Women’s and Gender Studies Program

Graduate Courses

Spring 2012
Cross-Cultural Mentoring II

ANTH/WMNS 809 Sec. 001                                                                         Credits: 3

Willis                                                                                       Class No. Suppressed
M 3:30 – 5:05 p.m., plus at least one hour per week

at North Star High School (to be arranged)

This course is a service learning opportunity with class time AND mentoring time each week. You will be paired with a North Star or Lincoln High School student from a minority, immigrant, refugee or low income family and will meet with your mentee at North Star at least once a week between 8:00 am and 3:00 pm. Although we can consider single semester participation, we prefer that you make a 2-semester commitment to this mentorship because of the needs of the students.  During the fall semester, we will meet as a class once a week for an hour and a half. We will read and discuss several ethnographies of recent U.S. immigrant communities. As you begin your mentoring, you will also use our group meetings to report progress, and for us to brainstorm and share resources with each other. Mentees will need different things, so you might be called upon to help with homework, help your student get a job, fill out financial aid forms or college applications, figure out how to keep a student motivated for schoolwork, as well as to be a friend. During the second semester, you will get 3 credits by continuing your mentoring, meeting at least once a month as a group, and possibly doing additional reading and research on your mentee’s culture or on mentoring.   The fall semester CCMI satisfies the ACE 8 student learning outcome.  We ask you to be flexible and we can be as well; for example you can begin mentoring in the fall OR spring and you can take the second semester as an independent study or internship based on hours required for graduation. 

Requirements: In the fall: read several ethnographies, meet weekly, write a weekly journal on your mentoring experience, research your mentee’s culture, and present a PowerPoint to the class. In the spring: meet at least once a month, write a weekly journal, write a final reflection on your mentoring experience. 

For those of you who want to put some of your WGS study into practice, this is an excellent opportunity! UNL students are paired with mentees of the same sex, and a gender lens is definitely useful in this work. In addition, you will be learning about another country and possibly a culture and religion within that country through research as well as interaction with your mentee (and through our readings first semester and the reports of your student colleagues). WGS students have found it a powerful learning experience. One mentor wrote:

“Looking back at my journals I have come to the conclusion that this has been my most challenging class but it has been the most rewarding I have had thus far in my academic career. There has been no other setting in my learning experience that has made me look this deep into the world around me and there has never been a class that has made me look inside myself and see my own flaws, strengths and privileges as this one has.” 

If you have questions or want more information, and to get permission to register, please email Professor Mary Willis, mwillis2@unl.edu

ARCH 881 Sec. 001                    
Women in Design                                   Credits: 3

Kuska                                       TR 12:30 – 1:45 p.m.                         Class No. 2356
Aim:  This course will study historical and contemporary contributions by women to the design professions related to the built environment.  It will seek to examine the roles and values of women in design and their impact on the assumptions and issues currently held by the profession.  We will evaluate design work by and about women seen in their aesthetic and intellectual context, and identify a feminist perspective and how it affects the workplace.

Requirements: In-class participation, informal response journal, discussion, brochure, research project and presentation.

Tentative Reading List:  Berkeley and McQuaid, Architecture:  A Place for Women; Hughes, ed., The Architect:  Reconstructing Her Practice; selected readings from journals and books.

Rhetorical Theory: Rhetoric of Women Writers
ENGL/WMNS 875A Sec. 101                                                                       Credits: 3

Stenberg                                     T 6:00 – 8:50 p.m.                         Class No. 11602
Aim: This semester we’ll examine women’s discursive practices and their relationship to the 2000-year tradition of rhetoric, analyzing how women’s contributions have subverted and transformed traditional assumptions about rhetorical theory and practice. We’ll focus on some central questions:

· How is "traditional" rhetoric defined? How do women’s contributions work within and against masculine rhetorical traditions?

· What social, political and historical contexts inform women’s rhetorical contributions (or silence)? What has fostered women’s authority as speakers/writers?

· How have women sought to control and revise the construction and representation of their embodied identities: racial, ethnic, physical, sexual?

· How have women challenged assumptions about what "counts" as evidence in the production of knowledge?

· What are the implications of women’s rhetorical practices for teaching writing and rhetoric? 

· What are our ethical responsibilities to speak, write and act? How can women work collaboratively to contribute to our own communities through discursive acts? 

· What are our own rhetorical histories? How can we strengthen our speaking/writing/rhetorical practices in private and public spheres?

With these guiding questions in mind, we’ll explore several specific forms of rhetoric(s) used by women to challenge, expand or rewrite traditional rhetorical theory and practice: silence, listening, "talking back," the body and the erotic, anger.

