






GARDENING WITH WILDFLOWERS







Why use prairie plants?

ÅAbility to thrive despite Great Plains 

weather extremes and soil types

ÅA prairie garden requires little if any 

supplemental irrigation once established

ÅPrairie plants resist insect pests and 

disease.

ÅProvide critical habitat for local wildlife















Disadvantages of Prairie Gardens

ÅA prairie landscape can look overgrown 

and weedy to the public

ÅPrairie landscapes require very large lot 

sizes or large estates to provide benefit

ÅConverting to a prairie garden is costly

ÅPlants are slow to establish and weed 

control is a problem



If you grow prairie plants, donôté

ÅDesign your prairie garden with an 

automatic irrigation system.

ÅMulch too deep. Provide a light 1-2ò layer

ÅSpace plants too far apart

ÅMix prairie plants that arenôt adapted to 

your site



If you grow prairie plants, doé

ÅPlan on starting small and keep it simple

ÅPlant your garden with at least 50% prairie 

grasses

ÅEnrich the soil in the planting zone with 

topsoil, rich with humus and oxygen.

ÅCopy a prairie model using the same kind 

of soil and topography as your own site

ÅMatch the plant to the habitat!





ÅGreatPlants Display 

Garden










