SPRING 2009
UNDERGRADUATE COURSES
Gender and Sexuality in the Ancient World
CLAS/WMNS 440 Sec. 001    






     Credits: 3
Duncan


       MWF 1:30 – 2:20 p.m.                            Call No. 8447

Women’s studies, gender studies, and the study of ancient sexuality have produced a great deal of important and interesting research in the field of Classics in the last thirty years.  This seminar aims to introduce students to some of the central figures, debates and questions in these fields within Classics.  The course will expose students to a wide range of ancient texts and visual material, as well as to recent scholarship on these primary materials.  Topics will include: Greek and Roman models of ideal masculinity and femininity, such as the warrior and the silent wife; the Lesbian (and possibly lesbian) poet Sappho; myths of sexual inversion, such as Herakles cross-dressing to serve Queen Omphale; and the scholarly debate about pederasty, or “Greek Love.” 

*COMM 380  Sec. 001         Gender and Communication                          Credits: 3

Staff                                   MWF 11:30 a.m. – 12:20 p.m.                     Call No. 2710 
*NOTE: For Women’s and Gender Studies credit, the student must complete a substitution form with the Women’s and Gender Studies Director. 

Introduction to theory and research in gender and communication. Emphasis will be on gender socialization, sex differences, sex role stereotypes, gender in applied organizational and interpersonal contexts, and gender representations in media. Men/male and women/female issues will be addressed. 

CRIM 339 Sec. 001                Women, Crime and Justice                         Credits: 3

Anderson                                   MW 12:30 – 1:45 p.m.                         Call No. 2753
Note:  CRIM 339 is a Women’s and Gender Studies course and Women’s and Gender Studies majors and minors may take this course without the specified prerequisite.

In this course, we examine the various ways women interact with the criminal justice system. First, we examine the role of gender in society before moving on to women as offenders. One part of this section deals with women in prison and related societal issues. Additionally, we examine the issue of pregnancy and the role it plays in the criminalization of acts that women commit (such as drug use and abortion). Second, we examine the victimization experiences of women by focusing on the risk factors for victimization (individual and societal), outcomes as a result of victimization, and criminal justice responses to women. Finally, we examine women as workers generally and also within the criminal justice system specifically. This final section focuses on the evolution of the various roles of women, as well as the challenges they face in traditionally male criminal justice jobs.
Women and Work in the U.S. Economy
ECON/WMNS 375 Sec. 001                                                                         Credits: 3 

May                                           TR  8:00 – 9:15 a.m.                           Call No. 7801 

This course explores the subject of women and work in the American economy from the colonial era to the present. We will examine the implications of job segregation, the wage gap, and the sexual division of labor in the home and outside the home as well as the impact of class, race, and changing perceptions of women’s work. From Puritan New England in the colonial era, to women in slavery, to sharecropping in the post bellum era, and suburbia in the 1950s, we examine commonalities as well as the rich variety of women’s experiences in paid and unpaid labor, gaining a deeper understanding of contemporary issues surrounding women and work. 
 Sex Roles in Literature: Gay and Lesbian Literature
ENGL/WMNS 212 Sec. 001                                                                         Credits: 3

Staff                                         TR 9:30 – 10:45 a.m.                           Call No. 9053
This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.

Contact the English Department for course description.

ENGL/WMNS 215            Introduction to Women’s Literature                 Credits: 3

Sec. 001 - Staff                           TR  9:30 – 10:45 a.m.                         Call No. 8913
Sec. 003 - Staff                        TR  11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.                   Call No. 8915

Aim:  Introductory course for undergraduates interested in women’s studies and women’s literature. Introduces students to a selection of poetry, short fiction, and film texts. The course is designed to encourage students to reflect on their assumptions about women’s literature.
Sec. 002 - Honey                         TR  2:00 – 3:15 p.m.                          Call No. 8914

Course Description: This course will cover a variety of women writers primarily from the early twentieth century up to the present day and primarily American as a lens through which view the field of Women’s Literature.  The reading list is ethnically diverse and also represents women of different social/economic groups, geographic regions, and affectional preferences. This reflects the huge variation encompassed by the word “women.” One prominent theme of the course will be girls and young women coming of age. Students’ individual responses to the texts will be at the heart of this course. Although I will provide the class with historical and critical frameworks that shape our understanding of these writers, it is the students’ interaction with them that will form the basis of our discussions. 