Teaching Method: Small-group discussions that stem from your weekly writing, full-class discussions, occasional mini-lectures, and student-led facilitations.

Requirements: weekly writing, discussion framing for class, 15-20 page project, active participation

Tentative Reading List: Ritchie and Ronald, Available Means: An Anthology of Women's Rhetoric(s) and other texts available electronically.
American Women Writers: Early Twentieth Century
ENGL 914 Sec.001                                                                                     Credits: 3

Honey                                        T 2:00 - 4:45 p.m.                            Class No. 4461
Contact the English Department for a description.
Seventeenth and Eighteenth-Century Women in Translation

FREN 898 Sec. 001                                                                                    Credits: 3

Carr                                         MWF 1:30—2:20 p.m.                        Class No. 30459
   During the two centuries before the French Revolution, French women enjoyed circumstances more open to female achievement than anywhere else in Europe. As regents during their royal sons’ youth or as mistresses to kings, they exercised considerable political power. The salons they hosted, where they developed their own talents as writers, gave them leverage in the literary and artistic world. Women engaged in science and moral philosophy, despite inferior education opportunities and the misogynistic satire of playwrights like Molière. They financed and founded many of the institutions that allowed Catholicism to recover from the Reformation. It has been argued that women in France’s Canadian colony had even more opportunities than their sisters in France. Ironically, the Revolution of 1789 proved to be a setback for women.

   We’ll read a variety of texts, discuss a movie or two, and examine paintings to assess women’s achievements and the obstacles they had to overcome: historical and sociological studies; works of literature, autobiographies, written mostly by women, but also some by men. Among the figures we will likely treat: the salons of Mme de Rambouillet, Scudéry and Deffand; novelists Mme de Lafayette (The Princess of Cleves) and Graffigny (Letters of a Peruvian); the autobiography of Mme Roland; Mme de Chatelet who introduced Voltaire to Newton; Molière’s The Learned Ladies; Laclos’s Dangerous Liaisons; Mme de Pompadour; Olympe de Gouges’ Declaration of the Rights of Woman; women in Canada as seen in Cather’s Shadows on the Rock.
   Readings, discussions and written will be in English, but the course will count as a 400-level literature course for French majors and minors. If they wish, French majors can do some of the readings or papers in French, but no knowledge of French is needed to take the course.

Sexuality in Nineteenth and Twentieth Century America

HIST/WMNS 802 Sec. 001                                                                          Credits: 3

Holz                                         MWF 1:30 – 2:20 p.m.       
               Class No. 30752

   In recent decades, the study of human sexuality has emerged as among the most vibrant areas of scholarly inquiry, one which cuts across academic disciplines. Yet, for as knowledgeable as we are indeed becoming in this important area of inquiry, many are still surprised to discover that sexuality itself has a history all its own, one which bears little resemblance to the nostalgic (“such things didn’t happen in my day”) reconstructions of the past. Consequently, one of the primary goals of this upper-division course is to assess sexuality’s larger historical sweep, one which is not simply a tale of the march forward of “progress” (from the dark days of repression to today’s supposed tolerance and sexual liberation) but rather something much more complex.

   Sexuality’s larger historical eras therefore—including, though certainly not limited to, the Age of Victorianism, the New Morality, as well as the Sexual Revolutions of the 1960s—constitute the course’s larger narrative framework. However, three topics in particular will serve as the course’s driving focus: the history of birth control (contraception and abortion); the history of homosexuality and gay and lesbian identities, communities, and practices; and the intersections between sex, art, and the media.

   Requirements for the course include: extensive reading of primary and secondary sources (including several full-length books), several papers (both formal and informal), quizzes, an in-class written exam, and active participation in classroom discussion. Graduate students will be expected to fulfill additional requirements.

Graduate Seminar, Comparative History of Women and Gender:
Women, Gender, and Empire

HIST 951 Sec. 001                                                                                    Credits: 3

Jacobs                                       R 4:00 – 6:30 p.m.       
               Class No. 30753
   This class will study the history of women, gender, and empire in comparative perspective.  Key issues will include imperial representations of indigenous women and gender in colonized areas, the role of western/white women in colonization, changes in indigenous gender systems with colonization, colonialism and the realm of “the intimate,” colonization of “the body,” controlling sexuality and reproduction, and the role of science and medicine in colonization and empire. Given the professor’s area of expertise, the course will particularly compare the history of women and gender in the North American and Canadian Wests -- as sites of settler colonialism -- with other colonial/imperial settings in the world, including Australia, Indochina, Africa, and India. No prior knowledge of any of these areas of the world is required. 

