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INl Costa Rica

University of Costa Rica

At a glance...

Site:
University of Costa Rica

WWW Home Pages:
www.studyabroad.ku.edu

Location:
San José, Costa Rica

Language of Instruction:
Spanish

Subjects:

Agronomy, architecture, business,
dentistry, economics, education, engi
neering, fine arts, humanities,
journalism, law, medicine, sciences,
social sciences, social work

Credits:
Transferable to UNL. Transcript from
University of Kansas

Housing:
Family stays

Program Length:
Academic year or semester

Program Dates:
First Semester: mid January-July
Second Semester: July-December

Approximate Costs (2006-2007)
Program costs/semester:$7,300
Program costs/year: $14,300

Eligibility:
Undergraduate; Graduate

Application Deadline:

Spring semester: Rolling up to Oct. 1

Fall semester/Academic year: rolling
up to March 1

Contact:

International Affairs

420 University Terrace

P.O. Box 880682

Lincoln, NE 68588-0682
(402) 472-5358

Email: iaffairs@unl.edu
Website: www.unl.edu/iaffairs

Costa Rica is Central America’s jewel.
-- Lonely Planet

The University Community

The University of Costa Rica (Ciudad
Universitaria Facio) was founded in 1843. Al-
though originallylocated in Santo Tomas, it was
re-established with nine colleges in the capital
city of San Jose in March, 1941. With a student
body of around 39,000 students, the University
now has eleven colleges, including a college of
medicine which was opened in 1961. Located on
asprawling, green campus, the university's build-
ings are modern and new.

SanJoseisabustling, modern city of almost
amillion people, whose buildings reflect both
the best of twentieth century architecture and
the Spanish colonial style. The cultural, politi-
cal, and business center of Costa Rica, San Jose
is situated in the Meseta Central. The city’s
urban vibrance combines pleasingly with the
occasional farmer making his way slowly through
traffic with the striking, hand-painted oxcart
thathaslongbeen a Costa Rica trademark. Just
outside of the city limits are pine groves, water-
falls, streams, and rocky gorges.

Costa Ricaisrecognized as the most stable of
all Latin American countries. Politically, it is
among the more democratic nationsin the hemi-
sphere. Its tropical location produces a great
quantity of ecological life zones and a staggering
variety of plants and animals. The Atlantic and
Pacific beaches, the magnificent volcanoes, and
the rain forests are easily accessible to curious
visitors.

Courses of Study

A full range of subject areas is available to partici-
pants in the study abroad program at the Univer-
sity of Costa Rica, as are ample research facilities
in all fields on the new and modern campus.
Faculties include agronomy, architecture, busi-
ness, dentistry, economics, education, engineer-
ing, fine arts, journalism, all traditional liberal
arts and sciences departments, law, medicine, mi-
crobiology, pharmacy, and social work. In addi-
tion, an independent study program is available
for well-qualified students. Research facilities in-
clude the Office of Tropical Studies field stations,
the Inter-American Agricultural Institute at
Turrialba, the National Archives, and the Insti-

tute of Central American Studies.

Living Arrangements

Like many European universities, the University
of Costa Rica has no dormitories. Costa Rican
students generally live in pensiones (rented
rooms) or with host families, and commute by
bus orbyfoot to the university. Program partici-
pantsare usuallyrequired tolive withahost Costa
Rican family, which provides one of the best
meanstoimprovelanguage proficiency and helps
to immerse the student in the daily life of Costa
Rica. Most Costa Ricans who make homes for
UNL students have been housing American stu-
dents for years. These families have been carefully
selected and therefore are accustomed to and
ready to help with the adjustments American
students have to make in another country. After
the first semester has been completed, students
may, with university approval, seek independent
housing in a pension.

Duration

Before each semester, new students in the pro-
gram participate in a mandatory four-week ori-
entation taught by professors from the Univer-
sity of Costa Rica. The first semester of the aca-
demic year begins in late February and goes into
July; the second semester is from late July to De-
cember.

Type of Program

The University of Costa Rica program is co-spon-
sored by UNL and the University of Kansas. The
University of Kansas administers the program and
makes the final selection of participants. The
University of Kansas (known in Costa Rica as
“Grupo de Kansas”) provides on-site advisors at
the University of Costa Rica for participating
American students. Students remain eligible for
regular financial aid; some scholarships may also
be applied to the program. Credits earned on the
program are transferable to UNL upon return by
University of Kansas transcript.
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Still have questions?

What does International
Affairs Do?

The University of Nebraska-Lincoln is
committed to fostering international
competence and respect for different
perspectives. Many of UNL’s faculty have
national and international reputations and
have formed strong linkages with scholars
and institutions around the world. Through
International Affairs, UNL brings these
resources to bear on the challenges of
preparing you for life and work in a rapidly
changing and increasingly interdependent
world.

To enhance your total educational
experience, stop in at UNL's International
Affairs Office and discover the many
programs we coordinate overseas. Our staff
is dedicated to finding just the right
program that will fit your style and apply
toward your graduation at UNL. And you
will gain the unique experience of educa-
tion through the eyes and ears of another
culture.
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Am | Eligible to Apply?

Any UNLstudent, sophomore through graduate
level, is eligible to apply. Students must have
completed a minimum of 30 semester hours of
course work by the time the program begins, and
must have a 3.0 GPA. Spanish proficiency is
required -- the equivalent of 19 semester hours of
college-level Spanish, with a 3.0 average.

When Should | Apply?
Fall Semester deadline: March 1
Spring Semester deadline: October 1

In addition to Form A (bio-data), students
should submit the KU application formavailable
from:

http://www.studyabroad.ku.edu/~osa/applica-
tions/app_sjo.pdf

How Much will it Cost?

Program cost for 2006-2007 $7,300 semester
and the academic year program is $14,300(esti-
mated). This includes instructional costs, room
and board for the academic period, orientation,
group activities and field trips, partial health
insurance, and student visa. Not included are
transportation (group flight option), books, and
personal expenses.

What About Transportation?
A list of suggestions for student discounted air-
fare is available from International Affairs.

What else will | need?

Passport pictures; passportand visainformation;
books and materials about living, traveling, and
workingabroad are available in the International
Affairsresource center at 420 University Terrace;
472-5358.

Can | Get More Information?
Complete course descriptions, more program
information, and general books about Costa Rica
areavailablein the International Affairsresource
center at 420 University Terrace, P.O. Box
880682, Lincoln, NE 68588-0682; 402/472-
5358.

The University of Nebraska — Lincoln does not discriminate based on
gender, age, disability, race, color, religion, marital status, veteran’s status,

national or ethnic origin, or sexual orientation.

Academics: Students should request the name
of the faculty adviser from International Affairs
for discussing general academic information
about study in Costa Rica and at the University
of CostaRica. Students should also discuss study
plans with their regular academicadvisers. advi-
sor in the in the Department of Modern Lan-
guages and Literature. Students should also dis-
cuss study plans with their regular academic
advisers.

Financial Aid:

For information about applying your financial
aid to study abroad programs, contact Caroline
Routh, (402) 472-2030, in the UNL Office of
Scholarships and Financial Aid.

Administrative Details:

For applications and details about studying
abroad, transferring credit, etc., see additional
handout materials or contact a study abroad
advisor at International Affairs, 420 University
Terrace; 472-5358.

Related Programs:

Additional UNL programsin Costa Ricainclude
UCR-San Ramon and Universidad Nacional
Autonoma de Heredia (ISEP) and Veritas Uni-
versity in San Jose (ISA). Many other programs
in Spanish are offered in other Latin American
countries and Spain.
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