PINE SAWFLIES—Neodiprion spp.

HOSTS: Ponderosa, Scotch, Austrian, and
jack pines

IDENTIFICATION, LIFE CYCLE,
AND DAMAGE: Sawfly larvae have eight pairs

of prolegs and vary in color from grayish- to yellowish-
green. Some species have one or more longitudinal
stripes. Mature larvae may reach 18 to 25 mm in
length. Adult sawflies resemble small bees.

The life cycle and number of generations varies
with the sawfly species. Information on the life cycle
of a specific species can be obtained from your coun-
ty agent. Most species overwinter as pupae or pre-
pupae, a few as eggs. In spring larvae usually feed in
groups on needles, starting at the needle tip. Older lar-
vae feed singly or in pairs, but usually on the same
branch as other larvae. The larvae of most species
drop to the ground, spin cocoons, and pupate in the
soil. All larvae rear up in a characteristic “s”-shape
when disturbed.

Some species characteristically feed on young
needles, others on old needles, and still others on both
young and old needles. Species that feed only on old
or young needles weaken trees and slow their growth,
while species that feed on both young and old needles
may kill severely damaged trees.

CONTROL: spray needles with carbaryl
when sawfly larvae first appear in May, June or July.
Commercially formulated virus preparations can be
used to kill some species. Natural enemies frequently
are important in ending outbreaks.
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