Readings will be drawn from the following list:

Warwick Anderson, Colonial Pathologies: American Tropical Medicine, Race, and Hygiene in the Philippines.  Duke University Press, 2006. 

Laura Briggs, Reproducing Empire: Race, Sex, Science, and U.S. Imperialism in Puerto Rico. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002.  

Timothy Burke, Life Buoy Men, Lux Women: Commodification, Consumption, and Cleanliness in Modern Zimbabwe.  Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1996.

Sarah Carter, The Importance of Being Monogamous: Marriage and Nation Building in Western Canada to 1915.  Calgary: University of Alberta Press, 2008. 

Katherine Ellinghaus, Taking Assimilation to Heart: Marriages of White Women and Indigenous Men in the United States and Australia, 1887-1937. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2006.

Victoria Haskins, One Bright Spot. New York: Palgrave/MacMillan, 2005.

Kristin Hoganson, Consumers' Imperium: The Global Production of American Domesticity, 1865-1920 (University of North Carolina Press, 2007).

Nancy Rose Hunt, A Colonial Lexicon of Birth Ritual, Medicalization, and Mobility in the Congo.  Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1999.  

Margaret Jacobs, White Mother to a Dark Race: Settler Colonialism, Maternalism, and the Removal of Indigenous Children in the American West and Australia, 1880-1940. Lincoln: University of Nebraska, 2009. 

Theodore Jun Yoo, The Politics of Gender in Colonial Korea: Education, Labor, and Health 1910-1945. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2008.

Lisa Lindsay, Working with Gender: Wage Labor and Social Change in Southwestern Nigeria.  Heinemann, 2003.

Natalie Molina, Fit to Be Citizens?: Public Health and Race in Los Angeles, 1879-1939. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2006.

Colleen O’Neill, Working the Navajo Way: Labor and Culture in the Twentieth Century.  Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2005.

Adele Perry, On the Edge of Empire: Gender, Race, and the Making of British Columbia, 1849-1871.  Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2001.

Ann Laura Stoler, Carnal Knowledge and Imperial Power: Race and the Intimate in Colonial Rule.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002.  

Lynn Thomas, Politics of the Womb: Women, Reproduction, and the State in Kenya.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 2003.  

Laura Wexler, Tender Violence: Domestic Visions in an Age of U.S. Imperialism.  Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2000.

Lora Wildenthal, German Women for Empire, 1884-1945. Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2001.

Assignments may include primary source analyses of missionary documents and/or photographic collections, book reviews, a mock grant proposal, a conference paper, or a research project. CHECK WITH THE PROFESSOR IN LATE NOVEMBER OR EARLY DECEMBER FOR MORE ON BOOKS AND ASSSIGNMENTS. Margaret Jacobs, mjacobs3@unl.edu 
PSYC 871                         Human Sexuality and Society                       Credits: 3   

Crosslisted as EDPS 871 and SOCI 871

An interdisciplinary approach to the study of human sexuality in terms of the psychological, social, cultural, anthropological, legal, historical, and physical characteristics of individual sexuality and sex in society.

Sec. 001- Esseks                         TR 2:00 – 3:15 p.m.                          Class No. 3973

Sec. 700 – Staff                                   Online                                     Class No. 4616
Seminar: Intersectionality and Race, Class, and Gender

SOCI 998 Sec. 003                                                                                    Credits: 3

Deegan                                       T 6:30 – 9:20 p.m.                         Class No. 30529

The interactions between multiple social statuses are vital to understanding both gender and social change. In addition to examining race, class, and gender, we will explore sexuality, physical disability, and hypermodern structural patterns found in bureaucracies, terrorism, and the use of time. We will have several texts and a significant discussion format resulting in a final paper. Although this is a sociology seminar, interdisciplinary work is intrinsic to the topic and approach used. 

Special Topics: Equity and Science & Math Education 

TEAC 842E Sec. 101                                                                                 Credits: 3

Lewis                                         W 6:00 – 8:50 p.m.                           Class No. 5836
This course offering is directed toward working K-16 teaching professionals and/or graduate students who are interested in improving their understanding of issues of equity, specifically in math and science education, however the ideas included in the course are widely applicable to other subject areas.  We will examine how issues of equity affect teaching and learning in science and math education through discussion of the research literature. 

