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Learning Objectives

1. Families will be able to understand some potential next 
steps as they navigate through the process of services 
for autism  from Early Childhood to Post Secondary

2. Families will be able  to learn about some guiding 
questions and resources to inquire about as you speak 
with schools, clinics or providers.



You got this! 

Your child is absolutely great, unique, 
joyful and capable of learning.





Framing for session today

Early Intervention (Birth-3*) Part C Resources to investigate; 
State/Federal Funding(Community Center Boards)
Health Insurance/Medicaid
Community 

School Age (3-21) Part B Resources to investigate; 
State/Federal Funding(Community Center Boards)
Health Insurance/Medicaid
Community

Transition, Post Secondary, Resources to investigate; 
State/Federal Funding(Community Center Boards)
Health Insurance/Medicaid
Community



Early Intervention(Birth-3*) Part C



1. What is Early Intervention- Part C?

● Every State has funding to support children who 
have a disability or who have predictive factors 
that would suggest they need need intervention at 
an early age. 

Early Intervention 0-3 (Part C)



1. Contact your Community Center Board (State/Federal Funds)
a. Every State has funding to support children with disabilities

Early Intervention 0-3 (Part C)

https://hcpf.colorado.gov/community-centered-boards


2. Contact your Health Insurance 
Most Health Insurance companies will provide funding 
to gain access to the following 

a. Applied Behavior Analysis-BCBA
b. Speech Language Pathology
c. Occupational Therapy 

Early Intervention (0-3- Part C)



What is ABA-Applied Behavior Analysis 
Research shows that Applied Behavior Analysis, or ABA therapy, is 
the most effective form of autism treatment. The goal of ABA is to help 
individuals with autism learn new skills in all areas of development and 
minimize behaviors that impact their learning. 

https://tbh.com/autism-therapy/what-is-aba-therapy/


Early Intervention (0-3- Part C)

2. Contact your Health Insurance 
Colorado Pediatric Behavior Therapies

https://hcpf.colorado.gov/pediatric-behavioral-therapies-provider-list


How do I know a person or program is a good 
fit for my family and child?



Early Intervention (0-3- Part C)

3. Get involved with your Community and Community Resources



Early Intervention (0-3- Part C)

4. Engage in Parent Training

- Be present for services that therapist provide in your home, ask 
question, watch and model. 

- Join online sessions - Hanen -Speech Language Based Model

- Watch Modules- Early Start Denver Model -ESDM



DayCare Providers 

1. Find a loving daycare provider that supports play based learning 
2. If you qualified for Part C, as described above, the therapist could go into 

the daycare at times 
3. If you have an outside BCBA or SLP inquire if they could come in to do a 

session or 2 to model practice.
4. Small class size and high staff ratio might be best 
5. Provide them with the autism toolkit provided in your resource handout
6. Provide other services to child after daycare or on weekends.



Early Intervention (0-3- Part C)
Contact Community Center Board 2. Contact Health Insurance 3. Get connected with your community4. Engage in Parent 
Training



School Age(3-21) Part B



School Age 3-21(Part B)
What is School Age- Part B(3-21) 
Services for school-aged children with developmental disabilities (3 through 21 years of age) 
are provided free of charge through the public school system. Among the services covered 
under IDEA are

1. Special education;
2. Physical Therapy
3. Occupational Therapy
4. Speech therapy;
5. Supplementary aids and services,

a. adaptive equipment
b. special communication systems.



School Age 3-21(Part B)
1. Contact your Public School District 

a. Contact the Child Find team of your current district
i. If you are receiving part c services, they will help guide you 

through this process.
b. Team will schedule an Evaluation
c. If your child qualifies for special education, your child will have 

an  Individualized Education Plan(IEP- instead of IFSP) 
d. Services such as special education, speech and language, 

occupational therapy will be provided through school. 



