
Cross-Cultural Mentoring II

ANTH/WMNS 809 Sec. 001                                                                                                           Credits: 3

Willis                                                                                                                            Class No. Suppressed

M 3:30PM – 5:05PM, plus at least one hour per week

at North Star High School (to be arranged)

This course is a service learning opportunity with class time AND mentoring time each week. You will be paired with a North Star or Lincoln High School student from a minority, immigrant, refugee or low income family and will meet with your mentee at North Star at least once a week between 8:00 am and 3:00 pm. Although we can consider single semester participation, we prefer that you make a 2-semester commitment to this mentorship because of the needs of the students.  During the fall semester, we will meet as a class once a week for an hour and a half. We will read and discuss several ethnographies of recent U.S. immigrant communities. As you begin your mentoring, you will also use our group meetings to report progress, and for us to brainstorm and share resources with each other. Mentees will need different things, so you might be called upon to help with homework, help your student get a job, fill out financial aid forms or college applications, figure out how to keep a student motivated for schoolwork, as well as to be a friend. During the second semester, you will get 3 credits by continuing your mentoring, meeting at least once a week as a group, and possibly doing additional reading and research on your mentee’s culture or on mentoring.   The fall semester CCMI satisfies the ACE 8 student learning outcome.  We ask you to be flexible and we can be as well; for example you can begin mentoring in the fall OR spring and you can take the second semester as an independent study or internship based on hours required for graduation. 

Requirements: In the fall: read several ethnographies, meet weekly, write a weekly journal on your mentoring experience, research your mentee’s culture, and present a PowerPoint to the class. In the spring: meet weekly, write a weekly journal, write a final reflection on your mentoring experience. 

For those of you who want to put some of your WGS study into practice, this is an excellent opportunity! UNL students are paired with mentees of the same sex, and a gender lens is definitely useful in this work. In addition, you will be learning about another country and possibly a culture and religion within that country through research as well as interaction with your mentee (and through our readings first semester and the reports of your student colleagues). WGS students have found it a powerful learning experience. One mentor wrote:

“Looking back at my journals I have come to the conclusion that this has been my most challenging class but it has been the most rewarding I have had thus far in my academic career. There has been no other setting in my learning experience that has made me look this deep into the world around me and there has never been a class that has made me look inside myself and see my own flaws, strengths and privileges as this one has.” 

If you have questions or want more information, and to get permission to register, please email Professor Mary Willis, mwillis2@unl.edu

Gender and Sexuality in the Ancient World
CLAS/WMNS 840 Sec. 001                                                                                                            Credits: 3

Duncan                                               TuTh 11:00AM - 12:15PM                                     Class No. 21082
Women’s studies, gender studies, and the study of ancient sexuality have been the site of a great deal of important and interesting research in the field of Classics in the last thirty years.  This seminar aims to introduce students to some of the central figures, debates and questions in these fields.  The course will expose students to a wide range of ancient texts in translation and visual material, as well as to recent scholarship on these primary materials.  This is an upper-level undergraduate/lower-level graduate seminar.  All students will take a turn leading class discussion on one day (with a fellow student).  All students will write three short (5-page) papers; they will also take a midterm exam and a final exam.  Graduate students will be expected to produce a 15-page final paper as well.   

Seminar in Gender and Communication
COMM 850 Sec. 001                                                                                                                                 Credits: 3
McBride                                                  Th 5:30PM - 8:10PM                                            Class No. 9459
This course is designed to examine the construction of gendered identities through communication. It is grounded on the premise that all we create gender through communication in various contexts including our relationships, in organization, and in social structures. This course is an opportunity to examine how (and why) masculinity and femininity are socially constructed and maintained and how these gendered identities intersect with other aspects of identity. We will highlight the ways in which language construct these gendered realities and use case studies to critically analyze the various ways that gender is communicated and communicative.  

