--Material for 5b describes ongoing outreach activities of the University –

· College of Fine & Performing Arts

· The Nebraska Young Artist Award program this year involved 77 students from more than 40 Nebraska high schools who were selected to participate in a day-long series of activities.  These gifted and talented 11th graders take tours of UNL’s arts facilities, sit in on classes, and meet students and faculty in the Hixson-Lied College of  Fine and Performing Arts.  Parents are invited to accompany the students and receive information on careers in the arts and the curricula available in the college.  

· The Annual International Thespian Festival attracts about 2,500 high school students and hundreds of sponsors to the UNL campus.  The young actors and their chaperones represent some of the best and most highly motivated theatrical talent in the U.S. and abroad.  The students, aged 12 and older, participate with school groups and clubs or individually in performances, workshops, main-stage productions, training sessions and competitions.  The students live in UNL residence halls and the programs use the faculties of the Hixson-Lied College of Fine and Performing Arts and the Nebraska Union. 

· Annual Meeting of the Nebraska Music Educators (NMEA) is hosted each year by the School of Music and the College.  This meeting brings music teachers and K-12 music students from all over the state to campus for three days each November.  In addition to numerous sessions and workshops for music teachers, this meeting is the venue for the annual performances of all of the Nebraska All State performing Groups from all levels in the schools.

· Arts Instruction for 4-H Students, in which selected UNL undergraduate and graduate students in music, art, and theatre, provide instruction in their respective disciplines to upper elementary and middle school aged youngsters through the statewide 4-H camp program each summer.  This is a collaborative program with the Cooperative Extension Division in the College of Agricultural Science and Natural Resources.

· Workshops and Clinics in Art, Music, Theatre, and Film (over 100 various) are conducted by faculty in the Hixson-Lied College of Fine and Performing Arts in the Lincoln Public Schools and in other K-12 Schools throughout the state each year.  In addition, middle and high school students are brought to campus for at least a dozen specialized music events annually, to include Winter Winds Festival, Clarifest, Flute Day, Double Reed Day, UNL String Project, Middle School Band Camp, High School Marching Band Camp, High School Show Choir Camp, High School Mixed Choral Festival, High School Men's Choral Festival, High School 
Women's Choral Festival, and Midwest Show Choir Cup Invitational.
Hixson-Lied College of Fine and Performing Arts

Performances/Outreach

Spring/Summer 2005

(January-August 2005)

Hixson-Lied College of Fine and Performing Arts

Events (6):

Geske Lecture:  Felicia Londré (included a lecture on campus and a presentation at Lincoln High School)

Celebration of Graduate Student Work

Alumni Recital

Honors Day Dinner

Nebraska Young Artist Awards

Arts Are Basic Summer Workshop for Teachers

Department of Art and Art History

Exhibitions (7):


“Doug Ross Retrospective:  Painting, Sculpture, Drawing”


“A Special Exhibition Celebrating MEDICI’s 10th Year”


“Annual Undergraduate Exhibition”


MFA Thesis Exhibitions I, II and III


BFA Capstone Exhibition

Other Events (1):


American Archaeological Institute Lecture:  Ann Steiner

Faculty Off-Campus (6):


Dana Fritz, participated in a two-person exhibition at the Community College



of Southern Nevada Art Gallery in Las Vegas and a three-person



exhibition at the Marxhausen Gallery at Concordia College in Seward. 


Michael Hoff, Research Presentation in Turkey on his Rough Cilicia Project.

Aaron Holz, Presentation at Lake George Art Project and had three paintings



selected for exhibition at MPG Contemporary in Boston. He also had



two paintings exhibited in Scope New York through RARE Gallery



in Manhattan.


Liz Ingraham, “Skins” Theatrical performance based on her artwork at La MaMa



Theatre in New York City.

Karen Kunc, Presentation at the Southern Graphics International Conference



in Washington, D.C.


Pete Pinnell, Presentation at the National Council on Education for the Ceramics



Arts Conference in Baltimore.

Johnny Carson School of Theatre and Film

University Theatre (2):


“Much Ado About Nothing”


“The Voice of the Prairie”

Theatrix (2):


“The Baby Dance”


“The Illusion”

Nebraska Repertory Theatre (4):


“Androcles and the Lion”


“Resident Alien”


“Bus Stop”


Special Tuesday Performances (staged readings and cabaret) July 19 and 26



and Aug. 2

School of Music

Faculty Concerts (10):


Albie Micklich, bassoon, with Nicole Narboni, piano


Karen Becker, cello, with Ann Chang-Barnes, piano


Clark Potter, viola


Paul Haar, saxophone


David Neely, violin


Rusty White, double bass


Kate Butler, mezzo-soprano


April Fool’s Day Recital


Moran Woodwind Quintet


University of Nebraska Brass Quintet

Student Ensembles (14):


Opera:  “The Gondoliers”


Jazz Ensembles I & II (2)


Wind Ensemble


Collegiate Choir and Concert Choir


Symphonic Band


Student Composers Concert


Brass Chamber Ensembles


Spring Dance Concert “Smorgasbord of Dance”


Campus Bands


Percussion Ensemble


Orchestra/Opera Highlights Concert


Wind Ensemble and Symphonic Band 125th Anniversary Celebration


Choral Gala


Piano Chamber Music

Individual Student Recitals (53)

Other Concerts and Events (22):


Winter Winds and Percussion Festival 

An Evening with Cole Porter

Audition Days (Jan. 21, Jan. 22, Feb. 26 and March 26)

Arts Entrepreneurship Day

Double Reed Day

Heartland of America Band

Friends of Opera Gala “An Evening in Spain”

Mixed Choral Festival and Concert

Guest Artist:  Karl Kraber, flute, with Ann Chang-Barnes, piano

Women’s Choral Festival and Concert

Whitman Sesquicentennial Conference with UNL Symphony


and University Singers

Flute Day and Concert

Guest Artist:  Hannah Lang, flute, with Peter Hewitt, piano

UNL Organ Conference

Clarifest and Concert (for Clarinets)

American Liszt Society Spring Festival 2005 (included gala

piano recital, “Via Crucis” performance, and “Christus”           peformance with the UNL Symphony and Choirs)


UNL String Project Concert


Middle School Band Camp


High School Band Camp


Chamber Music Institute


Meadowlark Music Festival


Nebraska Show Choir Camp


Faculty Off-Campus (17):


Scott Anderson, Performances with Heartland of America Band, New



Music Agency, Lincoln Symphony Orchestra and Minnesota



Orchestra.


John Bailey, Conducted the International Flute Orchestra on tour in China.

Diane Barger, Presented Master Classes for the Austin Chamber Music Society in Texas

Paul Barnes, served as Adjudicator in piano for the Seattle Young Artists


Competition at the University of Washington School of Music.

Peter Bouffard, Featured Performer and Clinician at the IHCC Jazz Festival



in Ottumwa, Iowa, and Adjudicator at the 2005 Iowa Jazz Championships


in Des Moines. 

Mark Clinton and Nicole Narboni, Performance at the Festival de Piano



de St. Tropez and were guest soloists with the Springfield (Mo.)



Symphony and Lincoln Symphony Orchestra. They also



performed in Baltimore and San Antonio.


Peter Eklund, Conducted three All-State Choirs in Indiana, Missouri 



and South Dakota, plus an honor choir in Alabama. He also



conducted a regional honor choir at Carnegie Hall.

Gretchen Foley, Paper presentation at the International Meeting of the



College Music Society in Spain.


Paul Haar, Performance at the Region 3 North American Saxophone 



Alliance Conference in Des Moines.


Albie Micklich, Performance at the International Clarinet Association Conference



in Tokyo, Japan.

Brian Moore, Presentation at the College Music Society and Association



for Technology in Music Instruction


Moran Woodwind Quintet, Performance at the International Meeting



of the College Music Society in Spain.


Clark Potter, Performance as guest soloist with the Lincoln Symphony



Orchestra. 


Pamela Starr, Presentation at the Renaissance Conference at Johns Hopkins


University in Baltimore.

Darryl  White, Performance at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Jazz Education


Robert Woody, Paper Presentation at the Meeting of the Systematic Musicology



Section of the German Musicological Society in Germany.


