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Upto and including 2005 sites
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Cows and Fish Process Elements

Mission

Awareness
Team Building
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Partnerships are needed both within organizations and agencies, but also within community and producer groups.
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Cows and Fish Process Elements

Mission

Awareness

Tool Building

Team Building
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Tools are really options and alternatives for management, allowing producers to consider ‘What is in the realm of the possible?’









Riparian Management
-outsmarting a cow
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1996 Callum Creek Holding field
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1996 control (holding field) Callum Ck
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1996 deferred field Callum Ck















Cows and Fish Process Elements

Mission

Awareness

Community
Based Action

Tool Building

Team Building
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Community-based action is about the group taking action, and leading the decision-making process along the way.  They identify the issues, determine what needs to be done, who will do what, and how they will tackle the issues in their area.  Agencies and organizations provide technical expertise and guidance, but recognize, for long-term success to occur, they must be in the background, letting the local landowners take the lead.









Watershed Approach 
(MD’s and Community Groups)

• Awareness and Education 
– mailouts and advertising
– workshops, more demos
– door-to-door

• Watershed Condition
– riparian health survey + mapping

• On Ranch Planning
– demo site development











Mission

Cows and Fish Process Elements

Awareness

Community
Based Action

Tool Building

Team Building

Monitoring
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Our process, has made us successful.  Following an approach that recognizes people need to understand the reasons why first, before they can take action, and letting them drive that process, is key.





Adopted New/ Changed Management Practices

58% of respondents 
adopted new 
riparian 
management or 
changed 
management as a 
direct result of 
contact with Cows 
and Fish staff.

ADOPTED / CHANGED MANAGEMENT  
n=193 

58%

42% 

Yes  n=111 

No or N/A  n=82 



Adopted New/ Changed Management Practices 
BY ROLE  n=193 
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Also n=6 Misc role (83% said yes of those 6)

Agency input is based on their observation of landowner actions
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Todd Ck 1978 [T18 Fisheries sampling] GRAZCOV0005
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Todd Ck 1994





















“The real substance of conservation 
[stewardship] lies not in the physical projects 
of government, but in the mental processes of 
citizens…all the acts of government, in short, 
are of slight importance to conservation except 
as they affect the acts and thoughts of 
citizens.”

Aldo Leopold 1937

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“We end, I think, at what might be called the standard paradox of the twentieth century:  our tools are better than we are, and grow better faster than we do.  They suffice to crack the atom, to command the tides.  But they do not suffice for the oldest tasks in human history:  to live on a piece of land without spoiling it.” 

“ A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability and beauty of the biotic community.  It is wrong when it tends otherwise.”  

A. Leopold 1949:  A Sand County Almanac









Contact us: 
www.cowsandfish.org 

Lorne Fitch, Provincial Riparian Specialist 403-382-4358 
lfitch@cowsandfish.org 

Norine Ambrose, Program Manager 403-381-5538 
nambrose@cowsandfish.org

Cows and Fish Partners and Members:
Alberta Beef Producers
Trout Unlimited Canada
Canadian Cattlemen’s Association 
Alberta Sustainable Resource Development
Alberta Agriculture, Food and Rural Development
Alberta Environment
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration-Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
Alberta Conservation Association
Landowners and Community Groups
Funding Associates:  AESA
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