Teaching Method: Discussion, small group work, student presentations, and extensive writing by students.

Requirements: Weekly response papers to the reading; one oral presentation on a woman writer; two 4-6 page papers. Daily attendance required.

Tentative Reading List: The Awakening Kate Chopin; O Pioneers  Willa Cather; The Color Purple Alice Walker; Their Eyes Were Watching God  Zora Neale Hurston; The Joy Luck Club Amy Tan; Woman Hollering Creek and Other Stories Sandra Cisneros; The Bluest Eye Toni Morrison; American Indian Stories Zitkala-Sa; Paper Wings Marly Swick.
ENGL/WMNS 244B Sec. 001    Black Women Authors                                Credits: 3

Staff                                   MWF 11:30 a.m. – 12:20 p.m.                     Call No. 7793
Contact the English Department for course description.

Introduction to Writing of Poetry: Women and Poetry
ENGL/WMNS 253A Sec. 001                                                                       Credits: 3

Staff                                        TR 2:30 – 3:15 p.m.                              Call No. 7795
Contact the English Department for course description.

Survey of Women’s Literature:  Medieval and Renaissance Women Writers

ENGL/WMNS 315A  Sec. 001                                                                      Credits: 3

Nissé                                   TR 11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.


Call No. 7796
AIM: to explore various genres of Medieval and Early Modern women’s writing from England and Continental Europe (c.1100-1630) within the context of contemporary discourses of gender. We will consider a wide range of issues related to religious, political and scientific categories of sex and gender (both medieval and modern), using these texts.  For example, we will ask how and why these early authors imagine the body and identity differently from the ways we do.

TEACHING METHOD: lectures, discussions, small group work
REQUIREMENTS: Short response papers; 2 formal papers (5 pp. & 8-10pp.); diligent attendance and participation.

TENTATIVE READING LIST: Selected works by Heloise, Marie de France, Christine de Pizan, Hildegard of Bingen, Margery Kempe, Veronica Franco, Elizabeth Cary, Lady Mary Wroth, Anne Askew, Jane Anger, Margaret Cavendish, Aphra Behn, and others; The Secrets of Women; Various recent critical and theoretical readings on early concepts of gender.

ENGL/WMNS 315B               Women in Popular Culture                           Credits: 3

Sec. 001 - Staff                          MWF 8:30 – 9:20 a.m.                
         Call No. 7799
Sec. 002 - Staff
 
       MWF 10:30 – 11:20 a.m.                         Call No. 8904
Sec. 003 - Staff                           TR 2:00 – 3:15 p.m.                            Call No. 8906
Sec. 004 - Dreher                        TR 3:30 – 4:45 p.m.                            Call No. 7800
Aim:  To theorize and analyze as a class the representation of women in popular culture, focusing primarily on television, film, art, and literature.

Requirements:  To be announced.
Contact the English Department for further information.

20th Century Women Writers:  20th Century Lesbian Literature
ENGL/WMNS 414B Sec.101                                                                              Credits: 3
DiBernard                                 TR 2:00 - 3:15 p.m.                              Call No. 8133
This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.

Aim:  We will read and discuss a wide range of lesbian literature written in the U.S. in the 20th and 21st centuries, including autobiographical writings, poetry, novels, short stories, speeches, manifestoes, and essays.  [One geographical exception is the British novel The Well of Loneliness, acknowledged as the first “out” lesbian novel in English.] Our reading will encompass literature by lesbians of different ages, lesbians of color, European-American lesbians, Jewish lesbians, lesbians with disabilities, lower income lesbians, and economically privileged lesbians.  We will consider such questions as what is a lesbian?  what qualifies as lesbian literature?  how does the author's "politics of location" affect her writing?  where are we located as readers of this writing?  The course will be arranged historically so that we can look at the changes in the definition of “lesbian” throughout the 20th and into the 21st century in the U.S., moving into transgender and queer identity as well.  We will use some ideas from queer theory to look at issues of identity and pedagogy, but our attention will primarily be on the personal experience, the human experience, expressed in the writing.  I believe, with Adrienne Rich, that “Theory—the seeing of patterns, showing the forest as well as the trees—theory can be a dew that rises from the earth and collects in the rain cloud and returns to earth over and over.  But if it doesn’t smell of the earth, it isn’t good for the earth.” (“Notes toward a Politics of Location,” Blood, Bread, and Poetry, Norton 1986, pp. 213-14).  

