UNL GSA March Committee Reports

Executive Committee
The Executive Committee has been busy planning what the rest of the semester holds as well as taking several meetings to meet some of our goals.
 
-  I spoke with several people in Student Involvement in an attempt to find the feasibility of having two separate Nformation Bulletin emails sent weekly to students:  one for undergrad students and one for graduate students.  It turns out that University Communications and Student Affairs will soon be making a focus group to address this issue (as well as all communications to students).  The GSA (and in particular me) are officially on the list to be in the focus group.  
 
-  Shannon Cummins met with Shelley Zaborowski, the associate executive director of the Alumni Association and head of the Alumni Advisory council, to discuss possible funding sources for campus-level travel and research grants.  Shelley will take the issue to the next Alumni Advisory council meeting and report back to us afterward.
 
-The Executive Committee has decided that we should try and focus GSA's attention on the rest of the year on the following ventures:
        - Extending grad student fee deferment to fellowship recipients
        - Working with the Department of Music to allow key card access to all grad students
        - Support Career Development (via UNL Career Services or an outside website such as Interfolio or inDegree.com)
        - Getting permission to write an annual GSA newsletter (to be sent out at the beginning of each school year) to let all grad students know what GSA is, what we've done and hope to do, upcoming social events, our webpage and facebook group, and how to sign up for our listserve.
        - Working on getting more representative for this year and retaining those represented departments next year
 
- As many of you are aware, Emile Salame will be going to the regional NAGPS/Big XII conference in a couple weeks to represent UNL and to go on a fact-finding mission.  The Executive Committee voted to use the rest of the NAGPS conference money to fund Emile for this NAGPS conference.  Emile will be speaking with the other Big XII schools (along with any other NAGPS school he gets a chance to speak to) about student fee structures, family and medical leave policies, and other issues on our campus to see how they have handled them.





Finance Committee
No update on the finance committee, other than we should receive the check from Better World Books for our fall drive soon, totaling just under $400.  We will begin work on the spring drive soon. 
Elections Committee
The Elections Committee has ballots prepared for Tuesday's election.
Social Events Committee
The Social events committee was very pleased with the turnout at this past month’s ice skating event. Though they ran out of rental skates in most sizes, only 38 or so students took advantage of the free rentals that we offered.  The snacks were also a hit, as many of the students (who had to wait for rental skates for almost an hour) took advantage of its proximity to the line for rentals. As an added bonus, the committee has bought a 40-cup capacity coffee urn (good for heating up plain water too) for the GSA to use.  If anyone is interested in using it for an event, see someone on the committee. 
We have had some interest on the “Relay for Life” Facebook page, but so far no one has come forward for the $10 entry fee, so it is unclear whether anyone is actually going to participate from the GSA. There has also been considerable interest in participation in “The Big Event”.
Our March event will be the last Friday of the month, the 26th, from 1-3 pm at Ivanna Cone in the Haymarket. The first 50 graduate students will receive $1 off any treat. We will also be bringing art supplies for students to use while they eat. So far about 16 people have RSVPed “yes” and 19 “maybe”.
We are still a “go” for hosting the Buzzard Billy’s event during GSAW. The first 40 students through the door (who are also graduate students) will receive a $4 coupon towards food. We have worked with Kim at Buzzard Billy’s in the past, and she has arranged for the money to go only towards food to minimize liability.
Graduate Student Appreciation Week Committee
We had our last meeting on Tuesday March 2, 2010 and we finalized the schedule of events!