Instructor contact info:
Chad McBride, cmcbride@creighton.edu

Seminar in Rhetorical Theory: Rhetoric of the Body
ENGL 976 Sec. 001                                                                                                                          Credits: 3
Waite                                                         Tu 6:00PM - 8:50PM                                         Class No. 9650
Aim: While this course will be theoretical in nature, we will be examining quite a wide range of materials (queer theory, memoir, poetry, a novel) that we can think of as “theoretical.” The body is a particularly productive rhetorical, theoretical and material location for examining practices of gender and sexuality as we enact them in the lived world. Taking a critical rhetoric approach to queer theory, this course examines possibilities for disruption and subversion in practices (and also in categories) of embodiment. Raymie McKerrow tells us that "critical rhetoric seeks to unmask or demystify the discourse of power” and that the aims of such an unmasking can reveal “what possibilities for change" are at work (91). This course will take up as its framing questions: how does/can a body disrupt dominant narratives and assumptions about power and identity? What agency does the body employ? What bodies are constituted as possible or desirable, and for whom are bodies constituted? How might the body be said to be at once an argument, a discursive construction, and a lived reality? 

Teaching: Primarily discussion-based seminar, some collaborative small group work.

Requirements: One presentation, reading responses, and one primary writing project 

Tentative Reading:
Kate Bornstein’s Gender Outlaw: On Men, Women, and the Rest of Us
Erickson & Sandilands Queer Ecologies: Sex, Nature, Politics, Desire 
John Sloop’s Disciplining Gender: Rhetorics of Sex Identity in Contemporary US Culture 
Jeanette Winterson’s Written on the Body (novel)
Ruth L. Schwartz Edgewater (poetry) 
Excerpted Texts: Judith Butler, Gloria Anzaldua, Audre Lorde, Susan Stryker, and others
Sexuality in Nineteenth and Twentieth Century America

HIST/WMNS 802 Sec. 001                                                                                                             Credits: 3

Holz                                                       MoWeFr 1:30PM - 2:20PM     
                          Class No. 4850

In recent decades, the study of human sexuality has emerged as among the most vibrant areas of scholarly inquiry, one which cuts across academic disciplines. Yet, for as knowledgeable as we are indeed becoming in this important area of inquiry, many are still surprised to discover that sexuality itself has a history all its own, one which bears little resemblance to the nostalgic (“such things didn’t happen in my day”) reconstructions of the past. Consequently, one of the primary goals of this upper-division course is to assess sexuality’s larger historical sweep, one which is not simply a tale of the march forward of “progress” (from the dark days of repression to today’s supposed tolerance and sexual liberation) but rather something much more complex.

Sexuality’s larger historical eras therefore—including, though certainly not limited to, the Age of Victorianism, the New Morality, as well as the Sexual Revolutions of the 1960s—constitute the course’s larger narrative framework. However, three topics in particular will serve as the course’s driving focus: the history of birth control (contraception and abortion); the history of homosexuality and gay and lesbian identities, communities, and practices; and the intersections between sex, art, and the media.

Please be advised that the reading and writing for this class is heavy. Requirements for the course include: extensive reading of primary and secondary sources (including several full-length books), several papers (both formal and informal), quizzes, an in-class written exam, and active participation in classroom discussion. Graduate students will be expected to fulfill several additional requirements.

Pre-modern European History through Biography
HIST 830 Sec. 001                                                                                                                           Credits: 3

Levin                                                         TuTh 9:30AM - 10:45AM                                   Class No. 9699   
How did the Norman Princess Emma become queen of England twice, wife of Ethelred the Unready and of Cnut? Was Eleanor of Aquitaine a "whore instead of a queen", as some monkish chronicles maintained? Should we call Joan of Arc a saint or a witch? Did Martin Guerre return to his wife Bertrande after years of wandering or was it an impostor? These are some of the questions to be addressed in this course on European history through biography focusing on the late medieval/early modern period. We will examine how history can be used to serve social, cultural, and political needs, and the difficulties of determining the historic "truth" about a person or event. We will be reading contemporary accounts, modern historical analysis, and fictional and dramatic representations   Assignments include a number of short papers, presentations, and a major research paper. Students who do their research papers on women can get credit for the graduate Women and Gender Studies Program certificate.