Brenda Wristen, Paper Presentation at the National Music Teachers National




Association Conference in Seattle.

Great Plains Art Collection

Exhibitions (10):


“On Ancient Wings:  The Sandhill Cranes of North America”


“Watercolors by Howard Kaye”


“Great Plains Schema:  Photographs of the Cultural Landscape by 



Shane Brown”


“Prairie Abstractions”


“Lincoln Public Schools Art Mentoring Program”


“Tom Palmerton:  A Retrospective”


“Great Plains Invitational Art Show and Sale”


“Anthony Benton Gude:  From the Heart of a Regionalist”


“Waterways and Other Perspectives:  Recent Work by Deborah 



J. Murphy”


“The Art of Football Photography”

Lentz Center for Asian Culture

Exhibitions (3):


“Japanese Woodblock Prints from the 19th and 20th centuries”

“Steel Art:  Japanese Swords from the Collection of Peter Bleed”

“Magic, Myths and Minerals:  Chinese Jades from the Arthur M.


Sackler Gallery” (Smithsonian Traveling Exhibition)

Lied Center for Performing Arts

Performances (17):


Odetta and Richie Havens


The Cashore Marionettes


St. Petersburg State Ballet Theatre


“Mamma Mia!”


Scholastic’s “The Magic School Bus”


Ladysmith Black Mambazo


Moiseyev Dance Company


Riverdance


Prague Symphony Orchestra


Eileen Ivers and Immigrant Soul


Michael Lane Trautman


Alloy Orchestra:  Buster Keaton’s “The General”



Fred Hirsch “Leaves of Grass”


“The Full Monty”


“Chicago”


Scrap Arts Music


“42nd Street”

Free at Six Performances (3):


John and Jason Shaw


Jim Rice and Final Round


The Bathtub Dogs

Other events (2):


E.N.Thompson Forum:  Samanta Power 


E.N.Thompson Forum:  John Gerard Ruggie

Sheldon Memorial Art Gallery and Sculpture Garden

Exhibitions (8):


“Air/Mass:  An Installation by Anne Lindberg”


“Ceramic Continuum:  50 Years of the Archie Bray Influence”


“A Printmaker’s Continuing Legacy:  The Thomas Coleman Award, 1989-Preent”


“The Collector’s Eye:  Amish Quilts from the International Quilt Study 



Center Collections”


Video Installation:  Nic Nicosia


Santiago Cal:  “Tierra! Tierra!”


Video Installation:  Brian Fridge


Video Installation:  Bill Viola

Other Events (6):


Martin Luther King Jr. Video Presentation


“Let’s Talk Art” Lecture Series (Jan. 16, Jan. 23, Jan. 30, Feb. 6


“American Ceramics-Then and Now” Symposium


Monthly First Friday events


International Quilt Study Center “Collectors, Collecting and Collections” 



Symposium


Family Day


Mary Riepma Ross Media Arts Center

Films (17):


“The Machinist”


“House of Flying Daggers”


“Tarnation”


“Bad Education”


“Brother to Brother”

“The Merchant of Venice” (included a Movie Talk event)


“King of the Corner”  (included an opening night gala with Director



Peter Riegert)


“The Woodsman”


“Home of the Brave”


Alloy Orchestra performs Harold Lloyd’s “Speedy”


“Moolade”


“The Assassination of Richard Nixon”


“Head-On”


“The Sea Inside”


“Nobody Knows”


“Gunner Palace”


“The Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill”

· College of Arts and Sciences

Community Outreach
Answers4Families | Website Answers4Families.org is a project of the Center on Children, Families, and the Law at UNL. Its mission is to provide information, opportunities for dialogue, education, and support to Nebraskans with special needs and their families by developing and providing Internet resources and by encouraging others to do the same.
Bureau of Sociological Research (BOSR) | Website The Bureau of Sociological Research, the research division of the Department of Sociology, has worked with local and state government agencies, state legislators, voluntary groups, and other organizations, along with hundreds of individual faculty members and students. Our goal has been to provide high quality research services to advance knowledge and to help improve social conditions.
Cosmic Ray Observatory Project (CROP) | Website The Cosmic Ray Observatory Project (CROP) is a teacher enhancement program with scientific links to the Pierre Auger cosmic ray study. Each summer, Profs. Greg Snow and Dan Claes play host to high school teachers and students from around Nebraska who come to campus to learn about cosmic rays and to develop the detection/GIS systems necessary to install cosmic ray detectors on their high-school roof tops and to use these systems to help acquire data from high-energy cosmic ray showers.
Dinosaur Detectives | Website Visiting research professor Neale Monks believes it’s essential to bring the fruits of academic research to the public. Monks recently put together the “Dinosaur Detectives” program held at the Lincoln Children’s Museum, the first collaborative program for the public to be offered by the Nebraska State Museum and the Children's Museum. He also recently raffled off a prize granting the winner a personal tour of the museum.
Football Physics | Website Football Physics debuted during the 1999 football season. At each home game, Professor Timothy Gay presented a 60-second physics lesson via HuskerVision to a stadium full of 76,000 plus fans. Since ending the segments after the 2001 season, the concept has gone international with the NFL.
Latino Achievement Mentoring Program (LAMP) | Website This program is part of the Latino Research Initiative (LRI) a multidisciplinary effort at UNL. The program serves two important goals. The first goal is to promote healthy youth development by providing emotional, academic, psychological, and social support through individual mentoring by college students. The second goal is to strengthen the skills of the college student mentors, who have the potential to become future community leaders. Together, the goals of this mentoring program will help enhance the quality of life of Latino youths in this community. The evaluation component of the mentoring program has been developed to measure the program's ability to achieve the stated goals. Schools involved: Irving Middle School, Lefler Middle School, Goodrich Middle School, Park Middle School, and Lincoln High School.
Mathematics | Website The Department of Mathematics offers a variety of annual outreach programs. Some of these annual events include: ALL Girls/All Math, summer camps for high school girls; The Nebraska Conference for Undergraduate Women in Mathematics, a national research conference for undergraduate women in mathematics held at UNL each spring; Power Math, a summer outreach program for junior high school students; Math Day, a fall event which attracts approximately 1,400 high school kids to campus each year; and The Regional Workshop in the Mathematical Sciences, an event attended by area college faculty and upper level undergraduate students.  Math in the Middle Partnership works with regional and local school districts to improve mathematics instruction at the middle school level.
Nebraska Court Improvement Project | Website This project of the Center on Children, Families, and the Law at UNL, using federal funding made available through a contract with the Supreme Court of Nebraska, is designed to improve the functioning of the state court system in responding to cases involving children who have been abused or neglected. The project began in 1995 and Recent Court Improvement Projects (CIP) include: Family Group Conferencing, Court-Agency Collaborations, and Revision of the Nebraska Juvenile Code.
Nebraska Partnership for American History Education (NPAHE) | Website The Nebraska Partnership for American History Education is a collaborative project of the Department of History and the Department of Teaching, Learning, and Teacher Education. The project has been established to advance and improve the teaching and learning of the history of the United States. The focus is on teacher development of knowledge and skills in teaching the entirety of American History in exciting and engaging ways to raise student achievement.
Observatory Public Nights | Behlen Observatory Website | Student Observatory Website  Public nights are held throughout the year at both observatories maintained by the Physics and Astronomy Department. Behlen Observatory, located near Mead, Nebraska, hosts an open house each fall and spring. Weather permitting, the public can view the stars through the 30-inch reflecting telescope. The Student Observatory, located on campus, contains a 16-inch telescope and holds public viewings on a monthly basis.
Project Fulcrum | Website  Project Fulcrum is a teacher-scientist-teacher educator collaboration that will place graduate and undergraduate science students from the University of Nebraska in grades 3 - 8 in the Lincoln Public Schools to form partnerships with teachers. One of its many goals is to enhance students' opportunities to learn science by increasing access to inquiry-driven experiences in content areas that satisfy national and state science standards.
Psychological Consultation Center (PCC) | Website The Psychological Consultation Center (PCC) is part of the Clinical Psychology Training Program of the Department of Psychology, which was established in the late 1940s. The PCC provides outpatient psychotherapy and assessment services for children, adolescents, adults, couples, and families. The PCC provides individual therapy, marital/couples and family therapy, child and adolescent therapy, psychological evaluations , and neuropsychological evaluations and forensic assessments services for the people of Lincoln and surrounding communities.
Shakespeare and Pop Culture | Website  English Professor and Shakespeare expert Stephen Buhler regularly takes his performance-based approach into area high schools, where he gives a presentation setting some of Shakespeare’s sonnets to pop music as a way to explain sonnet structure, or guest speaks when students are studying a particular play or putting on a production. “We are something of a Shakespeare-haunted culture,” Buhler said. “One of the things I like to do is point out his presence and make him less of a ghostly figure.”

