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From the Director

No Limits: Two Perspectives

This newsletter announces a name 
change in our program, from 
“Women’s Studies” to “Women’s 
and Gender Studies.”  The Women’s 
Studies faculty voted to change 
the name of the program after 
more than a year of discussion 
and research.  It took several 
more months for the proposal to 
work its way up the academic 
hierarchy, but now it is official.  
The new name better represents 
the research and teaching interests 
of many of the faculty and the 
direction of Women’s Studies 
nationally.  It also represents a 
commitment to LGBTQ/ Sexuality 
Studies, now an approved minor 
which is administered through 
the Women’s and Gender Studies 
Program.  However, the Program 
faculty are also adamant that 
“Women’s Studies” is a major part 
of our identity, and that many of 
our courses will remain centered 
on the lives, experiences, and 
accomplishments of women.  The 
name change appropriately comes 
in the 30th year of our program, 
reflecting our history and looking 
forward to our future.  
The Women’s and Gender Studies 
Program is dynamic and growing.  
Last fall I reported on the new 
courses we developed to strengthen 
the program; all of them will be 
taught next year, giving students 
a much wider range of courses 
from which to choose.  Our spring 
Colloquium series, again centered 

What I loved most about attending No Limits was 
the open dialogue and welcoming atmosphere.
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By Melanie Hellwig, senior Women’s 
Studies and Psychology major
This was my first time attending the 
annual Women’s Studies Conference, No 
Limits, held this year at UNO, and I had 
no idea what to expect. I was impressed 
by the array of topics discussed and that 
this was a student conference, one that 
was attended largely by peers. I might just 
be partial to the students I have interacted 
with, but I was most impressed with the 
presentations given by UNL students, both 

undergraduate 
and graduate, 
especially in 
the areas of 
fiction in the 
session Short 
Stories, and 
in the session 
Generations of 
Women, which 
featured a more 
in-depth look 

at experiences in the personal as well as 
academic domains. 
What I loved most about attending 
No Limits was the open dialogue and 
welcoming atmosphere; the empowerment 
aspect of Women’s Studies was present 
at this conference. After one session I 
attended, the participants and audience 
members had a wonderful discussion 

By Tamy Burnett, graduate student in 
English and Women’s Studies
I attended both Friday and Saturday 
sessions at the 2006 No Limits Conference, 
hosted this year by UNO.  This is my third 
year participating in and attending No 
Limits events.  Each year I have been 
impressed by the quality of discussion 
and presentations, and this year was no 
exception.
I saw presentations ranging from the 
marketing and selling of sexual aids to 
the impact 
of long-dead 
women rulers 
as seen through 
art; from the 
role clothing 
and sexual 
e up h e m i s m s 
play in 
s u p p o r t i n g /
c h a l l e n g i n g 
rape culture to creative non-fiction and 
poetry detailing the authors’ experiences 
with families, cultural expectations, 
and their own understanding of gender 
performance; from the various plights 
of international women as refugees or 
victims of political oppression and sexual 
slavery to how lesbian social networks 
function. (The last was as much a lesson in 
social science research and data gathering 
Continued on Page 5Continued on Page 4
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by Whitney Douglas, Ph.D. Student, English and 
Women’s Studies
Eric Turley and I conducted research on the 
rhetoric of the suffrage movement in Nebraska 
in Joy Ritchie’s 4/875A: Rhetoric of Women 
Writers class in spring 2004.  Then, by a stroke 
of luck, Steve Buhler was in contact with Judy 
Hart of Angels Theatre Company.  Judy wanted 
to do a play on suffrage, specifically in Nebraska, in 
celebration of the 85th anniversary of the ratification 
of the 19th amendment.  She asked Steve if there were any 
graduate students he knew doing work on this.  He talked to 

a few, and someone from Joy’s 
class gave him our names. 
Thus began our adventure 
together. 

Judy secured grants from 
various organizations, and 
found a playwright.  Using 
our research materials and 
papers Eric and I had written 
(both for class and those we’ve 
presented at local and national 
conferences), she wrote a play 
about the movement here in 
Nebraska. 

One of the things we uncovered 
in the course of our research was a suffrage campaign map, 
wherein the suffragists divided the state of Nebraska into 
twelve districts for campaigning purposes.  We want to take 
the play to at least one location in each of those districts. (We 
have bookings as far away as McCook and Scottsbluff.)

The purpose of the play is to reignite civic dialogue about 
the importance and responsibility of voting.  Following each 
performance, Eric and/or I will moderate a discussion about 
our research and then segue into audience conversations 
about voting in Nebraska.  What’s especially great about this 
project are the ways Judy Hart has brought together so many 
community members throughout the project, making it a truly 
collaborative effort.  
More information can be found at: 
http://www.angelscompany.org/DeVoted/index.htm

Women’s Studies Research in Action

DeVoted Women Project

The purpose of the play is to reignite 
civic dialogue about the importance and 
responsibility of voting.

