Tdatlm@ny ‘6f Oberleutnant Erwin BINGEL, 2406004, German
prisoner cr gnr* Romlliy, France, 17 August 1948, ‘

: M&Jor F, "W. CARSTENS, 0370381, Fa, duly dau;gnated and Hp-
pointsd Invegtisatormhxaminer for Hzadquarters, U,.5, War Crimes
ranoh, United States Army, AP0 757, conducted this examination,

Staff. Sef&sant Dean M. =LDER, 35453926, appearad bsfore the
InveatigatorgExaminer a8 reporter &nd was sworn by him- 1n the
rollowlns manner: . AR

o A “!ﬁu swpar ‘that- you will faithfully perrorm the dutiéa of
e reporter to this 1uvestigasion now being conduoted by me,,
2P0 Help;&bu God," . .

'Ten h Otto hLous 3&446571, appeared before. the InVBﬁtigator-.'-
wxamkn as lﬂterpretur and was.awsirn by him 1n t}e foilowing ‘ ’

R
et ﬂdy'im; SR e

"You swear that you will truly 1nterprut in thia 1nveat1-
gatlon now baing conducted by me, so HGTp You God," T

e R T e 3 fird 5 e s

Teo &4 Otto 8losy was guestloned by the Inveatigator—mxamhuer
as to his. qu@lif!catlona as lnterpreter in the fellow.ng manner:

Q. State yoﬁr nams, grade, and serial number,
A, Otta Slosa, Teec 4, 38446871,

Gs What le your presant assignment?

A, Interpreter for war ‘Crimes 1nveat'glt1ng Teamn Numbar 6527,
War Crimes Brunoh U, S, Army.

- Q. What languagea do_you‘apﬁak?
. Ay German and ﬁnglluh.._
Q. What 18 your nitlve tongue?
e :Garman.

Qe How long have you lived 1n Germany?
A O i G il it ik ﬁﬁ%ﬂwﬁ»ﬁ#&mhmwmaJ
a, w1ich wie annexed to darmany 1n 1938,

7 1n 1923 anc Tert tlere 1a 1939,

o §, 'wbera did;you Tearti to epeak English?

de In the United Statea, I gradusted from the Budora Fibh Schnol.
in Eudora, Arkansas in 1940,

Q; thn did,vqu come to the Unltsd Stgteé?

A, I arrived in KWew York on 11 Uctober 1539,

g, ‘When did you comne overscas with Llhe Aray?
" A.  November 1G44,

Q. Prior to your present duty &ssignment, have yoﬁ;ever.gervaﬂ a8
an interpreter of Gerwan lnto English und Engilen into dsrmunt

A, Yo, I was with leadqusrters Third and beventh Army &nd served
ag interpretur for the wWar Crimes Branch ihere. That was for

4 porlod of aboul & month.

. \



4. iny experience prior to this empacity ms an interpreters

A.- Nc-

The testimony of the witness examined in the sourse of this inveatli-
gation and which is attached and medé a part hereof was sscured, efter the
witness had besn sworn by the Investigator-Examiner under the authority of
artigls of War 114 (Seotion 1586, Title 10,. United gtates Gode) in the fol-
lowing form,

"You swear that the evidence you shall glve in this investigation
now being condueted by me phall be the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth; so Help You Qod,” ‘

0bar1eutnant Erwin BINGEL, 240600}, (erman priscner of war,. appeared .
before the Investigator.yxaminer and teatified as follows. :

Qs Do you know mnything about the mass killing of .Toll l‘d wmm Iui !}'MAN ’

Ae Yes.

Qs Were you an eys witness at ony of the mensacres in the abovs pladesy

Ao Yes, o

Qs Give me sn mcourate eye-witness account of everything that coourred,. in-
eluding specitic detalile end deseripticns of any of the perpstrators whom
you san desoribe, together with a deseription of how you happened to be in
this loeality at the time of the massaeres,.

