Summer 2011

Undergraduate Courses

PRE-SESSION

May 16 – June 3

ENGL/WMNS 315B               Women in Popular Culture                           Credits: 3

Sec. 301 - White                 MTWRF 9:30 a.m. – 12:20 p.m.                  Class No. 3870

Sec. 302 - Dreher                   MTWRF 1:00 – 3:50 p.m.                        Class No. 3871

Aim:  This course provides an introduction to women as they have been depicted in popular culture, with a historical focus on the 19th and 20th centuries. 

Saints, Witches, and Madwomen
HIST/WMNS 436 Sec. 301                                                                          Credits: 3
Levin                                 MTWRF 9:30 a.m. – 12:20 p.m.                  Class No. 9338
PREQ: JUNIOR STANDING OR PERMISSION

Images of female visionaries, witches, and madwomen has both frightened and intrigued people for centuries.  Some historical periods have perceived visionary experiences as saintly, while in other periods some women were labeled as witches, and in yet other times certain women have been called insane.  We will examine the topic of how society labeled women on the margins in different historical periods using theoretical, historical, and literary studies.  Some of the questions we will ask include:  How do we define madness, and how is it different for women and men? What is the role of society in defining women as saint, as witch, or as madwoman?  What is the visionary aspect of women's madness?  Why did the outbreak of witchcraft accusations happen in Europe and colonial America? 

Requirements: Include in-class writing and exams, presentations, and out of class papers. 
FIRST FIVE-WEEK SESSION
June 6 – July 8
ARCH 481 Sec. 501                     Women in Design                                  Credits: 3

Kuska                                   MTWRF 9:00  – 10:35 a.m.                     Class No. 1292
Aim:  This course will study historical and contemporary contributions by women to the design professions related to the built environment. It will seek to examine the roles and values of women in design and their impact on the assumptions and issues currently held by the profession. We will evaluate design work by and about women seen in their aesthetic and intellectual context, and identify a feminist perspective and how it affects the workplace.

Requirements: In-class participation, informal response journal, discussion, brochure, research project and presentation.

Tentative Reading List:  Berkeley and McQuaid, Architecture: A Place for Women; Hughes, ed., The Architect: Reconstructing Her Practice; selected readings from journals and books.
Working with GLBT Youth in Professional Contexts
CYAF 447 Sec. 501                                                                                    Credits: 3

Todd                                          TR 1:15 - 5:05 p.m.                          Class No. 9215
This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor but DOES NOT 

count toward the Women’s and Gender Studies major or minor.
The purpose of this course is to introduce contextual considerations and research-informed guidelines for working with Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender youth in professional settings such as educational, mental health, medical, and community outreach. The systemic context of GLBT youth, including developmental transitions, unique stressors, peer relationships, and familial environments, will be explored. Ways to help GLBT youth thrive will be emphasized. For both Family Science majors and non-majors, this course promotes in-depth understanding of the systemic context of GLBT youth and lends itself to application in diverse professional contexts. This course will consist primarily of classroom lecture, class discussion, and out-of-classroom assignments. It is expected that you will read assigned material prior to each class and be prepared to actively contribute to both classroom and small group discussion. Readings will include scholarly articles made available on UNL’s Blackboard. This course counts towards the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor, but will require a substitution form. 

Course Objectives:  Following successful completion of this course, you will be able to:

· Understand and utilize GLBT-inclusive language

· Have a working knowledge of developmental models of GLBT youth coming-out processes

· Understand the systemic context of GLBT youth, including developmental transitions, unique stressors, and familial and peer relationships

· Understand the unique needs of GLBT youth in medical, educational, mental health, juvenile justice, and out-of-home care settings

· Apply principles of working with GLBT youth to one’s professional area of emphasis

Instructor: Maureen Todd, MS   maureen.todd@huskers.unl.edu

-First 5-Week Session cont.-
Introduction to Women’s Literature
ENGL/WMNS 215 Sec. 501                                                                         Credits: 3

Staff                                     MTWRF 9:15 – 10:50 a.m.                      Class No. 3869
Aim:  Introductory course for undergraduates interested in women’s studies and women’s literature. Introduces students to a selection of poetry, short fiction, and film texts. The course is designed to encourage students to reflect on their assumptions about women’s literature.  

