement in GSA activities.  We discussed the ways we might go about getting international graduate students involved in GSA and how to make them aware of the Diversity Committee and what we do as an organization and a committee.  The committee agreed we will probably be most successful if we reach out to international grad students when they first arrive at UNL.  We agreed to look into making appearances at the orientation for new international grad students, as well as to have some sort of event (aimed at new international grad students) within the first week of each semester.  We may also be able to reach out to new students via the weeklong workshop that international TAs attend before each semester begins. 
The committee once again expressed an interest in obtaining its own email address, separate from that of GSA.  Currently, anyone who wishes to contact the Diversity Committee must send and email to the GSA address and place “Attn Diversity Committee” in the subject line.  We agreed that this has not been successful, and we feel we would get more students to contact us directly if we had our own email address.
Following the email address discussion, the committee also expressed interest in creating some sort of protocol that students could use to determine who they can contact for various needs.  We brainstormed that a “flow chart” or diagram that could be available on our website might be very helpful.  We would also like to develop an interactive map or GIS that could be available on the website which would help new students navigate Lincoln more easily.  I recommended that we consider asking a Geography graduate student who is specializing in GIS to volunteer their services (in exchange for a line on their CV) to help the committee create the final product.   Joana volunteered to contact Parking & Transit to see if they have any information, maps, GIS, etc. to which we may be able to link.  
Before adjourning the meeting, we agreed to make an effort to schedule November’s meeting at a time when Ela Celikbas could attend, since she lives in Lawrence, KS, and is in town only a few days each week.
The next afternoon (Wednesday, October 6th), I met with Ela at the Coffee House to fill her in on the previous night’s committee meeting.  She also expressed her concern with the Office of International Affairs, as she had attempted to contact them before she came to UNL and received little or no help.  Ela provided me with valuable insights into her experiences when she first arrived in Lincoln.  She agreed that the website needs to get up and running before the spring semester begins, so that new grad students will have information about grocery stores, places of worship, community groups, etc. upon their arrival in Lincoln.  
I will be emailing the website information out to the committee members next week so that we can update the information.  We hope to have the data to Aleks by the time we meet in November, so that the website will be active before classes begin in January.

Respectfully submitted,
Ashley Barnett
Diversity Committee Chair

Finance Committee – Bethany Murray
I’ve scheduled a meeting with John Parish, director of the University Bookstore, for Tuesday, October 12.  In the meeting, we hope to address a possible new partnership for our book drive (instead of Better World Books) and a graduate student T-shirt. 

Graduate Student Appreciation Week – Ashley Krause
GSAW will officially be held the week of April 4-8, 2011. Planning will begin soon!  We are still looking for one or two committee members, so please let e-mail me if you are interested.

Quality of Life – Eric Hunt
We had our first QoL meeting this past Tuesday and we discussed the eight items on our agenda:  Paper recycling in departments, family and medical leave act, graduate student designation on N-Cards, graduate student bill of rights and responsibilities, parking and transportation, library closings on game days, childcare for graduate students, and legal services for graduate students. We should have a recycling resolution at the November meeting. We also have delegated responsibilities for the other items and I hope we can get a lot done this year.

Social Events – Katie Cook Wilson
September was packed with events. The professional development seminar wasn’t packed, but received excellent reviews. The next seminar for November is underway, and we hope to have a larger audience. The BBQ was a success (a HUGE thanks to Alexs for putting it all together and hosting it for the committee!) *and* under budget. So far no one has signed up for the scavenger hunt or submitted any materials. It’s open to LA reps and exec chairs… so if you are interested….
October’s events are: Fall Fest on October 16th at Roca Berry Farms. Discussed discounted admission with a representative; they are giving us the discount group rate even if we don’t all show up together. We advertised our presence from 12-5.
October’s ethics meeting is the 25th and will be on responsible research- a very timely subject given the new requirements in coursework for graduate students.
We are also working on better communication. There have been some problems recently in getting our events advertised through next@nebraska and on the events calendar. Though anyone can submit (and our events have being submitted the first of the month,) they are not always published, and it is not clear why. This was not an issue this month, at least not with the events calendar.