Nebraska Writing Project Provides annual summer institute for K-12 writing teachers.   Part of the National Writing Project.

Physics and Astronomy Saturday Science program For 5th and 6th grade students.   Opportunity for them to work with faculty and graduate students doing hands-on experiements.3

· College of Education and Human Sciences

The College of Education and Human Sciences provides outreach at the local, state and national level putting our experience and expertise to practical use. You'll find examples in every department of faculty members, students and staff working to put research into practice to improve people's lives.

Here are a few examples of how CEHS extends its reach into the community at large. For more examples, we invite you to explore our department websites.

The Buros Center for Testing provides national leadership in the advancement of testing practice through the Buros Institute of Mental Measurements and outreach through the Buros Institute for Assessment Consultation and Outreach.

The Nebraska Prevention Center for Alcohol and Drug Abuse provides leadership and technical assistance to government, educational, and voluntary organizations working to prevent health-risk behaviors, such as alcohol and other drug use, particularly among adolescents and young adults.

The Barkley Memorial Center Speech-Language and Hearing Clinic is located on the University of Nebraska-Lincoln's East Campus and provides services for individuals with speech, language, hearing and other disabilities. Services available include hearing evaluations, hearing aid selection, habilitation and rehabilitation for persons who are deaf and hard of hearing.  The center also houses the Sertoma Hearing Aid Bank which is available to assist clients who need hearing aids but lack the resources to buy them.

The Family Resource Center is a non-profit family therapy center located on campus- providing counseling and therapy for individuals, couples and families from the community. The center provides real-life training experiences for students.

Ruth Staples Child Development Laboratory is an on-campus facility that provides students the opportunity to observe and work with children directly. The laboratory is accredited by the National association for the Education of Young Children, underscoring the high quality of our programs in early childhood education.

The Great Plains Institute of Reading and Writing will provide the tools and guidance leading to the achievement of critical literacy in the local community, the Great Plains Region and the nation at-large through research, training, and service.   The institute includes a reading center designed to serve elementary, middle, and high school students who are reading 1-3 years below grade level, and whose primary difficulties in school result from reading problems.

Nebraska Human Resources Institute's (NHRI) mission is translated into action by UNL student volunteers who act as "counselors" under the direction of NHRI proffessional staff. Acting as role models, the UNL students are matched in one-to-one relationships with children in the Lincoln Public Schools. This unique program is designed to enhance each child's leadership potential.

The Cooperative Extension Healthy Homes program provides research based information about indoor air quality problems and solutions.  Professionals and consumers learn about lead, radon, mold and moisture, asbestos, VOCs, carbon monoxide and other potential pollutants, the potential health impacts, and ways to reduce the problem at the source.  Impact evaluations over nine years indicate behavior change and actions taken.

· College of Business Administration

· 
Bureau of Business Research
· Center for Albanian Studies
· Center for Economic Education
· National Center for Research in Economic Education
· Nebraska Council on Economic Education
· Gallup Leadership Institute  

· Center for Entrepreneurship
The Center for Entrepreneurship sponsors conferences, competitions and community outreach programs to create growth and competition in local businesses.
Pan Pacific Business Association
· College of Architecture
All of the programs of the College of Architecture are studio and service based programs serving the state and region. For example, a fourth year studio has just completed a study for the Tractor Museum for the East Campus. While no sponsored research contract was involved, the service and corresponding press in statewide newspapers is invaluable to the institution. Over twenty of these projects are implemented each year ranging from redevelopment efforts in tornado devastated Hallam to a new community center in Kimball. If communities and institutions were required to have sponsored the full value of these projects the research value would be over a million dollars per year. Because of the service focus, these projects generate critical ideas for a full range of issues and provide a catalyst for fund drives, bond issues, professional services and implementation. 

1.) Community Outreach Partnership Center... A federally funded grant of approximately $400,000 from the department of Housing and Urban Development also included equivalent matching funds and in kind service contributions to build partnerships with the neighborhood associations adjacent to the campus to develop GIS and organizational support for, social, educational, leadership and rehabilitation projects. 

2.) Neighborworks Inc.... A shared partnership engaging the City of Lincoln, Neighborworks Inc. and the College of Architecture. This is a $1,000,000 grant from the Woods Charitable Trust to Neighborworks Inc. and components have sponsored special GIS studies of the area by Community and Regional Planning students and the students of the Architecture Program in the design, development and construction of a new affordable home in the community. 

3.) Nebraska Lied Main Street Program...An annual design service by students and faculty of approximately $50,000 provided through an annual $130,000 grant from the Lied Foundation to serve between ten to twelve Main Street Communities throughout the state. The partnerships engage the Nebraska Historical Society, Department of Roads and the Department of Economic Development. 

 4.) Kellogg Grant....A grant of $30,000 to explore the redevelopment of the historic Whittier Jr. High School adjacent to the City Campus. The school was the first building constructed to reflect the development of Jr. High educational models of the 1920s including vocational education. The school is currently scheduled for the University Child Care Center as the first step in its redevelopment. 
· College of Law Clinics
The culmination of the College’s practice development courses in the litigation area are the Civil Clinic and the Criminal Clinic. These courses give third year law students an opportunity to represent actual clients and be involved in real cases. They offer experiences comparable to what a new attorney might face in the first three years of practice. The College of Law has offered clinical courses for over 20 years, and the clinical programs are supervised by three full-time faculty members who have extensive trial experience at both the state and federal levels. The clinics operate year round, and students may take clinic in the summer, fall or spring following the completion of their second year.

· College of Journalism and Mass Communication

1. Partner in establishing the Graduate School of Journalism in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in cooperation with Gimlekollen School of Journalism and Communication in Norway.

2. Faculty have served as judges in the Wheels Contest for 16 years and regularly help judge other newspaper and magazine competitions.

3. The Executive Director of the Nebraska High School Press Association is on our faculty. Workshops are conducted for teachers during the year, and an annual fall conference and spring contest for high school students are coordinated by our staff and faculty and are held in our building—Andersen Hall.

4. Our college sponsors faculty members who put on high school journalism workshops across the United States.

5. Our faculty are asked to serve on accrediting teams across the United States.

6. The college is home to one of eight editing residencies sponsored by the Dow Jones Newspaper Fund each year.

7. The Soderlund Sales seminars are coordinated by the CoJMC and conducted annually via distance education from Andersen Hall. Top, well-known sales professionals in the broadcast media participate in these seminars, which are directed to radio and television sales professionals in Nebraska.

8. redweek is a publication in the style of a weekly news magazine, published weekly in the fall and spring semesters. It is written and produced by students as part of a class, and offers a more in-depth look at news events than might be found in a daily newspaper.

9. Advertising Campaigns classes require students to work directly with businesses to create advertising campaigns. These include both non-profit and for-profit businesses, in Nebraska and throughout the United States. Examples from a list of 80 companies include Adidas, People’s City Mission, Tobacco Free Nebraska, and Apple Computers-Macintosh.

10. Star City News is a weekly 30-minute television newscast aired live on channel 21 on the Time-Warner Cable System. Students spend an entire day producing the show, working as writers, producers, videographers, editors, and talent.

11. Fast Forward is a weekly 30-minute pre-produced variety show airing six times each week on channel 21 on the Time-Warner Cable System. Students spend the week producing and editing videotaped packages, which are then edited into a single program.

12. N Sight Live is a twice-weekly, live, 30-minute television newscast airing on channel 21 on the Time-Warner Cable System. The show is produced by advanced students who have already been involved in Star City News. Students spend a half-day producing, writing, and editing the show, and also are talent for the show.

13. NewsNetNebraska is the college’s electronic newspaper at NewsNetNebraska.org with text, still photos, and video. Students produce original material for the Web site and incorporate material from print and broadcast media produced in other classes.

