CRIM 101 Film Schedule - Spring
(6:30 pm; 535 Nebraska Hall)
There are a number of extra-credit movies planned during the semester.  Students may receive extra credit for attending and writing a paper on up to six films.  Students may attend all, a few, or none of the films.  Students will receive up to 5 points of extra credit for every film they attend (you must sign in), and paper they subsequently submit.  Students who attend six films and write six quality papers can achieve a total of 30 extra-credit points (10% of the course grade).  Each paper is to be a minimum of 400 words in length (note the word count at the bottom of the paper). The papers are to address the study questions that have been prepared for each film.  The study questions are on the web at www.unl.edu/eskridge/Film Questions.doc.  Papers are to be submitted via Canvas under each week’s modules by the due date as noted below.  
Shown January 18 and 19 – Paper due by midnight January 23
The Central Park Five (115 minutes) – This film follows the sensationalized 1989 case of five Black teenagers who were wrongfully convicted of raping a White women in New York City’s Central Park.  After these five men individually served between 6 to 13 years in prison, another individual confessed to the crime.  The film explores the impact of this case on the lives of these falsely convicted individuals and their families, and examines issues of racism and injustice, and the media frenzy that surrounded this case. 

    ***************************************************************************************

Shown January 25 and 26 – Paper due by midnight January 30 

Scottsboro:  An American Tragedy (90 minutes) - In March 1931, two White women stepped off a box car in Paint Rock, Alabama, with a shocking accusation of gang rape, by nine Black teenagers on the train. So began the Scottsboro case, one of the 20th century's fieriest legal battles. The youths' trial generated the sharpest regional conflict since the Civil War, led to momentous Supreme Court decisions, and helped give birth to the civil rights movement.

     **************************************************************************************
Shown February 1 and 2 – Paper due by midnight February 6
Illicit: The Dark Trade (50 minutes) - The Dark Trade travels the globe to expose the dire consequences of this dirty industry:  money laundering, political corruption, and the subversion of entire governments.  From knock-off handbags to bootlegged compact discs to fake pharmaceuticals, this special reveals how consumers’ insatiable demand for counterfeit merchandise has given birth to a vast criminal system.

     ***************************************************************************************
Shown February 8 and 9 – Paper due by midnight February 13
Chasing Heroin (115 minutes) – This film illuminates the decades long heroin epidemic in America, examines recent shifts in U.S. drug policy, and explores the option of treating addiction as a public health problem rather than a crime.

      **************************************************************************************
Shown February 15 and 16 – Paper due by midnight February 20
The Meth Epidemic (60 minutes) – This film investigates the big business surrounding “Crystal Meth,” the narcotic that swept the nation after two Mexican drug runners began smuggling ephedrine into California by the ton.

      **************************************************************************************

Shown February 22 and 23 – Paper due by midnight February 27
Twelve Angry Men (95 minutes) – An examination of a “diverse” group of twelve jurors (yet all male, White, middle-aged) who deliberate after hearing the facts in a seemingly open-and-shut murder case. They retire to the jury room to do their civic duty, and only after a significant measure of difficult and at times painful discussion, do they render a verdict.

     ***************************************************************************************

Shown March 1 and 2 – Paper due by midnight March 6
Real Justice (90 minutes) - Homicides, drug arrests, car theft, assault and battery - all in a day's work for prosecutors at Boston's Suffolk County district attorney's office and their 50,000 criminal cases a year.  The film goes inside the real-life U.S. criminal justice system to reveal offers, counter-offers, deals, and compromises that keep cases moving. It examines the mundane cases, which are handled swiftly in the lower courts, as well as the more challenging and complex cases handled by the higher courts.

     ***************************************************************************************

Shown March 8 and 9 – Paper due by midnight March 13
The Plea (90 minutes) - It is the centerpiece of America's judicial process:  the trial by jury system that places a defendant's fate in the hands of a jury.  The de facto reality is that some 90 to 95 percent of all criminal cases never reach a jury, but instead are settled through plea bargains.  The film explores the moral, judicial, and constitutional implications of relying on plea bargains to expedite justice.
     **************************************************************************************

Shown March 22 and 23 – Paper due by midnight March 27
Police (90 minutes) – This film tracks the history of policing in America.  It examines the issues of police brutality, racism, abuse of force and corruption, and focuses on the current movement toward community/neighborhood/problem solving policing.  The experiences of half-a dozen cities are explored.

    ***************************************************************************************

Shown March 29 and 30 – Paper due by midnight April 3
The Supreme Court (60 minutes) – This film traces the workings of America’s highest court and examines the key Justices who have shaped it.  The series features some of the key cases defining the vision of the Court and the often explosive collisions between the Court and the presidency.  

     ***************************************************************************************

Shown April 5 and 6 – Paper due by midnight April 10
The New Asylums (60 minutes) – There are nearly half a million mentally ill people serving time in America’s prisons and jails. As sheriffs and prison wardens become the unexpected and ill-equipped gatekeepers of this burgeoning population, they raise a troubling new concern: are jails and prisons America’s new asylums?  This film goes inside Ohio’s prison system to present a searing exploration of the complex and growing topic of mental health behind bars.

    ****************************************************************************************
Shown April 12 and 13 – Paper due by midnight April 17
Prison State (85 minutes) – For decades, the U.S. has been fixated on incarceration, building more prisons and locking up more people, but at what cost and has it helped?  This film takes an intimate look at the cycle of incarceration in American, and one state’s effort to reverse the trend.
     ***************************************************************************************
Shown April 19 and 20 – Paper due by midnight April 24
Crips and Bloods (90 minutes) – South Los Angeles is home to two of the most infamous African-American gangs: the Bloods and the Crips. On these streets over the past 30 years, more than 15,000 people have been murdered in an ongoing cycle of gang violence.  This film documents the emergence of these gangs while offering insight as to how this ongoing tragedy might be resolved.

     **************************************************************************************

Shown April 26 and 27 – Paper due by midnight May 1
Prison Kids (65 minutes) – We incarcerate children in the U.S. at a higher rate than any other developed nation.  Kids do make mistakes, sometimes big and sometimes small, and every day we are locking up many of those kids, often scarring them for life. 

    ****************************************************************************************

Shown May 3 and 4 – Paper due by midnight May 8
Dirty Harry (100 minutes) – A San Francisco cop with little regard for rules (but who regularly gets results) tracks down a serial killer who attacks random victims; Clint Eastwood stars in his iconic role as Dirty Harry.

    ****************************************************************************************

