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CONCLUSION

Ecobelts as described in this chapter are not yel a reality. However, various compo-
nents and applications of the concepl are practiced in a number of U.S. communities.
What we recommend is bringing these pieces of the puzzle together into a pleasing
picture for the future, one that will help to meet the needs of both rural and urban cit-
izens (Figure 16.5). The multiple-use ecobelts or linear areas through a community
or connecting a community with nearby recreational areas outside its boundaries (see
Afterword) are important, yet the most useful application of the concept comes at the
interface between farming and urban residences.

The authors propose that the we-they mentality currently existing at the interface
because of the many aforementioned conllicts can be converted into a consensus on land
use and ownership that benefits people on both sides of the boundary. This will require
the dedication of careful atiention and considerable energy to a planning process thal

Ecobelts: Reconnecting the Landscape

FIGURE 16.5 Ecobelts: reconnecting the landscape
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builds ownership of and identity with the program, and thus a lasting commitment to
implementation of the plans. Location and design will require compromise, a difficult
result to achieve in a culture so dedicated to individual needs and perceived desires as
well as the feeling of independence that comes with ownership of land. Perhaps the best
approach is to identify more successful models already in place across the country, and
to use these as demonstration sites showing what is possible. This approach has been
successful in selling the concept of bike trails through rural areas, where farmers and
ranchers have often been opposed to the program until they have leamed from other
places that this can be successful and positive for them and for society.

The multiple functions of woody plantings have been realized in conservation
plantings and other multiple-use areas in the rural landscape. They also are well-
recognized as an integral part of our parks and recreation areas. It will be useful to
bridge these already-accepted applications of buffer strips and tree plantings into the
new concept of ecobelts. These areas can provide an effective barrier for solving
some of the obvious problems at the rural-urban interface. They also can serve as a
habitat for wildlife, a sink for carbon and a filter for undesirable materials moving
from farm to community and vice versa, and a source of both recreation and limited
economic activity. The educational benefits ol learning from both farms and wooded
areas adjacent to the city are difficult to quantify but important to establishing con-
nections for the next generation of urban youth. For all these reasons, the authors con-
sider ecobelts to be a viable concept for the future, one that will provide immense
benefits for the co-owners and management of the areas while resolving conflicts
between rural and urban people.
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17 Afterword: An Optimistic
Future Scenario

Charles A. Francis

Inspired by Jackson, 1980; Piercy, 1976; and Thayer. 1994,
Setting: Lincoln, Nebraska,
A Saturday in late July, Year 2020.

“C’mon dad! If we wait much later it’s gonna be too hot and the fish won’t bite.”
Julie Thompson wheeled her 24-speed bike out of the shed. She had just finished
lubricating the chain and hubs with soybean-based oil and bicycle grease and wiping
down the frame with cloth made from milkweed, a perennial crop grown nearby.

“Don’t forget the sandwiches and fishing gear. And be sure 1o get our bike hel-
mets. Tell mom we're leaving. I'm just turning this last compost pile.” Julie's dad,
Brook, works with the regional office of State Farm Insurance, but today he’s the 10-
year-old’s biking companion, and he’s anxious to be outdoors. For now, the lush gar-
den with ripening tomatoes and snap beans on tree-branch supports will be left
behind. More mulching of vegetables can wait until later.

Their bikes roll down the path past butternut squash and green melon plants that
replaced all the grass in their backyard. Protected by young trees and berry strips,
these vegetables have given the family fresh produce and reintroduced Julie and her
older brother Tim to the connections between food and environment. It's helped them
discover some new roots!

“Bye Charlie,” calls Julie to their resident cardinal who lives in the shrubs that
line their lot. A complex mix of native shrubs and trees, these plantings shade the
house and provide berries and cover for birds and small mammals. even right in the
city ol Lincoln. Their bikes turn onto the common path that goes through Tierra Park
and gives access to a city network of trails that reach parks. schools, and the city cen-
ter, never having to cross a city street. .

Heading west on the bike trail, the bikers found the air o be cool, mainly because
of the ncarly closed tree canopy that shaded the path. “These trees were planted
before you were born, Julie. Now you can cnjoy them!” Brook called ahead to his
daughter. As they rode along the level path, converted from an old railroad right-of-
way, rabbits and squirrels darted across their route.

“Where do all these animals build their nests?" asked Julie. “I can see the
squirrel nests up in the cottonwoods, but how about the rabbits, the possums, even
the skunks?” She was mystified when these creatures appeared each spring, even
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