Seminar in US Women’s and Gender History

HIST/WMNS 841 Sec. 001                                                                                                             Credits: 3

Jagodinsky                                             TuTh 9:30AM - 10:45AM                                   Class No. 22932 
This course examines the ways in which women in the regions now known as the United Sates have experienced and given meaning to their history from around 1500 to the present.  The class also explores gender as a system of power relations that has been integral to the shaping of American politics and public policy and the development of the American economy.
-cont. on next page-

Course Objectives:

· To explore shifts in the social and cultural construction of gender over time

· To examine changes in women’s and men’s status in the U.S. across cultures and over time

· To identify common struggles faced by women in their attempts to define, maintain, or gain power in changing historical circumstances

· To investigate differences among women based on class, race, sexual orientation and other socio-cultural factors

· To develop historical skills including:

· the critical analysis of primary and secondary sources

· the mastery of causality and chronology in significant events in U.S. gender history

· the ability to explain complex factors contributing to historical change

· successful reading, writing, and analytical strategies

· collaborative and active participation in analytical discussion

Course Format: Tuesday Lectures & Thursday Discussions

This course includes an undergraduate and graduate section, allowing undergraduates to benefit from graduate mentorship and encouraging graduate students (who will be expected to meet collectively with the instructor in addition to scheduled course meetings) to broaden their understandings of American gender history

Students will be expected to participate enthusiastically in class discussions and to prepare written assignments that demonstrate their ability to summarize major trends in U.S. gender history and to critically analyze major debates in U.S. gender historiography.

Course Readings:  Ellen Carol DuBois and Lynn Dumenil, Through Women’s Eyes: An American History with Documents—in addition to other critical and creative works to be announced

Contact: Professor Katrina Jagodinsky, kjagodinsky@unl.edu

PSYC 871                                           Human Sexuality and Society                                          Credits: 3   

Crosslisted as EDPS 871 and SOCI 871

Sec. 001 – Esseks                                   TuTh 2:00PM – 3:15PM                                      Class No. 3978
Sec. 700 – Esseks                                                 Online                                                      Class No. 4390
An interdisciplinary approach to the study of human sexuality in terms of the psychological, social, cultural, anthropological, legal, historical, and physical characteristics of individual sexuality and sex in society. Open to advanced students planning careers in the professions in which knowledge of human behavior and society is important (e.g., helping professions, medicine, law, ministry, education, etc.).
Culture and Schooling: Special Topics
Identities in Transition: Family Diversity, Schooling, Culture, & Adoption

TEAC 840D  Sec. 101                                                                                                                      Credits: 3
                                           
Raible

                           
Th 5:00PM - 7:50PM                                        Class No: 16553      
What happens when children of one race/culture are adopted by parents of another race/ culture? The class uses a balance of research studies, memoir, and film to delve into transracial adoption as a social experiment. As a microcosm of unresolved social issues, transracial adoption, remain
controversial, particularly now that more and more gay and lesbian parents are choosing to adopt. 
The seminar addresses broader sociocultural questions such as: How are families changing? How can schools address these changes through multicultural education? How do our conceptualizations of identity and culture change in response to family diversity? How can we (as individuals and professionals) understand and support the expansion of family diversity? Final course projects are individualized based on the professional interests of students and what will prove useful in their own lines of work.