A, My tratining unit was the 87th Infantry Regiment, wiubadun. 36th Diviaiong
am we belonged to the 12th Army Corps. I made the Wastfaldzug (militery
antion in the West) in 1940 with thie unit, T was wounded on the lith of June
1940 and was taken to the hospital in Haunsu,, on the Maine, Germeny, I waa disg.
charged from the hospital in December 1940; end since my injury did not permit
reasaignmant to an infantry regiment, and a request for dilscharge wam Aisap.
proved, I wee meeigned to the 783rd Landesschutzen Battalion whiéh baslonged

to the 12th Army Corps.,. The tesk of this unit wes %o gusxd the prisonera of’
WA takén during the Westfeldsug. Ab the bsginning; tnu’unu nnoonpu-md
iklu ieaak exactly acoording to surrent rcguutiuma T :

. on the lst of September )U4l, we ware relisved and raeaivad orders to

maTeh to IEMBERG. In the meantime, the batialion was reinforoed with Goh AV DU

froft ¥arituas unite. The new tnak was to take over a replagement Bamp. The

4rd fompany with Hauptmann BRCEFER as thelr dommander and the 4th Company with
s Oberlsutnent RIECKE in command tock over the gusxds. Iy nelf. m :Ln ogarg
e ‘*ﬂr»ﬂﬁ' zna Conpany tntil the' fonming 1beideénts; - ' -

At firat Y stayed with my sompany in Germany and mrnud over the variocus

" eamps o the unit following us, The other thres companies Bad alrsady started
to moye to the Fast. I arrived on the polish border on tha 7th of September

1943.. ‘The direction of our march lead through UALIZIA towarda IEMBERG. 13,5
less one had no feeling at ell, one had to notice what kind of actions were

taken against the Jewish people in thia part of poland,

An example; If several 59 men walked on the aidewalk and Jews were coming

. %owards them,. it meemed to be on the order that these péople were simply robbed
"of thelr rignts snd were beaten up like dogs. 0¥, If théy would forget to
1ift their hata in time, it happened that they would be lying on the streat

in the next minute,

Theas ingidents did not help you to hold your heed proud as a scldler,
but one had to be ashemed to wesr this uniform for s land that let things J.ikn
this happon. Deeply disappointed,; we went to our destination, .



_oriinance which wea pooted in all stre

On the 12th of September 1941, we mot the unit whish had already teken
over the replacement samp at the eirport in WENIZA. The 3rd Company,. with
Hauptmann BECKER &8 commander, furnished the guard. This company mads isself
botorious in the camp besause of the atrooltiss which it somnitted in the
various eamps.. I will give you more detailed desoriptions at the end, fhe
persons responsible will also be named at the end of this report,

Ve arrived in YMAN on the 15th of September. T reported to the town
commander and recaived further orders, My orders were first to put under
guard all railways in this territory end to elose the ajirport of UMAN, Tha
next day m special order was issusd to olose the airport for all traffie ine
oluding the Wehrmecht, .

My companyy. after being reinforoed, marched to the airport on the dasig.
mated day. One aoculd feel eertmin restlesspens emong the men begsuse one
oould justly presume that something specisl was about to happen;’ The sing-
Ing of Russimn songs eould be heard from the city, and one eould hear the
grent masy of people coming. One could ses the main rosis) end huge colums,
marohing in columne of aixes; arrived st the airport siogingi- I%.was.very. .. ..
noticenble thot not only men but men, women, and ehildren of -adl-eges wore
among them. No one cuuld fipure out thn meaning of this mnss assembly,

All thim becams even mors myaterious when I wasordersd to relfeve the
guards on the next poat, These posts were relisved by a Feldgendsrm Oberleut-
nant Qeoryr BRUFR, A deseription of this man will be found a% the snd of thims
report, I pulled all my men, except & few maln postd, who remained on the
UMANSKIEV road to = 400 meter distance. The main posts were 200 metérs away

" from the msaembly area. In the meentime, 1t boosme daylight and one sould

resognize everything mow) but since one could not get any closer; one could
only determine what was goingon if one watched very carefully, :

