UNL GSA February Committee Reports
Executive Committee – Chair Laura Lynch
As you know, we elected three new members to the executive committee at the January meeting:  Emile Salame (Vice Chair of GSAW), Aleksandra Stein (Vice Chair of Representation), and Katie Cook Wilson (Vice Chair of Social Events).  Congrats again to these new officers!  Aleksandra is now in charge of our listserv’s, website, and the diversity committee, Katie is in charge of the social events committee, and emile is (still) in charge of GSAW.  If you have any suggestions for any of our new officers as they take on these new endeavors, let us know!
The Executive Committee decided it would be a great way to publicize graduate student issues around our campus by holding a debate for the upcoming ASUN elections.  We will be sponsoring the first of three debates before the elections on March 3.  Ours is scheduled for next Tuesday, February 16 at 5:30pm in the City Campus Union Auditorium.  We are currently looking for ideas on debate format and questions.  If you would like to submit your input, please do!!
This month, with the help of Clarissa Steele (current ASUN Senator and GSA Representative for Survey Research & Methodology), GSA has made several additional strides to alert ASUN of graduate student issues.  At tonight’s meeting, we will have the chair of CFA brief us on our student fees and answer questions about how they effect graduate students.  Also, Leslie Martinez and I will be giving a presentation to ASUN on the graduate student survey we took along with our GSA goals- highlighting concerns with ASUN and concerns ASUN can help us address.  I will also be meeting Ryan Fette in the coming week, another ASUN senator, about our GSA goals and what ASUN can do to help us achieve them.
This month we also put an end to the finances surrounding the NAGPS conference.  After several discussions between GSA, the Office of Graduate Studies and NAGPS (much to the thanks of Tareq, our Vice Chair of External Affairs and the new NAGPS International Student Concerns Chair), we contributed roughly $600 to the conference (of our $1000 budgeted amount).  After all was said and done, there was no money leftover from registration fees, so we will not be receiving any money back.




Social Events Committee – Chair Katie Cook-Wilson
The Social Events Committee has been proverbially running around like mad for the past month (read: sending emails back and forth without end) making some exciting things happen. 

Our first success of the calendar year was the Ethics Brown Bag Lunch/Seminar on Facebook, Privacy, and Whistle-blowing that we co-sponsored with the Ethics Center and Steve Swartzer. There were roughly 20 people in attendance, which we considered a success given the short-notice advertisement. We are following up with another seminar on Intellectual Property and Post-Graduate Publication to be held (hopefully in the same place) on Monday, February 22nd from 12:30-1:30. 

This week (2/1-2/5) was our week of recreation center classes, hosted on both the City and East campuses. We offered two aerobics classes and two Yoga classes. No word yet on how these events were attended, but we did receive several e-mails and RSVPs to the Facebook site of people intending to go.

The last event that we planned for February is a free ice-skating night at the Ice Box at the Fairgrounds. So far we have 26 confirmed RSVPs and 15 "maybes". We will be paying for graduate students' skate rentals as well as providing hot beverages. This event has been posted to the UNL events calendar and is pending publication in the upcoming Nformation email. 

Though we have not yet discussed a formal sponsored event open to all graduate students for March, we have started a discussion thread on the UNL-GSA Facebook page encouraging students to communicate and organize themselves for road trips, concerts, and other events. So far, no one has participated. 

We have discussed sponsoring a GSA-LA team (or a few) for the Relay for Life on March 27th from 6pm to 6am in the Cook pavilions.  

The Social Events Committee has offered to sponsor one of the events for Graduate Student Appreciation week. We will be offering coupons to graduate students who come to "Crappy Beer Night" at Buzzard Billy's on Thursday, April 15th.

Also for April, the social events committee will be presenting information on "The Big Event", a day of volunteering, at our February GSA-LA meeting. 








Finance Committee – Chair Shannon Cummins
 
The Finance Committee reports that the book drive packing was a stupendous success, resulting in 20+ boxes of pre-scanned books being sent to the Better World Books processing facility.  We expect a check for these books to arrive within the next six weeks, until then, we won't know how much we've earned for the GSA.  The remaining "un-sendable" books were offered to multiple charities across town including the Lincoln City Libraries, the State Penitentiary Library, and Literacy Lincoln.  Remaining books were recycled via the UNL recycling program.  The GSA office is now clear of books and ready for the spring book drive.  If anyone would like to participate in the spring book drive by "caring for" a bin in their building on campus, please email Shannon at smcummins@gmail.com. 

GSAW Committee Report – Chair Emile Salame

Tentative Schedule:

	Monday, April 12
	Tuesday, April 13
	Wednesday, April 14
	Thursday, April 15
	Friday, April 16

	CITY CAMPUS
	EAST CAMPUS
	EAST CAMPUS (?)
	CITY CAMUS (quad)
	CITY CAMPUS 
(rec center)

	
	Bowling
	Karaoke – multi-cultural
	Olympics
	Massage Classes

	Speech (entertainment; given by graduate student?
	Outdoor games (bocce, beanbag toss, etc.)(or indoor - video games)
	Talent show (bands, singing groups? Invite graduate students to perform from music department?)
	Crappy Beer Thursday (Social Events sponsored)
	Funny photos (hire undergraduate photography major?)

	Post Doc. Anecdotes
	Snacks (popcorn, chips)
	Award ceremony
Cash Bar?
	 
	 Ethics Seminar

	sweets/coffee/tea (ask ASUN to co-sponsor?)
	 
Board game night 
6-11
	
 7-11
	 
	 






Diversity Committee – Chair Aleksandra Stein
Fall semester saw us at just under half of the departments with LA Department reps.  Of the 57 departments 44 of them are now represented, which is just over 75% of the departments.  Half-way to our goal of 100% representation!  

Don't celebrate too soon, though; we still need reps for the 14 remaining departments (listed below).  If you know someone from these departments who might like to be involved with the GSA, please connect us to them or vice-versa.  All of the empty departments (except Legal Studies) are on City Campus--so if you/your classes are in proximity to any of these departments, please let us know so we can set you to (very fun & easy) work!

Accountancy, Architecture, Art & Art History, Chemistry, Child Youth & Family Studies, Civil and Environmental Engineering, Engineering Mechanics, Industrial & Management Systems Engineering, Legal Studies, Physics & Astronomy, Special Ed & Communications Disorders, Teaching Learning & Teacher Education, and Theater Arts
Elections Committee – Chair Eric Hunt
The Elections Committee has been working diligently to ensure the LA had sufficient knowledge of the nominations period and upcoming elections on February 9. The nominations period for the LA ended last Friday, February 5 and there were a few self nominations from the LA. Several current Executive officers have chosen to run again for the 2010-2011 academic year, including Laura Lynch (Chair), Emile Salame (Vice-Chair of Internal Affairs), Tareq Tawaiha (Vice-Chair of External Affairs), Aleksandra Stein (Vice-Chair of Representation), Katie Cook Wilson (Vice-Chair of Social Events. The Elections Committee has made other nominations  to ensure each position will be filled. Results of the February election will be published in the March Committee Report.