Private School

a. You can let them know you are concerned about or 
have a diagnosis of autism.

b. Inquire about the services they offer children who 
have a disability 

c. Private Schools can offer special education but they 
are not required to, unlike public

d. Would they be open to having therapist come into 
the learning environment? 

School Age 3-21(Part B)



2. Contact your Health Insurance 
Most Health Insurance companies will provide funding to gain 
access to the following 

a. Applied Behavior Analysis
b. Speech Language Pathology
c. Occupational Therapy 
d. Social skills groups 
e. Social Emotional or mental health 

supports 

School Age (3-21) Part B



School Age-3-21(Part B)
3. Get involved with your Community and Community Resources

Organized Sports/Activities 

- Dance 
- Soccer 
- Gymnastics
- Tee Ball 
- Swimming 
- Music Lessons
- Art lesson 
- Church gatherings and activities 

Community Events- Autism Society of your State  Festivals, Farmers Markets, 
Music, 





Advocacy 



School Age Steps 1, 2, 3, 
Contact Community Center Board 2. Contact Health Insurance 3. Get connected with your community 4. Contact Advocacy group



Transition and 
Postsecondary 



School Age 3-21(Part B)
What is School Age- Part B(3-21) 
Services for school-aged children with developmental disabilities (3 through 21 years of age) 
are provided free of charge through the public school system. Among the services covered 
under IDEA are

1. Special education;
2. Physical Therapy
3. Occupational Therapy
4. Speech therapy;
5. Supplementary aids and services,

a. adaptive equipment
b. special communication systems.

Transition(9th-12th Grade) and Post Secondary



Transition(9th-12th Grade) and Post Secondary
● Employment (e.g., integrated competitive employment);
● Postsecondary education and training (e.g., career and 

technical education and training, continuing and adult 
education, college); and

● Independent living skills (when appropriate) (e.g., adult 
services, independent living or community participation).



Post Secondary(18-21- beyond

- 4 year college
- 2 year college 
- Transition or certification programs-KU/Arapahoe county/UNC 
- Transition to college programs - Inclusive higher Ed Metro State.
- Technical College- Emily Griffith in Colorado
- Stay in the high school program till 21
- Transition to an 18-21 type of program 

- 18-21 specific programs within your school district
- TACT- Teaching Autism Community Trades 
- Project Search- out of Anschutz medical campus, prepares student for job
- Revel-Small group supports 



Transition(9th-12th Grade) and Post Secondary

1. Community Center Board 

Still maintain Contact your Community Center 
Board and keep having conversation about 
services and funds to access those services.  



2. Contact your Health Insurance 
Most Health Insurance companies will provide funding to gain 
access to the following 

a. Applied Behavior Analysis
b. Speech Language Pathology
c. Occupational Therapy 
d. Social skills groups 
e. Social Emotional or mental health 

supports 

Transition(9th-12th Grade) and Post Secondary



3. Get involved with your Community and Community Resources

Sports/after school clubs- follow your child’s interests and passions 

- Guitar club
- Art club
- Running club 
- Cooking clubs
- Robotics Club
- Social events through local autism chapter 
- Begin thinking if your student could engage in entrepreneur classes so they can 

start their own business.  

Community Events- Autism Society of your State  Festivals, Farmers Markets, 
Music, 

Transition(9th-12th Grade) and Post 
Secondary



4. Engage in Parent Training

Equip yourself with the knowledge and resources that your child needs 
to succeed by researching and contacting your Autism Community 
Resources.

As your Child becomes an adult there will be ever changing resources 
and information. Contact Advocacy groups to help you navigate the 
process.  

Transition(9th-12th Grade) and Post 
Secondary



Early Intervention -Post Secondary 
Contact Community Center Board 2. Contact Health Insurance 3. Get connected with your community4. Engage in Parent 
Training



Resources 

The resources I used to develop this presentation can all be 
found on your resource guide. 

The materials were supported by local resources in colorado 
and their websites and videos. 



Thank you! 

Katie Lents M.Ed., BCBA
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