· College of Engineering student projects
The service learning approach offers the unique opportunity for real-world situations to shape the course’s curriculum. Lectures and exams relate to the specific semester’s project so that Wentz is best able to teach about specific conditions students encounter on construction projects. The grade is based largely on how students perform on the semester project, and each student submits a written report and a drawdel (half drawing, half model). They also assess each other’s performance through peer assessment. In 2002, Wentz used service learning for a project at Christ Temple Church. “Students have been enthusiastic. The course material was originally perceived as boring by most students but now they take material and solve real-world problems,” said Wentz. Students also have the opportunity to meet with clients and discuss the issue of meeting expectations versus exceeding expectations.

At the end of the course, Christ Temple Church had students give presentations to members of the congregation, and renovations are currently underway, based on many of the students’ recommendations. “We also teach the students about how to ask questions to get the answers they truly need,” said Wentz. Already, there have been positive results. “The students have outperformed everything we’ve put in front of them. They keep raising the bar.” In the future, Wentz hopes that service learning becomes a more formal part of the curriculum. Other community organizations have started to hear about Wentz incorporating service into his classes and he has been contacted by the Nebraska State Fair and the owner of the Parish Building. While Nebraska Engineering students will gain valuable experience by applying classroom knowledge to a real world problem, the greater benefit is in the service they are providing to a community organization. “Service learning is important because students can learn more and learn deeper,” Wentz said. “And both students and the university have the opportunity to give back to the community.”

Stuart Bernstein, assistant professor of contructions systems, also believes in service learning and is in the process of incorporating service learning into all of his courses. “Service learning allows you to tie community involvement with the students’ education,” Bernstein said. During the spring 2005 semester, he incorporated an interdisciplinary service project into his CET 4200 course that focuses on personnel and supervisory methods. “Students had the opportunity to work as project managers and direct more than 250 student volunteers, utilizing their construction background as a resource,” said Bernstein. He worked with Family Housing Advisory Services of Omaha to find a suitable renovation project and decided upon the homes slated for the UNO Service Learning Academy’s Seven Days of Service program. “The original intent was to find two houses, approximately 10 years old, that needed a new bathroom, kitchen, deck and paint job,” Bernstein said. What they ended up with were two 90-year-old homes that were extensively distressed. Bernstein assessed the situation and resolved that he and his students would still be able to accomplish the home makeovers.

Bernstein is working with three University of Nebraska at Omaha professors and their students on the project. Communications professor David Ogden had students do public relations work for the project. The story was picked up by the Associated Press newswire and was featured in many local newspapers and television newscasts. Foreign languages professor Anna Carballal had students translate brochures for Family Housing Advisory Services from English to Spanish. Social work professor Paul Sather’s students spent their time recruiting volunteers; raising awareness of the project; and collecting such donations as building materials, tools, food for the volunteers and door prizes for the reception. Bernstein’s students had to commit to working at least two days during spring break and every class meeting was somehow connected to the overall project. At the beginning of the semester, Bernstein and his students walked through the two project homes then began to break the project into more manageable pieces.

By the time Spring Break arrived, the students were ready to manage and motivate their volunteers. “As the project evolved, we were able to see tangible results and my students reinforced their volunteers’ attitudes with positive reinforcement. In the end, the volunteers took ownership of the project,” said Bernstein. Once the project ended, students wrote papers discussing how the project went and their feelings on the work they accomplished.

Bernstein already is looking forward to new opportunities for the next project for the nonprofit organization City Sprouts, a home that will be converted into office space and a partial residence with ADA access. He also has been contacted by Fontenelle Forest, which heard about his other community service work through local media reports. They are interested in building a sky tower and possibly a sky walkway throughout the forest. “We will get involved, one way or another,” Bernstein said. As he reflects on what his students accomplished in one semester and the impact their efforts had on the community, Bernstein is very proud. “I couldn’t have asked for a better group of students,” he said.
· Nebraska Educational Telecommunications
NET is perhaps best known for its public television and radio services, with its online service playing an increasingly important role. Through this package of public broadcasting services, NET provides Nebraskans with programs ranging from breaking news and public affairs--local to international; varied entertainment--performing arts to sports; breakthroughs in science and the mysteries of nature, and opportunities for education and life-long learning.  

· Athletics [from the “2004-05 Athletic Annual Report]

· Over 1,000,000 attended Husker athletic contests during the year.
· A report by the UNL Bureau of Business Research indicated that:
· Overall economic impact on the Lincoln area during 04-05 was $114.3 million in output - $41.2 million in worker income – 2,840 jobs - $595,000 in direct sales tax revenues
· Annual economic impact on the State of Nebraska was between $48 million and $155 million.
· While the UNL Athletic Department receives no student fees or tax dollars, it paid $1.7 million in taxes during 04-05
· Cooperative Extension

University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension's mission is to help Nebraskans enhance their lives through research-based education. Extension is found throughout the state in 83 county offices that serve all 93 counties, and at research and extension centers at Scottsbluff, North Platte, Norfolk, and on the flagship Lincoln campus. Since its beginning, extension has delivered research-based knowledge to people through direct teaching and publications. It still does. But today extension also uses exciting new technology such as satellite delivery, Internet video streaming and Web-based curriculum modules to link people with information of value to them.
· Water Quality/Quantity Education

· Arsenic in drinking water: New U.S. Environmental Protection Agency limits reduce the amount of arsenic allowed in drinking water from 50 to 10 parts per billion. More than 80 small public water systems across Nebraska could have trouble complying with this new federal requirement by the 2006 deadline because traditional cleanup methods are expensive. What has been done: University of Nebraska-Lincoln water scientists are evaluating the occurrence of arsenic in the water supplies of small Nebraska communities to find ways to reduce arsenic in groundwater that cost less than drilling new wells or traditional approaches to removing the contaminant. Arsenic occurs naturally and is linked to some cancers and other health problems. One method scientists are considering is removing arsenic within the aquifer before pumping the water. This approach uses iron oxides, similar to rust, to attract and bond with the arsenic to remove it from the water. Researchers also are helping communities improve their well water sampling procedures to better assess arsenic levels in their water. The goal is to develop recommendations to help public water supplies meet the 2006 deadline. Impact: It's estimated that complying with the new EPA standard could easily total more than $120 million for small community water systems statewide if they use conventional methods to reduce arsenic levels. This Nebraska research should provide practical recommendations that could save small water systems thousands of dollars on arsenic cleanup costs.

Efficient use of irrigation water Faced with continued drought and looming water restrictions, making the most of every drop of irrigation water can literally make or break many southwest Nebraska farmers.  What has been done: University of Nebraska Cooperative Extension launched the Republican River Basin Irrigation Management Project to demonstrate research-based irrigation management strategies in farmers' fields and provide practical information for implementing these practices. The project features year-round educational presentations on water conservation and tours of demonstration sites, which give producers and crop consultants a firsthand look at how these water-saving practices work. In 2004 alone, 180 people attended six tours. Impact: Program participants estimate the knowledge gained from this program will save them an average 2.2 inches of water per acre, a 10 percent to 15 percent savings over typical irrigation use in the area. Based on the number of participants in 2004 and the acres they irrigate, that amounts to more than 45,000 acre-feet of water annually – enough water to cover 45,000 acres of land with a foot of water. Participants also estimated the knowledge gained through this program is worth an average of about $16,500 per operation or, conservatively, $2 million annually.