When the square in front of the airport was filled, some trucks ar-
rived, Beveral gendarmes got out and wers tnken to the side immediately,
Some tables were taken off a fruck and put up. While all this was happening,
saversl cars of Ukramimns, lead by &9 officern, arrived; The militia alac
brought along a truck with tools and a truck with ohlorohalk., oOn this day,
long ditehes which looksd like potato rows were dug 1n front of the airport,
The truck went slong these Altches;y eand in & distance of 15 to 20 maters, six
to eight sacks of chlorechalk were unlomded, Several transport planes { Junker
52) had; in the meantime, landed at the airport. Several units of 58 soldiers
same out of these plenes and marched to the position of the Feldgendarmerie

Komnandc and tock their position there, '

One gould recognize now tnat both compenies were being pui under oath,
My interpreter who was Jowish, s fact which was known enly to me, told me
that he had found out that this maps meeting was brought about begauss of an
ets in UMAN and hmd-been spread.arognd~-- ...

thmin by the Dkranian militis,. ‘

This ordinanes read as followsp ®To the Jewish population in Ummn dity
and vioinityy ORDER -~ in order to find oul how many Jewa are in the olty
of Uman &nd- Landy all Yews, regardlessof age, will report on the dey kacwn to
them to their report plaoe, Abssnes will reauld in severe punishment,* - 0

. This ordinsnee resulted in the presence of all those for whom 1t was in.
tended. This harmless ordinance could be connectéd with the preparations whish
had been made. #Thersfors, we all were terrified with what we had to view in
the following hours, They took a row of Yows and lead them to the tables where
they hed to stand and teke off everything which they wore and had on thelr per-
son, Many of them still had jewelry piedes which they had to put on the table,
After they had been undreszsed, all of them, regardiess of sex; had to stand
in front of the ditch; and the Kommandos formsd a column hshind them in order
to ackomplish their desds which are known o ths whols world now,

. Thes# Kommendos killed the peopls in the row with mmohine platola and
0.8 pistolas with such an efficiency that it made one think they had mede

such metivities their life work,

3



Woman whe had babiga from two to three wesks on their dreasts wers not
#pared by this terrible geng. They were alsc not spared the sight that their
ehildren wars grabbed by the leg and killed with a hit of the pistol or with
a alub ani then thrown, partly alive, into the ditch, Only after they had
viewsd the most terrible, they thomeelvas were shot and freed from this sight.

After the first row had been robbed of their lives in this inhuman manner,
the next row was mssenbled, The men who ware in the row had to get shovrels
and put ehlorghalk on somé of thesorpses whioh were mtill moving, After that
they had to go $0 the table whare they had to undress alao, After they had
teen undressed they followed the foot steps of the others with the diffsrence
that the men who did the shooting tried to outdo emeh other in oruelty so that
one would not be left behind in these afrocities. The alr was full with the
erying of the children. Wwith dull sense, one had to think of the women and
ehildren at Home who thought they could be proud of their men and fathers whom
they presumed were fighting In thecolumns of the German army for thelr Father

*land; while,.in reality, the so-called "Elite" troops commltted the most ter.

riblejerimp.da. the honor dress of XN 0l e i

I i -

et L

Two of my men who stcod oloser than amy of the othera had already left
their pést before the preseribed time,. Obeérfeldwsber RENNFR, whose deseription
"4im &t the end of this report, pulled his men beek fo cur-line., Besides
this, this Feldwsbel and another man had to be teken to” s hompital in LEMBFRO
becauss they had puffered a complete nervous collapes, The wholé-astion
lasted from eight in the morning until 1630 in the afterncon. At Iive ololock
the pisoe was just like a cemetery. Only s fow dogs wers running around
smelling the blood which hung in the air. The echo of the shots was atill in
our esrs, The whole thing would have seemsd like & terribls dream hed it not
been for the graves, which were ocoversd, in front of um, o