I expect this to be an exciting, challenging class, characterized by open discussions and a feeling of community.  I hope you will want to join such a group.

Teaching Method:  We will do small group work, free writing, round robin discussions, reading aloud, and other experiential activities.  This is a class where you must be active.

Requirements:  A weekly reading journal; reports on out-of-class events; a project which includes an oral report; a final paper; and weekly reading of articles on the class listserve.

Tentative Reading List:  Lillian Faderman, Odd Girls and Twilight Lovers; Radclyffe Hall, The Well of Loneliness; Ann Bannon, Beebo Brinker or another “pulp” novel; Audre Lorde, Zami; writing by Adrienne Rich, including "Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence;" Pat Parker, Movement in Black; Leslie Feinberg, Stone Butch Blues; Chrystos, Not Vanishing; Eli Clare, Exile and Pride; Amelia Montes, stories and theory.  Also articles on lesbian and queer theory on E-Reserve.
HIST/WMNS 225 Sec. 001           Women in History                             
     Credits: 3
Garza
                                   MWF 10:30 – 11:20 a.m.


Call No. 9000

Survey of the role and status of women within Western society from ancient Greece and Rome to contemporary America, with the major focus upon 19th and 20th century developments. Primary emphasis on analysis of the evolution of the position of women in society within the context imposed by cultural milieu, level of technological development, political and economic structure, family structure, and social class.

Sexuality in Nineteenth and Twentieth Century America

HIST/WMNS 402 Sec. 001                                                                          Credits: 3
Holz                                      MWF  2:30 – 3:20 p.m.           
         Call No. 7805        

This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.

This upper-division course is intended to introduce students to some of the key themes in the history of sexuality in nineteenth and twentieth century America. Among the many topics we will explore include: Victorianism and “passionless-ness,” contraceptives and abortion, age-of-consent laws and inter-racial marriage, homosexuality and sexuality in film, music, and literature, to name just a few. Ultimately, my goal is to encourage a curiosity about the various ways people have viewed sexuality in the past in the hopes of provoking even more questions about what this might mean today. Requirements for the course include: extensive reading of primary and secondary sources (including several full-length books), several papers (both formal and informal), quizzes, in-class quick-writes, and active participation in classroom discussion.
SOCI 200                        Women in Contemporary Society                    Credits: 3

Sec. 001 - Smyth                    TR 11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.                      Call No. 6932
Sec. 002 - Kristen                  MWF 11:30 a.m. – 12:20 p.m.                    Call No. 8853

Sec. 101 - Deegan
  

  W 6:30 - 9:20 p.m.


Call No. 6931

Description: This course will focus on the maintenance and change of women's roles in society through such institutions as the economy, family, education, politics and religion.  Various theoretical explanations of women's status are discussed.  These perspectives are applied to an overview of research on women from diverse ethnic, racial and class backgrounds, older women, houseworkers, lesbians, and women as victims. 

*TXCD 325 Sec. 001     Woven and Nonwoven Textile Design                 Credits: 3

Staff                                         MW 3:00 - 5:50 p.m.                   Call No. Suppressed
*NOTE: For Women’s and Gender Studies credit, the student must complete a substitution form with the Women’s and Gender Studies Director.
Prerequisites:  Junior standing; TXCD 206
Please contact the TXCD department for call number and description: 472-2911

*TXCD 408 Sec. 001                  History of Textiles                                   Credits: 3   

Crews                                      MWF 9:00 – 9:50 a.m.                           Call No. 7689
*To obtain Women’s and Gender Studies credit for this course, you could do your project on a woman, and complete a substitution form with the Director of Women’s and Gender Studies.
Prerequisites:  Junior standing; TXCD 206; AHIS 101 or 102 or HIST 101 (Western Civ).
Aim:  Textiles in the context of artistic, social, political and economic developments in the cultures of Europe, Asia, Africa and the Americas.  Emphasis on evolution of textile design and stylistic differences between cultures.