· Proper management of manure  Manure can be an ideal fertilizer or a troublesome waste. If properly managed, it provides phosphorus and nitrogen crops can use, and organic matter that improves soil quality and reduces chances that nutrients will pollute groundwater and surface water. What has been done: A team of 20 University of Nebraska Cooperative Extension specialists and educators teaches livestock managers to comply with state and federal manure environmental regulations. Program participants learn how to apply for federally required Waste Control Facility Permits and to implement state Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plans when using manure to fertilize crops. Extension provides workbooks, spreadsheets, software and kits, and teaches how to calibrate equipment and take samples. Nearly 400 producers who studied manure management with extension between 2001 and 2004 managed hundreds of thousands of cattle, pigs and poultry. About 165 crop and livestock consultants and agency personnel participated in manure management training in 2003-04. Impact: Nebraska is a leading livestock-producing state so proper manure management has environmental and economic benefits. According to extension figures, the nitrogen and phosphorus produced annually from 1,000 head of cattle or 1,000 head of hogs is worth $18,000 and $6,500, respectively. Participants in this training report that they are better able to use manure as a resource while protecting water quality. One feedlot manager said the program "makes our planning very simple" and that the biggest benefit was learning the proper amounts of liquid manure to apply through center pivots for crop use.
· Erosion & runoff  Erosion and runoff aren't just rural issues. Exposed soil around new construction sites in urban areas is especially vulnerable to erosion. Sediment that runs off such sites pollutes lakes, streams and rivers. What has been done: University of Nebraska Cooperative Extension coordinates educational seminars to help the building industry better understand how to reduce urban soil erosion and sentiment pollution, and to comply with new federal storm water management regulations. Seminars are offered in the Omaha area, Nebraska's largest metro area, where the issue is especially important because of extensive new construction, its proximity to the Missouri River and housing developments around several lakes. Seminars in 2003 and 2004 taught architects, engineers, contractors and others about storm water management requirements and best management practices such as ground cover and erosion control dams to prevent soil around construction sites from washing into surface waters. Seminars drew more than 140 people each year.  Impact: An average of 94 percent of building industry professionals surveyed in both years said they would apply the knowledge they gained at the seminar to better control urban erosion. In the long run, better erosion control will reduce the costs and problems associated with cleaning sentiment and pollution from lakes and streams.

· Shell Creek Flooding
Erosion is a big concern on Northeast Nebraska's rolling cropland and that erosion can cause water quality concerns. Flooding of Shell Creek frequently caused damage along its length and in three adjacent towns. Concerned individuals wanted to alleviate these problems. What has been done:

University of Nebraska Cooperative Extension works closely with the Shell Creek Watershed Group. Using USDA funding, extension's FarmLink coordinates educational efforts to encourage conservation buffers along the creek and its tributaries. Conservation buffers are typically plantings between fields and streams that catch runoff and sediment before they enter the stream. FarmLink hires local producers and watershed group members to explain to their neighbors the need for buffers and other conservation practices. The FarmLink approach has been expanded and is being used as a model in three other projects to improve stream quality in Boone, Colfax, Madison, Platte and Saunders counties. Partners in these projects include several Natural Resources Districts, Pheasants Forever, the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality, the Natural Resources Conservation Service, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and others. Impact:As a result of contacts with more than 40 landowners through FarmLink, contracts were signed to establish 19 different conservation buffers. These include 45 acres of streamside buffers and more than 21 acres of grassed waterways or similar plantings. In aggregate, these practices converted nearly 72 acres of cropland to grass, which will reduce soil erosion by an estimated 350 tons per year, and create excellent wildlife habitat. The streamside buffers will physically protect 3.3 miles of streambank and filter the runoff from approximately 2,200 up-slope acres, while the grassed waterways will help filter and control the runoff from another 250 acres. Direct payments to the landowners will provide more than $84,000 within the local area over the life of these contracts.

· Wells and septic systems  Poorly designed and maintained wells and septic systems near rivers and lakes pollute surface water and groundwater. This contamination poses environmental and health risks to people and animals.  What has been done: University of Nebraska Cooperative Extension offered a series of Water Wellness educational programs and other training opportunities to help residents around Johnson Lake in central Nebraska and in the Lower Platte River Corridor in eastern Nebraska better understand and manage their private drinking water and septic systems. Residents learned how traditional septic systems work and the importance of proper maintenance. Johnson Lake is on the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality's  serious "watch list," partly because of the threat to water quality from failing septic systems serving lake homes and cabins. In the Lower Platte River area, extension provided a series of education programs to help residents better understand and manage their drinking water and septic systems with an eye toward preventing pollution in this area with shallow aquifers, sandy soils and a growing population.  Impact: Extension education helped Johnson Lake residents maintain their fragile septic systems to avoid failure, environmental degradation and possible waterborne disease outbreaks. Bacteria levels at Johnson Lake decreased in the year following extension and other educational programs for residents. In the Lower Platte River area, all of the water wellness program participants indicated they would change their behavior to protect human health and the environment. That's especially important in the Lower Platte, which supplies drinking water for more than half of Nebraska's population. 
· Drought   
· Drought Monitor Drought is the costliest natural disaster in the United States, with an annual impact of $6 billion to $8 billion that belies its slow, creeping nature. Accurate monitoring and predictions of drought are key to helping control its effects. What has been done: About five years after it launched its now widely used Drought Monitor in collaboration with the U.S. Department of Agriculture and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the University of Nebraska-based National Drought Mitigation Center has developed the Vegetation Response Drought Index in collaboration with the U.S. Geological Survey's Earth Resources Observation System Data Center in Sioux Falls, S.D. The index, now being tested in a seven-state region, complements and improves on the earlier Web-based drought monitor, whose scope is limited by the incomplete geographical coverage of weather stations. The new index incorporates satellite data from EROS. That satellite data allows for an analysis of drought square mile by square mile by picking up differences in the temperatures of vegetation. Impact:Climate data such as rainfall amounts are key indicators of drought trends, but nothing captures drought's impact as directly as plant stress. Plants under stress will have higher leaf temperatures than those that are not. By capturing that information and displaying it in a map similar to the Drought Monitor, the Vegetation Response Drought Index is more precise in detecting drought's presence and severity. As this index's use is expanded nationwide, it will help federal, state and local officials better plan to reduce drought's devastating impact.

· Lawns Everyone loves a lush lawn but traditional turfgrass usually requires lots of water, chemicals and maintenance. What has been done: Two decades of University of Nebraska turf science research has transformed buffalograss, a tough, drought-tolerant prairie grass, into improved water-thrifty grass well-suited for lawns, golf courses, parks and other turf. Nebraska is the nation's leader in turf buffalograss research and improvement. Since 1990, nine turf buffalograsses developed by Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources scientists have been commercialized. Private companies grow and sell these improved buffalograsses as seed or sod under university agreements. Royalties support ongoing buffalograss research, and these improved buffalograss varieties create new sales potential for turf producers in Nebraska and elsewhere as demand for buffalograsses grows. Impact: Demand for these grasses is growing nationwide, but especially in areas hardest hit by drought and water shortages. These turf-type buffalograsses require half the water and far less fertilizer and maintenance than conventional turf. Royalties have topped $1 million. One Nebraska turf producer now produces buffalograss sod on 165 acres in seven states and sells sod from these IANR-developed varieties in 49 states and internationally.

· Grasshopper control Continued drought created near perfect conditions for destructive grasshopper infestations on hundreds of thousands of acres of central and western Nebraska rangeland in recent years. Heavy infestations must be treated to protect scarce, much needed forage grass but conventional treatments are costly. What has been done: University of Nebraska Cooperative Extension educated producers about the Reduced Agent and Area Treatments System. Under this system, insecticide is sprayed from planes at  lower-than-conventional rates in 100-foot alternate swaths instead of spraying the entire area. Applications are timed to optimize residual control.  Grasshoppers in the untreated swaths come in contact with the insecticide when they move to treated areas, making treatment nearly as effective as conventional approaches that cost far more and use more than twice as much insecticide. Extension staff promoted this approach through media, publications, educational meetings and individual consultations. The system was used on nearly 360,000 Nebraska acres in 2003. In 2004, only 200,000 acres were treated because grasshoppers were less widespread. Extension teamed with USDA's Animal Plant and Health Inspection Services, the Nebraska Department of Agriculture and landowners on this control effort. Impact: This system uses less than half the insecticide of conventional grasshopper controls and far less fuel and time are needed to apply it. In Nebraska, this approach reduced treatment costs for landowners from $5 to $8 per acre to $1.50 to $2 per acre, a roughly 70 percent decrease on average. Treatment costs in 2003 were $1.7 million less than in 2002. In 2004, this system saved nearly $950,000 in treatment costs compared to conventional methods.