Tt is difficult for anyone fo understand that a MﬂOA_.W%thM.!
state hesd and "eliter group, allow such things to heppen for wiieh here iw -
no sxcuse whatacever. When we returned to our quartars, sy men stoXaisd el me
and asked me to requeet a reason for this astion from the hesdquirtets,” I’ fule -
£111sd this request by going to the city ocmmander with cne of my 6fTlcers mnd.
asked him for an explanation. I was told that a apesial order wignsd by Reiohs-
fuehrer 55 AIMMLER had been issued, This crder was shown to mé a} wy request.
Following ia this ordery; *3oldiers of the Waffen..f « #ix ‘of our best offisers
wers found hige in the foresbt of WENIZA, 4istriet KIEV, They were found nude,
thelr legs up in the air, their bodies ¢ut and the intesbines hangingout. Since
it ip oertsin that this deed waa done hy Jewish partiasans, I have degided to
take tha following astion in this oase, I order that 10,000 Jews, regardless
of mex or age, ahall die for emch of these mix officers in the distrist of Kiev.
Even the 8hild in the oradle mist b stamped out if i% {s a poisonous snake,
fach misd remember his omth and accomplish his duty reghrdless whist the order,

o s oMM ALLE AR rOm fime in Whivh the smeeping-muist be-dons-mith.sn Aren BEgemeR.

- " pidg was the order which ned been lssued to the murdsy kommando and had
been mscomplished by them in & most gruesome mopner, It was proved that
2Ji,000 had basn shot on this day. This number had beesn determined by my men
and wes later confirmsd by officiml newspaper report which sald that 62,000
had been shot, This number, as well as all other numbers whioh I state in
this report, have besn confirmed at that tims by the Fres tkranian preas, Y
wag nobified the next day that two of my men had been arreatsd ‘besause they

..had tdken plotures of this incident) end when the £1im wis. develdped ) they hed
besd arrasted by the Feldgendarmerie, Soiw of thess puf:nru-'m_»qun-: in the
poEssspics of thase people, and I will maké & mgid_m_m.:!imir;qms
at ths end of this report. Both of these men wers sentsnded to & yeer of - -
prison eni teken to the military prison in GFRNFRIAEIM ~he only thing X
.gonld do for them waa to teke soms of their things, anl among thoss wars alsc
aome plotures of the above ineident., I took 1t wpon myself to gst thess things
Back to their wives, sc it 1p ocertain that thess picetures can ba found at any

_ time.: -
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Iater on we were ordered bask 0o WENIZA vhere we werd taking sers of the
airport and the territory around it. On the 19tk of September 1941, T had to
sond twenty pergent of my men on furlough hecause they were not able to do any
work becaunse of what they had feen. On the 22nd of September 1941, we became
witnespes to an actlion which in no way was outdone by the one which happened in
UHMAN with the only difference that we were in reserve this time andthe whole
thing tock place near our guerterey and we had the chanoe to take two films In
order to have a certain pruvof for this second deed,. so that I eould show it to
the world when the time came. Thsese pictures pan be Jlooked at at any time.
Pwanty-eight thousand (28,000) Fews were the victims of this smetion and this
number was slso confirmed by the Free Ukranisn Press, Those 6,000 who are atill
missing from the number of £2,000 were made up in an mction mgeinat the Jews.
Detalls of this killling and murdering will follow. The responsible persons
will also be found a%t the end of this report.




{Contimation of Tostimony of Frwin Bingel, 17 Avg 45.)

Another astion was terun after the v elready dasorided mess
kKllinge fn Venize ard Umen snd they were somnitted {n the following
MANNeT™:

. ok 1t was Likely prosumed in the high offietal offises that this.
S3tion will very probably mesn a loms of preatige for the Germen war
leaders, or that it ceuld bring abous suoh o loss of prestipgs bessuse
the pn-aulied alite trogpe had besn srdered 1o acoomplish thess terridle

merders, the following menne: was. taken;

Ulranisn militia troined Yy the 58 was put up in Umen eng the
comuidd was sgein taken by soms S5 officers end £S nonenms. By doing
this 14 locked us if 1t wes & nationsl metter. This was beken care of
48 smioh a8 posnible becsuse the so-selled fres Uleanien jTens

seonmiints - AOPOERADNE-15, - The hesfdliites were, . *Proper Tuskiss: ok

TS0 Sation fullpen e Felleving th-t %63 o report which did mot L ve out
any @eteils. I muest moks it elesr that the truth of the incldent was
not deséribed. Six thougand humans wers the vietims of this astion, -
This muaber was eonfirmed offielslly. I have to vemsrk in advanss that
I, er my sien, wio sre nemed ks witnesows in this fopoyt, saw only part
of this astiom, .