Teaching Method:   Slide lecture, experiential labs and discussion

Tentative Reading List: Elizabeth Barber, Women’s Work in the First 20,000 Years and Jennifer Harris, Textiles: 5,000 Years.
WMNS 101 Sec. 001  Introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies       Credits: 3

Wortmann                              MWF 10:30 – 11:20 a.m.                         Call No. 7786

This course is an introduction to basic concepts of the study of women and gender in America.  We will examine historical connections and major historical figures, contemporary topics and debates, selected international writings, and future issues.  Our course is primarily discussion based.  We will draw upon a broad reading list (including primary sources; historical accounts; and feminist texts).  Class will also include films, outside guest speakers, a Barbie Workshop, activities, and perhaps a field trip or two.  Requirements include reading, discussing, active participation, short in-class response papers and quizzes, and, a course project. Please contact the instructor for any questions or concerns.

Instructor: Dr. Susan Wortmann (402)-472-3664 swortmann2@unl.edu
WMNS 399 Sec. 001                   Independent Study                            Credits: 1-6

Jacobs                                                Arranged                          Call No. Suppressed

Prerequisite:  PERMISSION OF WOMEN’S AND GENDER STUDIES PROGRAM DIRECTOR, MARGARET JACOBS, 472-9300.
WMNS 399H Sec. 001                    Honors Thesis                                 Credits: 1- 6

Jacobs                                               Arranged                           Call No. Suppressed

Prerequisite:  Open to candidates for degree with distinction, high distinction or highest distinction in the College of Arts and Sciences; junior standing or above, with the consent of the instructor.
This course allows WGS majors and minors and LGBTQ Sexuality Studies minors to get credit for their work on an honor’s thesis.  For more information, contact the Women’s and Gender Studies office at 472-9392, or Margaret Jacobs at mjacobs3@unl.edu
WMNS 400 Sec. 001                     Senior Seminar                                     Credits: 3

DiBernard                                   W 2:30 – 5:00 p.m.                  *Call No. Suppressed

This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.
*Note:  This course is required for all Women’s and Gender Studies majors; you cannot graduate without taking this class.  Women’s and Gender Studies minors and LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minors are also welcome.  If you plan to graduate in May, August or December 2009, you should take the Senior Seminar this semester.  The call number will be suppressed in the Class Schedule, so you must contact Professor Barbara DiBernard at bdibernard2@unl.edu or 472-1828 to obtain the call number before you register for the class.
Aim:  The Senior Seminar is meant to be a “capstone” experience for students.  For probably the first time in your college experience, you will be working with only Women’s & Gender Studies students.  That will give us the opportunity to form a WGS community and to delve more deeply into topics and issues than might be possible in a class where the majority of students have other majors.  One of the main goals of the course is to give you the opportunity to do a major research project in WGS.  I will be working with each of you to choose a topic and develop your research plan early in the semester (in fact, I’ll be contacting you about it even before the semester begins).   We will also integrate the research and writing/creation of your project into our class activities, so that you receive regular feedback from your classmates and me.  

Teaching Method:  Expect to be active in this class.  Our mode will be discussion, in-class exercises that involve reading aloud, writing, performing, and using our creativity.  

Requirements:  Weekly response journals; attending and reporting on WGS events on campus and in the community; informal oral reports, and a major research project. 
Tentative Reading List:  Before ordering books, I will poll those of you taking the class by email to find out if there are specific texts or writers/ theorists you want to study before graduating with a WGS major.  We will also integrate WGS-related speakers and programs into our discussions and readings.