Seminar in Literacy Studies: Language, Culture, and Education
TEAC 921D Sec. 001                                                                                                                      Credits: 3

Sarroub
                           
We 5:00PM - 7:50PM                                       Class No: 16555      

This seminar emphasizes language and culture as a means for knowledge building.  Rooted in linguistic and cultural anthropology, the course offers the opportunity to examine how social categories relevant to education--gender, race, social class, identity, among others--are historically, socially, culturally, linguistically, and institutionally constructed.  Particular consideration will be given to the communicative functions within and across social, cultural, and institutional contexts.  The course will address other topics such as standardization, dialects, registers, cross-cultural communication, and the relationships among language, identity, status, and solidarity. In part, our discussions will focus on the nature of academic language and the development of literacy. Most importantly and as Alessandro Duranti (2001) suggests, “While paying attention to the local and global context of communication, it is the moment-by-moment construction of “texts”—broadly defined—that is emphasized in the effort to uncover the mechanisms and resources that make the meaning of human action, words included, possible, interpretable, and consequential.
 We will also explore various constructs of the idea of "culture" (and related notions, such as "discourses”, "discourse communities”, "imagined communities", “activity systems”, "thought collectives”, and "communities of practice").  Our study of "culture" will include readings focused on the interactions of cultures in schools, communities, and society.  As such, we will read about diverse communities and their social and political relationships to schools and related institutions, changes in demographics, and economic and political structures in the United States and the world.
 
Because this course relies on an interdisciplinary approach to language and culture, readings will be drawn from a variety of fields, including education, anthropology, literacy studies, sociolinguistics, sociology, and education policy studies.
TMFD 808 Sec. 001                                   History of Textiles                                                    Credits: 3   

Crews                                                   MoWeFr 9:00AM – 9:50AM                                  Class No. 6093
Aim:  Textiles in the context of artistic, social, political and economic developments in the cultures of Europe, Asia, Africa and the Americas. Emphasis on evolution of textile design and stylistic differences between cultures.

Independent Study
WMNS 896 Sec. 001                                                                                                                 Credits: 1 - 6

Kalisa                                                                   Arranged                                          Call No. Suppressed

Prerequisite:  PERMISSION OF WOMEN’S AND GENDER STUDIES PROGRAM DIRECTOR, JULIA SCHLECK, 472-9300, jschleck2@unl.edu
Internship in Women’s and Gender Studies

WMNS 897 Sec. 001                                                                                                                Credits: 1 - 6

Kalisa                                                                    Arranged                                      Class No. Suppressed

Students may gain practical knowledge in applying concepts learned in WGS classes in a service-learning opportunity with such organizations as Voices of Hope, Friendship Home, the YWCA, Planned Parenthood, and the ACLU. The internship will engage students with particular issues including workplace discrimination against women, prejudice faced by lesbian and gay couples, violence against women, and women’s reproductive health. Together with an on-site internship supervisor and a WGS faculty member, students will design and sign a contract that defines the number of hours to be spent at the organization, types of work, assignments, and how the student will be evaluated and graded. For more information, contact the Women’s and Gender Studies office at 472-9392, Julia Schleck at jschleck2@unl.edu or Rose Holz at rholz2@unl.edu. 
Special Topics in Women’s and Gender Studies: Introduction to Men’s Studies
WMNS 898 Sec. 001                                                                                                                      Credits: 3

Deeds                                                      TuTh 6:00PM - 7:15PM                                       Class No. 4848

This course is an introduction to the field of men’s studies from its beginnings in the 1970’s to the present. Drawing from multiple disciplines we will examine the history of men’s movements, the definitions of masculinities, and the intersection of masculine identity with race/ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender performance, age, and other characteristics. Class will include readings and discussion, films, guest speakers, and other experiential activities. Requirements include reading, discussing, active participation, a service learning project, a weekly reflective journal, five observation assignments, and a final research paper. Graduate students will also select one day to facilitate a discussion of the day’s reading assignment.

Required books and other reading:

Kilmartin, Christopher. (2010). The Masculine Self (4th Ed.). Sloan Publishing. 

Kimmel, Michael. (2010). Men’s Lives (8th Ed.). Allyn & Bacon.

* There will also be some required reading of articles, chapters, and websites available through Blackboard.

Instructor Contact Info: Jan Deeds, 402-472-2598, jdeeds1@unl.edu
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