At 10115 in the morning a terribla shouting end shéoting begen end
it wam impossidle to figure out what 14 mll meant. Vhen T went to the
windew which overlocked the eity perk, T =pd my men, who hed agbanbled
in the mssntime, maw the following sight:

- Ukranien militin armed with platels, rifles, and whips rode like
wild men around the eity park. It was recognizable that they were shasing
reople in front of them, These people wers man, weeas, snd ohildren. A
- rain of ullete was fired st these people end the ored who never got hit
' by the tuliets wers knosisd down by the whips., This wild peat wek lesd
- Yy 88 offisers spd inncesnt shildren, mothess, and old poople were kllled,
who had not compitted sy orime whatsowvad oxeipt thet they had esenped )
- the mass killings. Nere they were killed 1ike epimels, The Uionian prees .
gt out in the hesdlines) "A lend gets rid of 1ts torfurerw.* T si¥ the
Rlowing eight in the ekt few houre: -

' A eistern s loosted in the eity park of Wemisa, 2hé Ssrpmchad been

énthered #bd put up in front of thers. These wore park of the Jews whe

ware vigtine in this cess. These sorpses wirs Mt in the abovesnised _

cistern and chlorehelk wes apreed over them, There were two hundrwds . o ol

gt o SRAT EOMR pebples - ALty this Med Beud dukE th dpening was slaaed by, -
T 77 rmé 1ast stone might bave hidden this bléedy dsed, but it was mot for.
. ' ‘gotten for a lomg time, ¥e did everything %o be able to have a proof
letey. Pletures wére talen, reports by withesges snd signetures wire
made inmartobaa'bloMmmmmmm.{*-zmriahtwr
. foing was La proved ty the following ineiGent; . - ' "

T bad laft WENTZA to take over the guard on the Teniza and Umen
rollway. I hnd to take cere of an urgent matter at IFNEEDG one day, I
tock a wer end wént there., Niding throupgh Wenive, my driver stopped
Suddonly in fromt of a peper eptsnd and my intexproter borrewad s pager,
I read such @ remurksble report whish surprised me o much that I de-
eided to find out the truth of the whelw matter, The report in the paper
atated thet 213 eorpaes had been found in ths olty park of Wenisa, and
4% continued eaying that these people had AS% &1l prodably been kiiled
bty the Fussien GFU., The manner of the killing wes indigited to be tha
resson for thie msmumption. Meldiosl offiders were numed at the end of
this report for emnfirming the paper's sipsumption, Thess dootors

2! . f"""



ouise from the Baltic States end frem Polend, Bolgium, Hollsnd, end Nerwsy.
All these men, under the leadership of some Curman pereonsiity, wanted mnd
did with eertminty indisate that they knew the mathods of the Russisn GPU
atd eleo their varicus manners of ¥illing people. The following proves how
ridioulows the whole thing was, Sinee my Ainterest hed been sroused in thim
cand, I wonted to do something about 1t. I went %o our former quartérs so
I could ses the mattar mymelf, I maw the following:

i from$ of the above nomed sistern lay the corpees in leng rows. |
They were put thers so that the population of the. town could lsok at them,
Thése phrpsss wers the same torpsss which had boen buried im the sintern
twe wonths mgo. T hed no doubt whatsocever, Deeply eroussd ak to how.own
 killings ware bleamed on to somatody else, we Jeft the tdwn, Tt was my Jjob
féw to find proof for these unproven suspieisns which hd besn thrown at
snather State fnetitute. The proof consists of a mtntement whish T have
writtén myself end which hes been migned by eye witnesses,
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