OAK GALLS

CECIDOMYIIDAE and CYNIPIDAE; OAK-

APPLE GALL—Amphibolips confluenta

HOST: 0ak

IDENTIFICATION, LIFE CYCLE,
AND DAMAGE: Information on the identity,

life cycle, and control of most of these wasps is
sketchy. Numerous species of cecidomyiid and
cynipid wasps cause the formation of galls on the
leaves, leafstalks, and stems of oaks. Oak-apple galls,
which are found on midribs and petioles of leaves, are
typical. They are caused by several species of very
small wasps, the most common being A. confluenta.

Life cycles of these insects probably involve alter-
nate generations on different parts of the oak. In
spring, oak-apple galls are spherical, green, and vary
from 12 to 50 mm in diameter. A single white, legless,
wasp larva can be found in the center of the gall, sur-
rounded by a hard capsule which in turn is surround-
ed by a spongy mass. As the gall matures the spongy
mass dries into fibres and the shell becomes light
brown, thin, and papery.

Although leaf, leafstalk, and stem galls are com-
mon and sometimes unsightly, most do not seriously
damage the host.

CONTROL: Natural controls are generally
adequate. Galls in small trees should be pruned and
destroyed while they are still green to reduce further
infestation. Spraying of insecticides is not recom-
mended because damage is aesthetic, galls do not
seriously damage the tree, and application of insec-
ticides is poorly defined.
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