· Ethanol Production Farming practices and corn ethanol conversion technologies have become significantly more efficient over the past two decades. Yet corn ethanol's energy efficiency still gets a bad rap, mainly because assessments are based on outdated data from the 1980s and early 1990s. To make national policy choices, decision-makers need information on modern ethanol production efficiencies. What has been done: To calculate a more up-to-date energy balance for corn ethanol, a team of University of Nebraska agricultural scientists examined on-farm energy consumption and ethanol yield for today's progressive corn management systems and modern, higher efficiency ethanol plants. This analysis shows today's ethanol has a positive energy balance – it yields more energy than is used to produce it. Today's ethanol is about 30 percent ahead energy-wise. Converting irrigated corn to ethanol has an energy output to energy input ratio of 1.3-to-1; for dryland corn it's 1.4-to-1. Impact:Having accurate, current information about modern ethanol's energy balance should help decision-makers make better informed national energy policy choices. Both farmers and the environment should benefit. Turning corn into ethanol creates an important market for farmers and a renewable, clearer burning alternative to fossil fuels. In Nebraska 23 percent of all corn is used for ethanol and is an important new industry for rural economies.
Pesticide education Pesticide applicators who use restricted use products must be licensed by the Nebraska Department of Agriculture (NDA). In addition, commercial applicators in the Ornamental and Turf category and the Structural/Health Related category are required to be licensed if they use general use pesticides. With the recent interest in mosquito management because of West Nile Virus, applicators employed by governmental entities must also be licensed in the Public Health category if they are using general use pesticides. Pesticide Safety Education Programs (PSEP) are an integral part of the University of Nebraska–Lincoln (UNL) Extension.  Programming within PSEP reaches diverse audiences from licensed pesticide applicators to consumers to youth.  More than 15,000 pesticide applicators, 500 consumers, and 1,100 youth were reached during the past year through a variety of approaches. What has been done: The responsibilities of those involved with pesticide education, certification, and licensing are clearly defined by state law.  UNL Extension working with NDA staff is responsible for conducting educational training programs for private, commercial, and noncommercial pesticide applicators. The NDA, as the pesticide regulatory authority, has the responsibility for certification and the issuance of licenses to persons who apply pesticides. PSEP goes beyond the traditional pesticide applicator audiences. Professionals, homeowners, consumers, and youth learn through clinics, conferences, festivals, news releases, youth programming, workshops, and the Internet. When you combine these audiences with the traditional pesticide applicators, a clear picture of what PSEP is all about begins to emerge. These quality educational programs are ultimately vital to Nebraska residents in terms of proper pest management, public health protection, and environmental stewardship. Impact:

About 24,000 Nebraska farmers are licensed private pesticide applicators. University of Nebraska Nebraska-Lincoln Extension's Pesticide Safety Education Programs, begun in 1976, provide applicators the training they need to use these chemicals safely and effectively. It is UNL Extension's largest adult-education program. As teachers and discussion leaders of PSEP for private applicators, Extension Educators initially certified 753 private applicators (farmers/ranchers)in 2005 and recertified 12,000 private applicators. A pesticide license period in Nebraska pesticide applicators is for three years. The year 2005 represents the largest of the three year cycle for private applicators with half of the applicators involved in PSEP this year. An important component of PSEP is the evaluation by private applicators as they participate and learn in the program. In 2005, 582 applicators representing about 15 counties participated in the PSEP survey. As a result, private pesticide applicators indicated an increased awareness of significant points and they are exhibiting positive behavioral changes as a result of Pesticide Safety Education Programs. The percentage of private applicators indicating they learned new information and their “learning points” are as follows:

54% - - Minimum age of 16 years for pesticide licensing in Nebraska

40% - - A written agreement is required to allow the custom applicator to keep restricted use pesticide records on behalf of the farmer

35% - - Received and learned for the first time about extension circular, Guide for Weed Management in Nebraska (EC130)

49% - - New EPA guideline allows cloth liners for chemical resistant gloves

59% - - Pesticide residue management inside tractor cabs

As a result of their participation in Pesticide Safety Education Programs, a significant percentage of private applicators indicated they will change their behavior as follows:

78% - - Consider economic thresholds when using pesticides

69% - - Use multiple Integrated Pest Management approaches to manage weeds, insects, and diseases

74% - - Use personal protective equipment and clothing to minimize exposure

78% - - Take action to keep pesticides residues out of tractor cabs

88% - - Wash hands after using / handling pesticides

73% - - Consider the use of drift reduction spray nozzles

Teaching methods include discussion, interactive pesticide label exercises, demonstrations, DVD / video programs. Educators also fine-tune the program to meet local crop and growing conditions for their clientele by inserting complementary topics.

Program topics addressed in the private Pesticide Safety Education Program include pesticide laws and regulations, pesticide safety, environmental protection, Integrated Pest Management, pest recognition, pesticides, and equipment. New program segments were introduced on the soybean aphid and soybean rust in 2005. Educators teach topics that include label information and comprehension, personal protective equipment, exposure prevention, and related crop production topics. Pesticide Education Resources web site (http://PestEd.unl.edu) serves as a continually enhanced complement to support the knowledge needs of the pesticide applicators.

UNL's Pesticide Education Office in the Department of Agronomy and Horticulture develops, coordinates, and conducts PSEP through the excellent cooperation of extension educators and specialists. Extension educators conduct the Pesticide Safety Education Program for their respective applicator audiences.

PSEP is a partnership between UNL Extension and the Nebraska Department of Agriculture (NDA). The passage of the Nebraska Pesticide Act identifies these two organizations as inter-agency partners in the educational (UNL) and licensing (NDA) process for private pesticide applicators. 

· Nutrition education program (EFNEP, Food Stamps) Low-income Nebraskans need reliable information about basic nutrition, food safety and food management to assure their families eat healthily within tight budgets.  What has been done: University of Nebraska Cooperative Extension nutrition programs offer education on everything from good budgeting and meal planning to food safety and nutrition to help low-income families become more self-sufficient and healthier in their eating habits. The Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program offers nutrition education programming to children, parents of young children and pregnant or already parenting teens in three regions – Douglas/Sarpy counties, Adams/Hall/Buffalo counties and Lancaster County. Programs cover basic nutrition, food safety and food management. More than 85,000 Nebraska families have participated since 1969, 78 percent of which are at or below the poverty line. Extension also offers the Food Stamp Nutrition Education Project, which has reached nearly 22,000 families in 28 counties since 1994. Impact: Evaluations from 2003-04 graduates of both programs found that about 80 percent improved in one or more nutritional practice; 74 percent improved in at least one food resource management practice; and about 54 percent improved in at least one food safety practice. A 2000-02 study found that Nebraska's Food Stamp Nutrition Education Project generates $2.07 in benefits for every dollar spent. Savings are a result of increased consumption of nutrients, which reduces disease risk. 
· Food production and natural resource systems education

· Crop management The need for in-depth training opportunities dealing with crop management and diagnostics is ongoing for agricultural businesses and professionals. To meet this need, the University of Nebraska–Lincoln Extension personnel have developed the Crop Management and Diagnostic Clinics at the University of Nebraska Agricultural Research and Development Center(ARDC) near Mead, Nebraska. What has been done: Held at a site developed exclusively for the clinics, the expertise of University and industry agricultural specialists, researchers and professionals is drawn upon to provide the latest, most up-to date information. Presentations include hands-on-activities or field demonstrations in small groups to encourage interaction between presenter and participants. Impact: Benefits of the Crop Management and Diagnostic Clinics include one-on-one attention, actual on-site plot demonstrations, and beneficial interaction with other participants. The small manageable groups promote interaction between presenters and participants. The 2005 Crop Management and Diagnostic Clinics provided education that impacted at least 39 percent of Nebraska’s row crop acres.

