
Below is a list of study questions to

help you organize your thoughts about

the course and prepare for the third

exam.

Anthropology of War



Coverage

 Kelly: Chapters 3-4

 Keeley: Chapters 10-13

 Meggitt: Chapters 7-10

 Web Readings:
 Anthropology and Counter Insurgency

 Mass Grave in Utah

 Mae Enga war and peace

 Videos
 The Ax Fight

 The Feast



Exam questions I

 What are the five main issues in the debate over the participation of 
anthropologists in wartime or the use of anthropological knowledge 
to support a war effort in the Human Terrain Program?

 How does the organization of Iraqi tribes, religious divisions, and 
ethnic groups in the context of colonial history make national 
integration difficult?

 Given female aggression occurs, what are the patterns in terms of 
 Causes

 Targets

 Means and methods

 What are the age-related trends in male homicide rates and how do 
they compare to female homicide rates?



Exam questions II

 In Robin Wright’s video:
 What is the good news and the bad news in regards to human 

compassion?

 What does he mean by one-zero?  Know some examples.

 What is expanding the moral imagination?

 Trace the anthropological history in the study of human warfare in 
terms of theories of war

 In chapter 3 Kelly understand the
 Island problem (social and ecological circumscription)

 Population density and warfare

 Internal and external warfare among the Jarwara and Bea Andaman groups

 Koro ceremonies and peace-making



Exam questions III

 How are ideas about the Noble Savage expressed in

 War and peace

 Human sexuality

 Conservation

 Sexual equality

 Human stratification and inequality

 Compare and contrast these three major contemporary 
approaches to the anthropological study of war
 Biological and evolutionary

 Diffusion and contact (tribal zone theory)

 Ecological or resource competition models



Exam questions IV

 Under what are the sociocultural conditions under which 

dispute settlement mechanisms are allowed?  Consider 

the following:

 Classic blood feuds

 Formal adjudication

 Individual self-redress

 In chapter 4 why does Kelly believe that chimps do not 

engage in war?



Exam Questions V

 The goal of the Fry and Söderberg article is a critique of the 

coalitionary model of warfare by showing that most violence 

is?

 What are some of the methodological problems in the Fry and 

Söderberg article?

 In The Ax Fight what sorts of roles did women play and how 

was violence controlled?

 Does dating trump context in the archaeological investigation 

of massacre sites?