For a further description, please contact the English Department.

ENGL/WMNS 315B               Women in Popular Culture                           Credits: 3

Sec. 501 - Staff                  MTWRF 11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.                 Class No. 3872
Aim:  This course provides an introduction to women as they have been depicted in popular culture, with a historical focus on the 19th and 20th centuries. 

Introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies
WMNS 101 Sec. 700                                                                                  Credits: 3

Gandara                                       Online Course                                 Class No. 4556
Computer, E-mail and Internet required.
This course is an introduction to basic concepts of the study of women and gender in America. We will examine historical connections, contemporary topics and debates, as well as future issues and concerns. We will look at women of color as well as white women, working-class along with economically-privileged women, lesbian and heterosexual women, transgender and non-transgender women, older as well as young women, women with disabilities and temporarily able-bodied women.  We will be reading a variety of works by women authors; as we do so, we’ll be exploring the many experiences of being a woman, how societies attempt to socialize us into gender roles, the strategies women use to cope with demands for gender role conformity, and how women render their experience in memoir, fiction, poetry, and prose.  Our focus will be on the human experience in the literature we’re reading, on what it tells us about what it’s like to be the people whose lives we’re invited to imagine, enter, and share, and on what it tells us about the social construction of gender in today’s society. 
WMNS 498 Sec. 501     Special Topics: “Girls Coming of Age”                 Credits: 3

Duke                                      MW 5:30 – 9:45 p.m.                           Class No. 4557 
Adolescence is such an exciting time! For young women and girls it can be a combination of all things dreadful, exuberant, scarring, and revolutionary. Expectations of girls, and of their bodies, behaviors, and wardrobe have both evolved and also remained static throughout time. How have these expectations affected the way girls perceive their value or sense of self-worth?  
-First 5-Week Session cont.-
What influence do culture, gender, race, and class expectations have over the way a girl begins to understand her role in the world? In what ways is the coming of age process a privilege, or a catalyst to begin feeling a negative sense of self?

Throughout this course, students will develop a comprehensive understanding of the intersectionality of gender, culture, ethnicity, socioeconomic status and sexual orientation in the “coming of age” process. We will also explore the ways in which expectations of young women and girls have changed over time in relation to their physical and psychological development.  Finally, we will explore the concept of objectification, and how self-objectification impacts girls’ feelings about their body, personality, and identity.

Tentative Reading List:  Brumberg, The body project: An intimate history of American girls. Inness, Millennium girls: Today’s girls around the world.  Jacob, My sisters’ voices: Teenage girls of color speak out. Orenstein, Schoolgirls: Young women, self-esteem, and the confidence gap.

I would love to meet you! Please e-mail me to schedule an appointment. Instructor: Alysondra Duke, alysondraduke@yahoo.com
FIRST FIVE-WEEK SESSION

OTHER COURSES OF INTEREST
These courses may or may not count toward a Women’s and Gender Studies major or minor, or the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.  Please consult a Women’s and Gender Studies advisor before registering.

CYAF 446 Sec. 501                  Addiction and Families                               Credits: 3

Springer                             MTWR 10:00 a.m. – 12:05 p.m.                  Class No. 1752

Addictions across the life cycle. Theories; behavioral patterns; physiological and psychological impacts on individuals and the family; and implications for intervention.
SECOND FIVE-WEEK SESSION
July 11 – August 11
HIST/WMNS 225 Sec. 601           Women in History                       
   Credits: 3
Wood Seefeldt                              MTWRF 9:15 – 10:50 a.m.
                   Class No. 4525

Survey of the role and status of women within Western society from ancient Greece and Rome to contemporary America, with the major focus upon 19th and 20th century developments. Primary emphasis on analysis of the evolution of the position of women in society within the context imposed by cultural milieu, level of technological development, political and economic structure, family structure, and social class.

Introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies
WMNS 101 Sec. 601                                                                                  Credits: 3

Leichner                             MTWRF 11:00 a.m. – 12:35 p.m.                Class No. 9321
This course is an introduction to basic concepts of the study of women and gender in American society and transnational contexts. We will examine historical connections and major historical figures, contemporary topics and debates, and the future of Women’s and Gender Studies. Topics will include the social construction of gender and sexuality; masculinity; women and work, families, violence, and beauty; and representations of gender in popular culture. This section of WMNS 101 is primarily discussion based, drawing upon an extensive reading list (including primary sources, historical accounts, news articles, novels, and films). Requirements include readings, active discussion and participation, written responses, quizzes, small group work, and a research project. 
Course Objectives:
Successful completion of WMNS 101 means you will: 

1. become familiar with the foundational texts, ideas, historical figures, theoretical debates, and general trajectory of women’s rights movements and feminism(s) in the United States from the 19th century to the present;
2. synthesize material from diverse disciplines and experiences and apply a “gender lens” to reflect critically on women and gender;
3. analyze intersections of gender with other social identities such as race, religion, social class, ethnicity, nationality, age, physical ability, and sexual orientation;
4. display awareness of global issues concerning women, gender, sexuality, and transnational feminisms;
5. demonstrate active engagement with course texts and materials through formal writing and discussion. 

Required Texts and Materials: 

1. Two or Three Things I Know for Sure, Dorothy Allison
2. Desert Blood, Alicia Gaspar de Alba
3. Persepolis, Marjane Satrapi
4. Course Packet available ONLY at Nebraska Bookstore (1300 Q Street)
5. Articles, web pages, or videos linked through or posted on Blackboard at my.unl.edu
6. Computer, internet access, and a printer

-Second 5-Week Session cont.-
Women, Gender and Science
WMNS/AGRI/NRES 385 Sec. 800                                                                 Credits: 3

Boehner                                         Online Course                                Class No.4559

Computer, E-mail and Internet required.
This course will explore historical and contemporary perspectives about science through the lens of sex (male vs. female) and gender (men vs. women).  It will highlight specific accomplishments of women in science and describe potential barriers women may encounter as they pursue a career in science.  The course offers an opportunity to explore a much broader view of science than classically presented.  The online format will be multi-media “lectures” and readings followed by in-class discussion of readings and topics through Discussion board.   Short writing assignments, a research paper of your choice of related topic, and a interview of a scientists (with gender assessments) or a book review are required.  Topics include theories on gender neuroplasticity, biological determinism, gender and scientific subjectivity and biases, race and cultural considerations, language and gender norms.  Current statistics will be analyzed about women in various science disciplines (basic and applied sciences including medical fields of study) and gender-related trends in early math and science education.  Strategies for the inclusion of diverse participants in the process of science will be emphasized.

Please contact the instructor for any questions or concerns: Dr. Patricia Boehner,

(402) 467-1957, pboehner3@unl.edu.
SECOND FIVE-WEEK SESSION
OTHER COURSES OF INTEREST
These courses may or may not count toward a Women’s and Gender Studies major or minor, or the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.  Please consult a Women’s and Gender Studies advisor before registering.

SOCI 225 Sec. 601                   Marriage and Family                                Credits: 3

Staff                                     MTWRF 12:45  – 2:20 p.m.                     Class No. 4545
This course will provide an overview of the family from a sociological perspective. The family is considered to be one of the most private and pervasive social institutions in society. All of us have had contact with at least one family, and many of us will be involved in several different families during our lifetime.  We will focus on current changes in the American family ideals. We first look at changes in the family, theoretical and research frameworks in studying the family 
and what the concept of family has meant historically.  Throughout the course we’ll look at how social structures shape and restructure the family: gender and family, ethnicity and family, social class and family, family violence and other crisis-related issues. We will also focus on contemporary families and examine love, courtship, sexuality, cohabitation, marriage and divorce.    
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