It’s a real honor to teach the WGS Senior Seminar.  I look forward to working with each of you, and invite you to contact me at any time before the class starts, at 472-1828, or bdibernard2@unl.edu.  My office is Andrews 337C, and my office hours for fall are 

M 2-3 p.m., T 9:30-10:30 a.m., and Th. 3:30-4:30 p.m. I’d be happy to see you anytime!





--Barbara DiBernard
Internship in Women’s and Gender Studies
WMNS 497 Sec. 001                                                                             Credits: 1 - 6

Jacobs                                            Arranged                              Call No. Suppressed

Students may gain practical knowledge in applying concepts learned in WGS classes in a service-learning opportunity with such organizations as Voices of Hope, Friendship Home, the YWCA, Planned Parenthood, and the ACLU.  The internship will engage students with particular issues including workplace discrimination against women, prejudice faced by lesbian and gay couples, violence against women, and women’s reproductive health.  Together with an on-site internship supervisor and a WGS faculty member, students will design and sign a contract that defines the number of hours to be spent at the organization, types of work, assignments, and how the student will be evaluated and graded.  For more information, contact the Women’s and Gender Studies office at 472-9392, Margaret Jacobs at mjacobs3@unl.edu, or Rose Holz at rholz2@unl.edu. 
OTHER COURSES OF INTEREST

These courses may or may not count toward a Women’s and Gender Studies major or minor.  Please consult a Women’s and Gender Studies advisor before registering.
Shakespeare (Advanced): “Beyond the Bawdy: Sex, Gender, and 
Cross-Dressing in the Works of the Bard”
ENGL 230A Sec. 002
                                                                        Credits: 3                   
Schleck                                MWF 11:30 a.m. - 12:20 p.m.                     Call No. 3403
AIM: To introduce students to Shakespeare’s plays and other major works, focusing on those that thematize sex, gender and romantic escapades.  We will spend considerable time discussing the themes, characters, language and construction of the plays; we will also explore the queering of traditional Renaissance sex and gender roles through performing selected scenes, analyzing film versions of each one, and engaging in logical debate.  All of the written assignments in the course are geared towards encouraging close attention to the language of the plays, logical argumentation, and good critical writing form.

TEACHING METHOD: The course will be a mix of informal discussion/lecture, formal student debate, group performance, and film analysis.    

REQUIREMENTS: One paper, one extensive rewrite, one performance, one prepared debate, one film discussion/ presentation.

TENTATIVE READING LIST: The Rape of Lucrece, Twelfth Night, As You Like It, Cymbeline

Shakespeare (Advanced): “Beyond the Bawdy: Sex, Gender, and 
Cross-Dressing in the Works of the Bard” 

ENGL 430A Sec. 001
                                                                        Credits: 3                   
Schleck                                     MWF 1:30 - 2:20 p.m.                           Call No. 8167
AIM: This class will explore the transgressive sexual and gender identities featured in many of Shakespeare’s major works, focusing particularly on the two comedies Twelfth Night and As You Like It, the romance Cymbeline, and Shakespeare’s poem The Rape of Lucrece.  Drawing on a variety of scholarly articles and methodologies, we will consider the queering of traditional sex and gender roles in the early modern period, as well as their attempted recuperation into normative social structures at the end of plays.  We will discuss the topics of cross-dressing, both on the early modern stage and within the world of the plays, the Renaissance understanding of sexual anatomy, homosexual and homoerotic relationships in the period and other issues surrounding the enacting of sexual and gender roles in the early modern world and stage.  

TEACHING METHOD: A mix of lecture/discussion, small group work, informal student presentations.

REQUIREMENTS: Extensive and careful reading of both primary and secondary literature, Blackboard posting, close reading exercises, and one major paper to be prepared in stages across the course of the semester.  This is an advanced class that assumes student familiarity with the practice of literary criticism and critical writing.  Students who lack experience with the study of literary works or the genre of literary critical writing should contact the professor to discuss the appropriateness of their enrollment.  