· Carbon Sequestration Carbon sequestration and renewable energy production present new opportunities for irrigated and dryland farmers in Nebraska.  What has been done: A field day was conducted at the University of Nebraska Agricultural Research and Development Center (ARDC) near Mead to update farmers, crop consultants, agricultural industry professionals, policy makers, researchers and journalists on the key issues involved in research and crop management for increasing soil carbon sequestration and reducing greenhouse gas emissions in agricultural systems. Participants obtained first-hand knowledge from scientists participating in the University of Nebraska Carbon Sequestration Program. Funding for this event was provided by the Consortium for Agricultural Soil Mitigation of Greenhouse Gases (CASMGS), the Nebraska Soybean Board, and the Nebraska Corn Board. Impact: Of the 72 surveys handed out, 53 were returned (74%). Eighty-nine percent of all respondents agreed or strongly agreed that this event increased their understanding of the effects of crop management and environmental factors on carbon sequestration in corn-based cropping systems of Nebraska. Nearly all participants agreed (47%) or strongly agreed (53%) that they obtained better understanding of the methods used to measure and monitor carbon in agricultural systems. Likewise, 98% agreed or strongly agreed that the field day resulted in better appreciation of the factors that determine the potential for corn-based cropping systems to contribute to carbon sequestration and a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. Sixty-two per cent agreed and 31% strongly agreed that their knowledge about developing carbon sequestration markets that might benefit crop producers improved. Respondents’ opinion about increased understanding of carbon considerations in USDA’s Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) had the greatest range in responses, ranging from disagree (8%), no change (27%), agree (55%) to strongly agree (10%). Altogether, 58% of the respondents agreed and 40% strongly agreed that the field day will be valuable to some aspect of their work, which is an encouraging response given the broad spectrum of clientele groups represented at the Field Day. Selected comments made by respondents: Legislative aide: “A most outstanding program. Leading edge information and technology” Farmer: “When the time comes, I would be willing to cooperate in this Carbon Sequestration on my farm!” Farmer/consultant/activist: “Great job. This was my first visit, but it is the best I was part of.” USDA-ARS researcher: “One of the best 'time value' field days I have been to in a LONG time. The group of professionals involved in this C sequestration project are world class and the project is extremely well managed.” Extension educator: “Very impressive effort. When delivering data in future, include data from other states with different systems.” Government agent: “It would have been helpful to get more information on the USDA programs and federal impact.”

· Alternative crops  Alternative, higher-value crops can broaden crop options for farmers and bolster regional economies, but new crops also are risky. Farmers need information about producing unfamiliar crops under local conditions as well as their market potential.  What has been done: University of Nebraska agricultural scientists and Cooperative Extension staff have identified and are educating producers about promising alternative crops for the Nebraska Panhandle's arid high plains climate. The effort focuses on alternatives with higher value potential for growers and the region's economy. Studies have revealed how best to plant, manage and harvest several new crops. Scientists identify existing varieties best suited to local growing conditions or breed new varieties for the region and explore a new crop's market potential. New crops being grown in the Panhandle as a result of these efforts include: proso and foxtail millet and sunflowers for birdseed; chickpeas for human food; turf and forage grass seed, and chicory. Brown mustard and canola for environmentally friendly biodiesel production are among the latest crops being studied. Impact: New crops have expanded farmers' production options and added millions of dollars to the region's economy. Birdseed crops now grow on 250,000 Panhandle acres and birdseed production is a $20 million a year industry, including several processing plants that extension staff helped attract to the region. Panhandle growers produce about 1,500 acres of grass seed valued at $1 million annually. The region's 900 acres of chicory, valued at $1 million annually, are processed at the nation's only chicory processing plant at Scottsbluff, which opened in 2001. The Panhandle now produces 10,000 acres of chickpeas and with 80 percent of U.S. chickpeas imported, there's room to grow.
· Training Hiring, training and keeping quality employees can make or break an agricultural operation, yet most busy farmers, ranchers and feedlot operators don't have much time for extensive human resources training.  What has been done: In 2003 and 2004 University of Nebraska Cooperative Extension offered Employee Management in Production Agriculture workshops in cooperation with Integrated Resource Management and the Nebraska Cattlemen's Cow/Calf Council. Participants in the workshops learned how to find the right employees in a tight market, fire the wrong employees, and work with varied communication and personality issues. Workshops also covered labor management issues and how to assess total employee compensation. More than 150 agricultural managers attended the six workshops over two years. They were responsible for managing a total of 1,324 employees at 95 operations. Impact: Most participants said they would make management changes based on what they learned at the workshops including revising employee job descriptions, orientation programs and training of new managers. Participants said the information is practical and beneficial. One participant said: "It's material (we) could implement tomorrow and it's well worth the time (we) spend away from the operation." Another said she used the training within a week of the training to change how she described the job, communicated with and trained a new employee.
· Education about agriculture for youth Agriculture is Nebraska's leading industry, but with two-thirds of the state's population living in metropolitan areas, many young people know little about agriculture. What has been done: Ten Nebraska public agencies and industry associations formed the Agriculture Awareness Coalition to help young people learn about agriculture's importance. Since 1996, the coalition has offered ag festivals annually at the University of Nebraska's Agricultural Research and Development Center near Mead and the Lancaster Event Center in Lincoln. The ARDC hosted more than 800 fourth-graders from Douglas, Sarpy and Saunders counties over four days in the fall of 2004. The event center hosted about 350 children from the Lincoln area over two days in the spring. The children participated in hands-on educational activities that teach them about agriculture, food production and environmental stewardship. Impact: Since 1996, more than 6,800 children have learned about agriculture's importance to food production through these programs. Teacher evaluations indicate participants increased their agricultural knowledge as a direct result of the festival. Specifically, teachers report students gained knowledge in areas such as beef and dairy, food safety and grain production.

· Chicory project

 Scientists at the UNL Panhandle Research & Extension Center started working on chicory in 1995 in partnership with Western Sugar.  At that time, most of the chicory production in the world was in Western Europe.  Our objective was to explore the potential for another root crop for western Nebraska that would enhance production and marketing alternatives for producers.  The carbohydrate in chicory is called inulin, a long-chain fructose polymer.  Inulin is known to have nutraceutical properties because it behaves as a soluble fiber, stimulates beneficial gut microflora and enhances intestinal health.  In addition, because of its fructose base, inulin is tolerated well by diabetics.  

The role of the scientists at the UNL Panhandle Research & Extension Center in Scottsbluff was to discover and adapt effective growing parameters for chicory in western Nebraska.  In this effort, we determined most effective plant populations, row spacing, planting depth, irrigation management, soil fertility requirements, insect and disease management and weed control.  Because chicory has not been commercially produced in the U.S., only one herbicide was approved.  Consequently, we have been diligent in providing research data to demonstrate the safety and efficacy of new herbicides for chicory production.  As a result of these efforts, chicory routinely yields 20-22 tons/acre in western Nebraska.

In 2001, the chicory industry was formally initiated when Mr. Dave Hergert established a chicory drying facility in Scottsbluff (U.S. Chicory).  This was the first chicory processing facility in the Americas.  This plant employs approximately 20 workers and produces dried chicory for use in pet foods (pets benefit from the same nutraceutical properties as humans).  In 2005, Mr. Hergert established a roasting facility at Scottsbluff (Chicory U.S.A.) that provides roasted chicory for use as a coffee enhancement.  All of the major chicory coffee producers in Louisiana are using roasted chicory from western Nebraska.  The roasting plant employs another 20 people.

Currently, U.S. Chicory contracts for approximately 1,000 acres of chicory production in western Nebraska.  At $55/ton for chicory roots, the producer grosses approximately $1,100 per acre, making chicory one of the highest value crops in Nebraska.  As the demand for dried and roasted chicory grows, we anticipate that our acreage will expand to 10,000+ within the next five years.

· Osher LifeLong Learning Institute  The nationally connected Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) within the College of Education and Human Sciences. No tests, no assignments just a group of inquisitive learners with wisdom leaders to guide the question/answer discussions. Topics vary to meet the interests of a diverse group of member/learners.  As one of the current 73 Osher Institutes established across the country, UNL is part of a pioneering spirit to create programs for older learners who want to acquire knowledge throughout their lifetimes.

· University of Nebraska Press
As a publisher of exemplary scholarly and popular books for more than sixty years, the University of Nebraska Press is a distinctive member of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln community. Through the work of its staff and resulting publications, the Press fulfills the three primary missions of its host University: research, teaching, and service. Reporting to the Vice Chancellor for Research and in cooperation with a faculty advisory board, the Press actively encourages, develops, publishes, and disseminates first-rate, creative literary work, memoirs, and the results of national and international scholarly research in several fields. The Press facilitates teaching through its publications as well as developing projects particularly suited for undergraduate and graduate university classrooms. The Press serves the University community directly by publishing the work of many UNL faculty authors, maintaining long-term publishing associations with prominent university organizations, sponsoring campus-wide events, hosting publishing workshops, and enhancing the international visibility of the University through its publicity efforts and reviews of its books. The Press's sustained commitment to publications on the peoples, culture, and heritage of Nebraska reflect decades of service to its home state.

