UNL GSA January Committee Reports
Executive Committee Report – Chair Laura Lynch
· By the end of last semester, we were down to 15 open seats for representatives, putting us at the 75% representation mark!  Congrats to everyone who has been helping to find people for those open spots!  The departments still needing representatives are:
· Accountancy
· Agricultural Leadership, Education and Communication
· Anthropology
· Architecture
· Art & Art History
· Chemistry
· Child, Youth & Family Servies
· Civil and Environmental Engineering
· Enginnering Mechanics
· Industrial ^ Management Systems Engineering
· Legal Studies
· Physics & Astronomy
· Special Ed & Communication Disorders
· Theater Arts
· Vet & Biomedical Sciences

If you know any graduate students from these departments, get them involved in GSA!!  One of my major goals for this academic year was to try and get involvement from as many departments as possible and sustaining that involvement.  Although we are well on our way in the couple months this initiative has been active, we still have far to go.

· I spoke at the Graduate Commencement ceremony this past December and was able to witness GSA advocacy in action.  Last year we asked that masters students have more recognition during the commencement ceremonies as it the practice for masters students to enter stage two at a time and receive their diplomas with no recognition.  This past December, masters students walked on stage one at a time to receive their diplomas and the names of all masters students scrolled on the screen above us.

· You may have heard there has been a changeover in administration.  Ellen Weissinger has temporarily left the position of Dean of Graduate Studies to become the interim Senior Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs.  In her place, Kimberly Espy (who was the Associate Vice Chancellor of Research) has stepped up to fill the position of Dean of Graduate Studies, while still proceeding with many of the duties of her old position.  Laurie Bellows (Associate Dean of Graduate Studies) has now taken on much of the daily duties of Dean of Graduate Studies.  How does that affect the GSA?  Until a permanent Dean of Graduate Studies has been selected once again (which could take several years), the GSA will be working with Michelle Howell Smith in the Office of Graduate Studies.  Michelle has worked with us from the beginning and was our major facilitator for the NAGPS Conference.  

· As the spring semester is now underway, the Executive Committee decided it would be better to continue our second Tuesday of the month at 6pm meetings, rather than changing them (as was the hope at our December meeting).  However, we plan to have an LA vote the best day/time either at the end of this semester or during the summer for next years meetings.  

· Although there currently is no Social Events Committee Chair, the executive committee urged the two candidates for VC of Public Relations (Katie Cook Wilson and Aleksandra Stein) to brainstorm some ideas for social events this coming semester.  They are currently working toward creating monthly ethics seminars and some sort of rec center event for the last week of January.  Stay tuned for more information!

Academic Affairs Committee Report – Chair Ryan Lowry

No Report 

Constitution Committee Report – Chair Eric Hunt

The Constitution Committee has been working on revising the GSA Constitution.

Diversity Committee Report – Chair Ashley Barnett

No Report 

Elections Committee Report – Chair Eric Hunt

The Election Committee has not met yet this year. We will probably do that soon though, especially if we can hold officer elections next month.  

Finance Committee Report – Chair Shannon Cummins

The finance committee, with the help of the LA, will be scanning and boxing books for the fall 2009 book drive tonight, Tuesday, January 19.  Upon shipping, this will conclude the fall book drive and the committee will begin preparing for the spring book drive.   

GSAW Committee Report – Chair Emile Salame

The GSAW committee did meet on Thursday, December 3, 2009. Aleksandra and Emile were present. Another meeting was scheduled for Monday December 7 to meet with Casey and has been canceled due to the weather conditions. The email of Sylvia doesn’t seem to be the correct one as she was not able to receive any email.

During the meeting, we went through the events that were organized during the past two years. We have discussed some ideas like adding the best GSA award in addition to the best Graduate Student and Best Faculty awards. The speaker was still an issue but we decided to give ourselves more time to figure an interesting speaker. Concerning sports events we discussed having relay races/mini-Olympics. Massages, short lessons given by the massage therapist, facials or manicures from college of hair design, an art therapy session--express yourself and de-stress…were discussed.
Photography stuff:  face cut-outs or dress-up wigs, masks, glasses, etc. 
BBQ on East Campus with games like beanbag toss, horseshoes, and "campus night life party"
Celebrations at Yiayia's or starlight/buzzard Billy’s or El Potrero
Checking if any other department graduate student organizations want to participate, and will check if we can have a band, a theater group or a choral group and why not, a GRAD STUDENT TALENT SHOW?

We will check if the outdoor rec center can organize an event for us.   We might promote the events on craigslist and we will look for additional sponsorship from Chipotle, Doozy’s and Planet Sub.  Thanks a lot for reading and if you have any additional ideas/suggestions, please feel free to email them to emile_jsalame@hotmail.com

Quality of Life Committee Report – Chair OPEN

No Report 

Social Events Committee Report – Chair OPEN

No Report 