TENTATIVE READING LIST: The Rape of Lucrece, Twelfth Night, As You Like It, Cymbeline,
and a variety of articles associated with these plays

PSYC 471 Sec. 001            Human Sexuality and Society                         Credits: 3   

Esseks                                       TR 2:00 – 3:15 p.m.                            Call No. 6752
Crosslisted as EDPS 471 (#3169) and SOCI 471 (#6965)

This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.
An interdisciplinary approach to the study of human sexuality in terms of the psychological, social, cultural, anthropological, legal, historical, and physical characteristics of individual sexuality and sex in society.
SOCI 225                                Marriage and Family                                 Credits: 3

Sec. 001 - Hagewen                    TR 2:00 – 3:15 p.m.                            Call No. 6947
Sec. 101 - West                           M 6:30 – 9:20 p.m.                             Call No. 6948
This course will provide an overview of the family from a sociological perspective. The family is considered to be one of the most private and pervasive social institutions in society. All of us have had contact with at least one family, and many of us will be involved in several different families during our lifetime.  We will focus on current changes in the American family ideals. We first look at changes in the family, theoretical and research frameworks in studying the family and what the concept of family has meant historically.  Throughout the course we’ll look at how social structures shape and restructure the family: gender and family, ethnicity and family, social class and family, family violence and other crisis-related issues. We will also focus on contemporary families and examine love, courtship, sexuality, cohabitation, marriage and divorce.    
TXCD 123  Sec. 001          Clothing and Human Behavior                        Credits: 3

McLeod                                      TR 1:00 – 2:20 p.m.                            Call No. 7631
Analysis of social, cultural, aesthetic, and economic influences on clothing and human behavior.

Family Violence: Focus on Violence against Women and Children

SOCI 498 Sec. 001                                                                                    Credits: 3

Moore (hmoore1@unl.edu)           TR 2:00 - 3:15 p.m.                            Call No. 8288
This course provides an overview of research, theory and policy issues for considering privatized (family-based) violence.  The focus is on violence in families (sociologically defined families) and dating relationships in the United States, although comparative profiles and policies internationally will be discussed.  A primary theme will be to identify and understand the patterned use of violence within families and intimate relationships, and the role of other institutions (political/legal, educational, economic) in addressing such violence.  We will consider the sex/gender, class, racial/ethnic, sexual orientation, immigrant, marital and parental status, educational and other social and power dimensions of the people involved in family based violence, with a special focus on violence against women and children.  

The first section of the course will compare a broad range of social science lenses/perspectives for understanding family violence.  The second half of the course will focus on feminist critiques and analyses of those social science approaches, as well as community and institutional responses to violence against women and children

Primary Texts (assigned readings every week): Barnett, Miller-Perrin and Perrin. 2004. Family Violence Across the Life Cycle. Malley-Morrison and Hines. 2004.  Family Violence in a Cultural Perspective.  

Book Review assignments: The class will require engagement and work on the part of all class members to enhance all of our learning and enable you to widen your lens on women’s contributions to micro- and macro-level patterns in our society. 

Among the additional texts likely to be assigned: Bancroft.  Why Does He Do That?   Buchwald.  Transforming a Rape Culture.   West.  Wounds of the Spirit.   Schwartz and DeKeserady.  Sexual Assault on the College Campus.

Classroom Format: Lecture and student-led discussions of readings.  All students are given a series of options for completing course requirements, ranging from activist projects to a formal classroom paper.  
UHON 395 H Sec. 004   Gender and Sexuality in Latin America               Credits: 3
Ari                                           R 2:00 – 4:45 p.m.                      Call No. Suppressed

This is an honors course; however if there is room, non-honors students will be allowed to enroll.  Please contact Dr. Patrice Berger in the Honors Program at 472-5425 if you would like to enroll.

This course uses a comparative framework to examine the history of gender and sexuality in twentieth-Century Latin America.  The experience of femininity and masculinity will be compared according to time and place, incorporating the novel research that reveals the intimate connections with nation, modernity, race and ethnicity.  The course uses a combination of lectures, reading, discussion and essays.  Lectures aim to provide a breadth of background and incorporate my own interpretations of selected issues.  Readings have been chosen in order to open and present important question and to introduce different perspectives.
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