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There is No Place Like Nebraska 
By Captain Jeffrey Whiting 

P 
eople are frequently surprised to 

find that there is a Naval ROTC 

unit in Nebraska.  Conventional 

wisdom would suppose that in a 

Midwestern, land locked state recruiting for 

naval officers would be counter productive.  

Yet not only is the Navy able to find excel-

lent candidates in Nebraska and from other 

states that want to train in Nebraska, the indi-

viduals who are commissioned by the UNL 

NROTC unit have proven to be excellent ca-

reer officers.  This is demonstrated by the 

five admirals currently serving on active duty 

that are alumni of our program.  (The Gover-

nor and the University recognized them at 

the Military Appreciation Weekend on 4 and 

5 November.) 

The admirals emphasized that their 

success was due to many of the intangibles 

that they learned as midshipmen: decision 

making, leadership, loyalty, confidence, and 

Honor, Courage and Commitment.  We con-

tinue to teach these intangibles and are still 

producing Ensigns and 2nd Lieutenants who 

will excel in the fleet.  I wonder how many 

will reach Flag or General officer rank thirty 

years from now? 

We currently have 58 midshipmen in 

the battalion and have strengthened our re-

cruiting efforts through battalion and staff 

engagement.  As we see budget cuts looming 

on the horizon, we want to increase the size 

of the battalion.  UNL is an excellent school 

that is very inexpensive when compared to 

other schools that are awarded NROTC 

scholarships.  We want to become a school 

of choice that has an economical advantage 

as scholarship dollars are awarded; we can 

graduate and commission more and better 

officers for a smaller capital investment for 

the Navy.  The priority therefore is to recruit 

and retain. 

As we train midshipmen for commis-

sioning, we prioritize aca-

demic success.   Navy and 

Marine Corps advisors 

maintain close contact 

with midshipmen to help 

keep school, battalion, and 

life in balance.  This is 

particularly important be-

cause a small academic 

problem can quickly 

snowball into difficulties (Continued on page 2) 
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Itôs Husker Football season again!  More im-

portantly, the season marks the completion of yet another 

successful semester for the Nationôs finest NROTC Bat-

talion!  Unlike Husker football, we WON our Champion-

shipðCommanderôs Cup!  (I should stop, before I get 

reported to ñB1G Red.ò) 

Many of you have endured my rants regarding the role 

that ñrelationshipsò play in effective leadership.  I contin-

ue to emphasize ñrelationshipsò not only as a critical ele-

ment in your success as junior officers, but also as the cornerstone of 

your personal experience throughout your career.  RDML Filipowski 

echoed this sentiment during his visit to our Unit as part of the ROTC 

Alumni weekend: RDML Filipowski stressed the importance of building 

enduring ñrelationships,ò and having ñfun.ò  Sage remarks from a suc-

cessful NROTC Nebraska alum. 

Speaking of seasons: ótis the traveling season as well.  As such, 

please implement personal ORM plans, take care of yourself and your 

Shipmate (fellow Marine), and make good decisions over the holiday 

break (after you crush your Final Exams). 

As always, itôs a pleasure to serve with the finest future officers in 

the Nation! Merry Christmas!   Happy New Year! Ooh-Rah! Go NAVY! 

Go B1G Red 
By Commander Kevin Wesley 

(Continued from page 1) 

that significantly impact all three.  

The key to our successful advising 

is effective communication fostered 

in an environment of accountability 

without fear.  Most of the conse-

quences for bad decisions come 

about naturally; advisors try to 

make these potential outcomes ap-

parent when they can still be avoid-

ed.  Our upper class students have 

taken these messages to heart and 

are excelling academically. As they 

mentor our underclass students, we 

expect to see rapidly improving 

performance without so much need 

to experience natural consequences.  