Topics for the course include, but are not limited to: 

· Gender

· Socioeconomic status and social class

· Underrepresented groups in STEM fields

· Cultural diversity and ethnicity

· Linguistic diversity

· Special education/students with disabilities

For more information contact:

Elizabeth Lewis, Ph. D., Science Education, Department of Teaching, Learning, and Teacher Education, College of Education & Human Sciences  Email: ebl@unlserve.unl.edu
TEAC 930A                       Ethnographic Research Methods                       Credits: 3
Cross-listed as EDPS 930A, FACS930A, NUTR930A
Sec. 101- Sarroub                        W 5:00 – 7:50 p.m.                        Class No. 30040                                                                 

   Ethnography is a research approach developed in anthropology and sociology and directed at obtaining in-depth information about the “lived experience” of groups of people in naturally occurring settings. Ethnographic method has generally been defined as extended contact with a given community with an emphasis given to description of local particularities, including individuals’ perspectives and interpretations of their world.  In this course we will learn how “to do” ethnography by considering various examples of book and article-length ethnographies and by proposing and implementing a small research project.  Discussion and readings will focus on the place of ethnographic research in education, theoretical foundations of ethnography, methods of ethnographic research, analysis of ethnographic data, the writing of an ethnographic report, and the utilization of findings. We will also explore the dissemination of ethnographic research.  
   The readings chosen for the course reflect a range of “problematiques” with which researchers and educators grapple. Hence, we will consider among other issues, relationships among schools, parents, students, families, social and economic class, achievement, ethnicity, culture, nationality, age, race, gender, religion, language use, identity politics, etc. In learning how to do ethnography we will examine how other ethnographers have theorized about the “nitty-gritty” of everyday life in various places and times, and how they represent their ethnographic data and their roles as researchers.  We will examine salient notions of reflexivity and representation as we engage in fieldwork and course readings.   

   Throughout the course we will emphasize the connection between ethnography as method and ethnography as a theoretical space or site. As such, we will evaluate both our work and the work of others as being historically, politically, socially, and linguistically situated.

Dr. Loukia K. Sarroub  LSARROUB@UNL.EDU
Sec. 102- Swidler                        W 6:00 – 8:50 p.m.                        Class No. 30571                                                                 

Contact the Department of Teaching, Learning and Teacher Education for a course description.

TXCD 808 Sec. 001                    History of Textiles                                  Credits: 3   

Crews                                     MWF 9:00 – 9:50 a.m.                         Class No. 5931
Aim:  Textiles in the context of artistic, social, political and economic developments in the cultures of Europe, Asia, Africa and the Americas. Emphasis on evolution of textile design and stylistic differences between cultures.

Independent Study
WMNS 896 Sec. 001                                                                             Credits: 1 - 6

Kalisa                                                Arranged                           Call No. Suppressed

Prerequisite:  PERMISSION OF WOMEN’S AND GENDER STUDIES PROGRAM DIRECTOR, CHANTAL KALISA, 472-9300.

Internship in Women’s and Gender Studies

WMNS 897 Sec. 001                                                                             Credits: 1 - 6

Kalisa                                              Arranged                          Class No. Suppressed

Students may gain practical knowledge in applying concepts learned in WGS classes in a service-learning opportunity with such organizations as Voices of Hope, Friendship Home, the YWCA, Planned Parenthood, and the ACLU. The internship will engage students with particular issues including workplace discrimination against women, prejudice faced by lesbian and gay couples, violence against women, and women’s reproductive health. Together with an on-site internship supervisor and a WGS faculty member, students will design and sign a contract that defines the number of hours to be spent at the organization, types of work, assignments, and how the student will be evaluated and graded. For more information, contact the Women’s and Gender Studies office at 472-9392, Chantal Kalisa at mkalisa2@unl.edu or Rose Holz at rholz2@unl.edu. 

Special Topics:  Introduction to Men’s Studies
WMNS 898 Sec. 001                                                                                  Credits: 3

Deeds                                        TR 6:00 – 7:15 p.m.                        Class No. 30747
Course Description: This course is an introduction to the field of men’s studies from its beginnings in the 1970’s to the present. Drawing from multiple disciplines we will examine the history of men’s movements, the definitions of masculinities, and the intersection of masculine identity with race/ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender performance, age, and other characteristics. Class will include readings and discussion, films, guest speakers, and other experiential activities. Requirements include reading, discussing, active participation, a service learning project, a weekly reflective journal, five observation assignments, and a 20-page final research paper. Graduate students will also select one day to facilitate a discussion of the day’s reading assignment.

Required books and other reading:
Harper, Shaun R. and Harris III, Frank (2010). College Men and Masculinities: Theory, research and implications for practice. Jossey-Bass.

Kilmartin, Christopher. (2010). The Masculine Self (4th Ed.). Sloan Publishing. 

Kimmel, Michael. (2010). Men’s Lives (8th Ed.). Allyn & Bacon.

* There will also be some required reading of articles, chapters, and websites available through Blackboard.
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