By Rachel Groothuis
Dr. Stephen Lahey of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
spoke to a full room on February 16th.  His discussion, 
“Jesus and Mary Magdalene: The Opposing Orthodoxies 
of Thomas Aquinas and Joseph Smith and Their 
Curiously Consonant Anti-Feminist Results,” focused on 
differences and similarities between Catholic and Mormon 
understandings of Jesus’ marital status and sexuality.  
Lahey pointed out that while Jesus’ celibacy is highly 
important to Catholicism, it is perhaps not as necessary to 
the Mormon religion.  He argued that whether the church 
recognized Jesus as a married or celibate individual, each 
church’s views on women remained similar, as in both 
the Catholic and Mormon religions women continue 
to serve in positions of secondary power.  Audience 
members represented 
a broad range of 
faiths, including 
Catholicism and 
Mormonism, making 
the question and 
answer session 
following Lahey’s 
p r e s e n t a t i o n 
thought-filled and 
provocative.

Right: Stephen Lahey 
speaks at the February 
16th Colloquium.

Women’s Studies Spring 2006

Colloquium Series
To support the Women’s and Gender 

Studies Program’s new minor in 
LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies, the 
2005/2006 Colloquium Series 
featured presentations on 
topics related to sexuality.

The Spring series included 
talks in February and March and 

a library workshop in February.

This year’s colloquium series was one of 
the best-attended and most successful in recent 
memory, evidence of the interest in and need for a 
minor in the subject.

February 2006

Catholicism, Mormonism, 
and Jesus’ Sexuality
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Faculty Achievements
Sixteenth Century Journal 
(2005) and CAA Reviews 
on-line (College Art 
Association, 11/11/2005).
Wendy Weiss and Jay 
Kreimer are exhibiting 
their installation entitled 
“Traveler’s Field” as part 
of an exhibition entitled 
“Installation/Innovation: 
Textile Art in the 21st 
Century” at the San 
Francisco Museum of Craft 
+ Design from February 
17 through May 29.  Weiss 
and Kreimer have also been 
invited to create new work 
for an exhibition called 
“Space of Change” at the 
District of Columbia Art 
Center from September 8 
through October 8, 2006.

Tom Carr published Voices 
of Seventeenth-Century 
Abbesses: Preaching by 
Women at Port-Royal [Voix 
des abbesses du Grand 
Siècle: La Prédication 
au féminin à Port-Royal] 
(Tubingen: Narr, 2006).

Ruth Heaton has been 
awarded an Outstanding 
Teaching and Instructional 
Creativity Award.  Heaton 
is an associate professor in 
the department of Teaching, 
Learning and Teacher 
Education; her specialty is 
mathematics education. She 
is the author of Teaching 
Mathematics to the New 
Standards: Relearning 
the Dance, published by 
Teachers College Press 
in 2000 and has worked 
on several NSF-funded 

projects, as well as a school-
university partnership 
with teachers from Roper 
Elementary School.
Jenn Hunt has received a 
grant from the National 
Science Foundation to 
study the effects of African 
American  Hurricane 
Katrina evacuees on racial 
attitudes and stereotypes 
among members of the 
predominantly White 
communities that housed 
the evacuees.
Carole Levin was awarded 
a National Endowment 
for the Humanities long 
term fellowship for a book 
on early modern English 
dreams from the Folger 
Shakespeare Library in 
Washington, DC for 2006-
07. She also helped bring the 
traveling exhibit “Elizabeth 
I: Ruler and Legend” to 
UNL.  The exhibit outlines 
the life and reign of 
Queen Elizabeth and was 
organized by the Newberry 
Library to celebrate the 
400th anniversary of her 
death. The exhibit remains 
on display at Love Library 
through April 20.
Amelia Montes has been 
awarded tenure and 
promoted to Associate 
Professor. She also 
published a critical essay, 
“María Amparo Ruiz: A 
Transhistoric Tradition,” 
in  Symbolism:  A New 
International Annual of 
Critical Aesthetics Journal 
(Volume IV, 2005, pp. 293-
311) and a short story, 
“Amígdala,” in River City 
Journal (University of 
Memphis. Volume VII, 
2005, pp. 84-90).

Susan Poser recently 
received the Shining Light 
Award from the Nebraska 
State Bar Foundation for her 
work on the new ethics rules 
for lawyers in Nebraska.  
The award  “recognizes the 
outstanding legal research 
conducted by a lawyer 
in Nebraska, whether a 
practitioner, academician, 
or a non-practicing lawyer.”  
Linda Pratt wrote the 
introduction to a new edition 
of Meridel LeSueur’s novel, 
The Girl, recently published 
by West End Press.
Hilda Raz and Aaron Raz 
Link’s What Becomes You 
will be published next 
spring by the University of 
Nebraska Press.  The book 
tracks Aaron’s transsexual 
transformation from both 
his point of view and Hilda’s, 
his mother.
Saints, Sinners, and Sisters: 
Gender and Northern Art in 
Medieval and Early Modern 
Europe, a book of essays 
edited by Alison Stewart 
and Jane Carroll, published 
in 2003 by Ashgate, has 
received very favorable 
reviews in Women’s Art 
Journal (Fall/Winter 2006), 

Jamie Stock (Women’s Studies graduate, 2003) will be 
entering graduate school in the Women’s Studies Program at 
San Francisco State University in the Fall.
Maureen Gallagher, a graduate student in German and 
Women’s Studies, has been awarded a Fulbright to Germany 
for the 2006-2007 academic year.
Carmel Morse, former Women’s Studies graduate assistant, 
presented papers at the Women and Arts 8 Conference at 
Marquette University in March and at the Popular Culture/
American Culture Association Conference in April.  Her 
poem “Cinerarium” will appear in the May 2006 issue of the 
journal Children, Churches and Daddies.

Student News and Alumnae Updates