· Nebraska State Museum

These figures are for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2005. 

FY 05 --includes people of all ages including school age 

Morrill Hall and Mueller Planetarium        59,060 

Ashfall                                        18,581 
Trailside                                 8,541 
TOTAL ALL 3:                           86,182 

Of this overall total, here is the breakdown you requested for the portion that represents  school age attendance including all the school groups .  For example, we have an annual contract with Lincoln Public Schools under which all 3rd and 5th graders come to Morrill Hall for special educational programs that are tied in with the state standards. 
School age attendance: 

Morrill Hall/Planetarium         38,462 

Ashfall                        11,148 (This is an estimate:  calculated as 60% of total attendance) 
Trailside                  4,270 (This is an estimate: calculated as 50% of total attendance)   

TOTAL                         53,880         

You asked about the programs through which we serve school-age youth. Here are the gallery programs we offer: 

Dinosaurs 
Search among dinosaur fossils for clues to the ancient environments of the Great Plains region. 
Grades preschool-4 
Fossils of Nebraska 
Take a trip through geologic time by investigating Nebraska's rich fossil heritage. 
Grades 4-adult 
Nebraska Ecology 
Discover how Nebraska's community of plants, animals, and microorganisms depend on each other for survival. 
Grades K-3 
People of the Buffalo 
Investigate the importance of the buffalo to Native Americans from the early 1800s to the present. 
Program I: Grades 4-6

Program II: Grades 7-9 
Prairie Ecology 
Explore the diversity of prairie organisms and habitats in the Hall of Nebraska Wildlife. 
Grades 4-adult 
Rocks and Minerals 
Discover how metamorphic, igneous, and sedimentary rocks reveal clues about their environments. 
Grades 5-8 
Water and Wetlands 
Explore wetlands and investigate their role in replenishing habitats. 
Grades 4 - 8
We are in the process of developing gallery programs for the new Explore Evolution exhibit. 

Here are examples of the  Mueller Planetarium programs: 
Did You Know?  How stars are named; the North Star; latest from the Mars Rovers; images from the Cassini probe at Saturn; the most distant galaxies. 
Hubblevision :  best images of the Hubble Space Telescope. The show starts with the planets, then moves outward to nebulae, then galaxies and then  to the deepest reaches of space . 
Sol and Company: for grades 1-4:  Sol (the Sun) and his companions give viewers a fast-paced tour of the Solar System. 

In addition to these programs, we have new renovations in the Marx Discovery Center which includes touchable geology exhibits and a digsite for children that recreates Ashfall Fossil Beds, in which visitors can uncover casts of the fossil rhinos found at Ashfall. 

· Center for Great Plains Studies
The Center for Great Plains Studies is an interdisciplinary, intercollegiate, regional research and teaching program chartered in 1976 by the University of Nebraska Board of Regents and administered in the College of Arts and Sciences at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. A region with highly variable weather set against grassy, rolling land, the Great Plains stretches westward from the Missouri River at Omaha and Kansas City to the Rocky Mountains, and northward from the Texas Panhandle into the Canadian Prairie Provinces. The region invites inquiry into the relationships between the environment and the cultures brought to it by its various inhabitants, as well as the implications of these relationships for the future.

     The purpose of the Center is to promote a greater understanding of the people, culture, history, and environment of the Great Plains through a variety of research, teaching, and outreach programs. To achieve this broad objective, the Center encompasses eight divisions: the Great Plains Art Museum, three academic journals, undergraduate and graduate programs, editing projects, research support, outreach programs, annual interdisciplinary symposia, and Fellows and Associate Fellows.

· Distance education programming

University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Distance Education Enrollments and Student Credit Hours

1995 – 1996 through 2004-2005

	Year
	Enrollments
	Student Credit Hours

	95-96
	788
	2,316

	96-97
	818
	2,404

	97-98
	728
	2,169

	98-99
	712
	2,018

	99-00
	1,034
	3,971

	00-01
	1,707
	5,751

	01-02
	2,801
	8,311

	02-03
	3,165
	9,475

	03-04
	3,463
	10,066

	04-05
	4,206
	12,005
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Table 3

University of Nebraska–Lincoln 

Undergraduate Student Enrollments 

Comparing the Percentage of Resident and Non-Resident  

Enrolled in Distance Education and On-Campus Courses

2000–2001 through 2002–2003

	Year
	UNL Undergraduate Enrollments

	
	Distance Education 
	On-Campus

	
	Resident 
	Non-Resident 
	Resident
	Non-Resident

	2000–2001
	90%
	10%
	86%
	14%

	2001–2002
	87%
	13%
	86%
	14%

	2002–2003
	90%
	10%
	86%
	14%


Note: Distance education enrollments include field courses

Source: Office of Institutional Research and Planning

February 4, 2004

Table 4

University of Nebraska–Lincoln

Graduate Student Enrollments

Comparing the Percentage of Resident and Non-Resident  

Enrolled in Distance Education and On-Campus Courses

2000–2001 through 2002–2003

	Year
	UNL Graduate Enrollments

	
	Distance Education 
	On-Campus

	
	Resident
	Non-Resident
	Resident
	Non-Resident

	2000–2001
	52%
	48%
	58%
	42%

	2001–2002
	48%
	52%
	55%
	45%

	2002–2003
	45%
	55%
	52%
	48%


Source: Office of Institutional Research and Planning

              February 4, 2004

Distance education programs currently offered:

Doctoral Degrees
• Ed.D. or Ph.D. in Educational Studies (specialization in Educational Leadership and Higher Education)
• Ed.D. Joint UNL-UNO program in Educational Administration, focus in K-12 Education
Educational Specialist Degrees  • Ed.S. in Special Education and Communication Disorders, concentration in Behavior Disorders • Ed.S. in Special Education and Communication Disorders, concentration in Deaf Education • Ed.S. in Special Education and Communication Disorders, concentration in Early Childhood Special Education • Ed.S. in Special Education and Communication Disorders, concentration in Severe Disabilities • Ed.S. in Special Education and Communication Disorders, concentration in Visual Impairment (P-12)
Masters Degrees • Master of Agriculture  • Master of Agriculture (concentration in Community Development)  • Master of Science in Architecture (specialization in Interior Design)  • Master of Business Administration  • Master of Business Administration (specialization in International Business)  • Master of Education, Educational Administration, K-12 • Master of Education, Educational Administration, Higher Education  • Master of Science, Family and Consumer Sciences (specialization in Family Financial Planning)  • Master of Science, Family and Consumer Sciences (specialization in Youth Development)  • Master of Education in Special Education and Communication Disorders, focus in Behavior Disorders  • Master of Education in Special Education and Communication Disorders, Deaf Education  • Master of Education in Special Education and Communication Disorders, Early Childhood Special Education • Master of Education in Special Education and Communication Disorders, Severe Disabilities  • Master of Education in Special Education and Communication Disorders, Visual Impairment (P-12)  • Master of Education, Teacher, Learning, and Teacher Education  • Master of Science in Textiles, Clothing, and Design  • Master of Engineering, concentration in Engineering Management  • Master of Science in Entomology

HYPERLINK "http://ianrhome.unl.edu/distanceEd/entomology/degree.shtml"
 • Master of Arts in Journalism and Mass Communications
Certificates and Teaching Endorsements • North Central Association School Improvement Specialist Program (certificate program)  • Certificate in Family and Consumer Sciences, specialization in Family Financial Planning • Certificate in Family and Consumer Sciences, specialization in Youth Development  • Endorsement in Special Education and Communication Disorders, Behavior Disorders • Endorsement in Special Education and Communication Disorders, Deaf Education  • Endorsement in Special Education and Communication Disorders, Early Childhood Special Education • Endorsement in Special Education and Communication Disorders, Severe Disabilities • Endorsement in Special Education and Communication Disorders, Visual Impairment (P-12) • Certificate in Educational Technology   
· Special distance education programs (all online):

· Meat culinology certificate (5 courses)

· Construction management certificate (5 courses)

· Business development certificate (6 courses)

· Advanced Scholars – courses for high school students
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