We all know that experience is the 

best teacher.  It is my expectation 

that the experiences the NROTC 

staff guide the UNL midshipmen 

through will have prepared them to 

be outstanding junior officers with 

potential to succeed just as five oth-

er distinguished graduates from 

1977 to 1982 have done. 
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 My time with this battalion has been eventful, to say the least.  I 

remember my time as a freshman, incredibly nervous about the prospect 

of coming to a new state and  unfamiliar university. I 

admit, orientation week was fairly intimidating, how-

ever I formed strong and  lasting friendships.  It 

seemed like no time at all that I grew to love the Husk-

ers, this  University, and most of all, this battalion and 

its outstanding people. 

 The years flew by and I was selected as      

Battalion Commander, a prospect that was extremely 

exciting; I could not wait to give back to the battalion 

that developed me into the person I am today.  This past semester has 

been both nerve-racking and exhilarating.  The expectations were high 

and I knew that I had an enormous task at hand; to lead a battalion full of 

leaders. Luckily, my staff consisted of some of the brightest men and 

women in the country.  

 I have closely observed the growth of these young men and wom-

en, and I am immensely impressed. Our midshipmen have           partici-

pated in many community events, continuing this battalionôs strong tradi-

tion of community betterment. Parents, be proud of your sons and daugh-

ters, they are Americaôs finest and have proven that there truly can be 

another ñgreatest generation.ò  Midshipmen, keep up the fine work you 

are doing.  You are the forefront of this great countryôs   military; you are 

the difference makers in a world filled with complacency.  I am proud to 

have served you, and I know you all will grow to do great things.  And 

finally, to my fellow seniors; stay the course.  Continue to work hard in 

your final semester, you have almost reached the finish line.  Congratula-

tions on all of your accomplishments; the Fleet is lucky to have you join-

ing its ranks. 

A Leader of Leaders 
By Midshipman 1/C Whitted 
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There is No Place Like Nebraska 
By Midshipman 2/C Boland 

 On November 5th, the 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

was honored to have four notable 

alumni in attendance at the Ne-

braska v. Northwestern game. 

Rear Admirals Filipowski, Wat-

ters, McAneny, and Lewis served 

as the game day sentinels. Not in 

attendance was Rear Admiral 

Franken, but he was recognized 

all the same. 

Right: RDML 

Watters throws 

up the bones in 

true Husker 

fashion. 

Above: RDML Filipowski was accom-

panied by his wife and two sons, both 

of whom went to UNL. 

 

Right: The admirals were recognized 

before over 80,000 spectators. 
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Midshipmen in Action 
Campus and Community Involvement 

Below: Midshipman Holdcroft uses the ship 

simulator in navigation class. 

Right:  

Midshipman 

Glendenning 

leads a joint 

color guard. 

Right: The NROTC unit posts the colors 

at the Nebraska v. Northwestern game. 

Below: Midshipmen Davis and Svoboda, P. are 

all smiles after they learn about STDs and sexual 

health. 

(Continued on pages 6-7) 
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Right: Midshipman Svoboda, 

Cleaveland, Walter, and 

Wolken pose for a picture with 

midshipmen from Kansas  

University at the Blue Angels  

air show in Lincoln, NE. 

Left: Midshipman Tom-

linson models a full body 

wetsuit before sail train-

ing. 

Right: Midshipman 

Brown is inspected by 

Midshipman Whitted. 

Left: Bravo Company stands at 

parade rest at the Prisoner of War 

and Missing in Action           Cer-

emony. 

(Contiued from page 5) 
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Right: Gunnery Sergeant Aguilar 

leads a joint color guard with 

Midshipmen Brown, Essay, and 

Mar and also Air Force and   

Army cadets.  

Left: Midshipman Davis 

works the dance floor at 

the Navy and Marine Corps 

Birthday Ball. 

Above: Midshipman Chanlynn 

prepares to clean the rifle range. 

 

Left: Red Lightning is a training 

evolution exclusive to the Marine 

Option students, like Midshipman        

Meharg.  


