Terrorism in a Globalized Arena: 

The Particular Case of the West and Islam
There is a significant measure of animosity held toward the West in general, and the United States in particular on the part of many in the Muslim faith; a feeling reflected not just by the Islamic (fringe,( but also by a large proportion of those who are in the Islamic mainstream.   This troublesome situation continues to fester, and appears as if it will boil for many decades to come.
Militant Islam is being drive by multiple, interactive factors, including: 
1.  Contemporary flash points such as excessive U.S. support of Israel, the presence of “infindel” U.S. troops on Muslim soil (and the legacy of U.S. military presence in Saudi Arabia), uneven U.S. economic sanctions, U.S. support of repressive Middle East regimes, and inept policy decisions by multiple U.S. presidential administrations. 

2.  A wide-spread negative reaction within Islam to the cultural osmosis/cultural melding aspects of globalization.  Islam is being diluted/polluted by the West, and people are upset, from ISIS operatives to the baker in Kabul.  More particularly, the aversion is to the perverted sexuality and the secular materialistic components of the Western-dominated globalization movement.  

3. The root source of the bulk of Islamic terrorism is anomie; a reaction to the hopelessness breed within the backward nature of contemporary Islamic societies, where endemic poverty reigns, where there is insufficient infrastructure, ineffectual civic and corporate institutions, inadequate street-level security, inferior educational systems, and limited opportunities for economic, scholarly, scientific and artistic pursuits.  The source of this anomie is centuries of inept and impotent civic governance.  As Huntington noted, globalization by nature disrupts, and when there is weak government with ineffective security delivery systems and insufficient opportunity structures, people will resort to fundamentalism.

4.  A widespread fundamentalist crusade is now migrating throughout Islam worldwide.  This is visible not just in the Middle East, but in Southeast Asia as well.  We seem to be entering into a global Islamic reformation period, a revival period, an era of retrenchment and purification, with significant interests emerging even among Islamic mainstream in adopting Sharia law in place of civil law.  This is in large part a reaction to the impact of globalization(s insidious creep/cultural osmosis concerns (per above).   

5.  There are a host of other inter-related forces and factors on the present and/or near horizon that will also drive crime and security matters in this context for decades to come, including:

     a.  
Countries with large numbers of youth (youth bulges)and large numbers of unmarried males (bare branches) have historically experienced unrest (high crime rates, violent civic unrest, revolution, increased tendencies to go to war).  Virtually every one of the 57 countries with Muslim majorities are currently experiencing both at present.
b. American power is on the decline, and we are about to enter into an era where there will be a global power vacuum.

c. The uni-dimensional oil-based economies of the bulk of the Arabic nations continues to be a curse upon the people.

d. There will be massive migration of individuals in the coming century for a variety of reasons, and the world will experience a significant measure of disruption because of it.

e. Ethnic and religious tensions are becoming increasingly pronounced, coupled with a collateral rise of the negative aspects of nationalism.

f. Organizational crime’s presence and impacts are rising.  Globalization’s impact on illegitimate trade and commerce is just as vibrant and dynamic as it is in the legitimate.

g. Globalization is a powerful and resilient entity, and will trump fundamentalism, civic strife and turmoil in the end.  There will be more body bags, too many more, but the spirit of globalization has reached the four corners of the globe.  While globalization has some decidedly negative impacts, in sum total, it will serve as a mitigating factor to many of the global crime problems of the 21st century.  

There are 9 responses that need to be put in place:
1.  Moderate Islam, without even a taint of Western intervention, must take on the fundamentalists.  Indeed, fundamentalism of every ilk needs to be overcome (from Bush to bin Laden), with consensus and cooperation replacing dogmatic certitude.
2.  Enhance the public educational systems in the Islamic East, and begin extensive educational exchanges between East and West at every level and in every discipline.

3.  The Arab leadership must deliver multi-sector, non-oil dependent economic progress in every sector.  This is the key component, as the lasting path to peace has economic roots.  This conflict will be won or lost on economic grounds.

4.  What is not needed is a pro-active, longitudinal military campaign in the Islamic Ummah.  Long-term military interventions are counterproductive, somewhat akin to the Hydra of Greek mythology, as there are thousands, perhaps hundreds of thousands ready to die for the cause as martyrs.  Remember that Islam is the majority religion in 57 countries and currently claims roughly 1.3 billion adherents.  
5.  What is not needed is a continuation of the failed policy of economic sanctions.  They bring misery to the people and power to the dictators.  One gains a great deal of political capital on the home-front for airing such proposals, but in impact, they are disastrous and need to be abandoned immediately.  

6.  What is not needed is an Islamic photocopy of Western style social democracy.  The West should not try to implant democracy in the Middle East now or anytime in the future.  Democracy is not an antidote to Middle East terrorism, but, good governance is. The form of that governance is irrelevant as long as it can exercise actual authority and bring some measure of equity and stability to the region.  Likewise, lack of Western-style political freedoms is also not a factor (China and Singapore to support these positions). 

7.  A culture of success needs to become embedded within the Islamic body politic.

8.  The most productive short-term response to Militant Islam is to follow the money and break down terrorist organizations( financial capabilities.  Law enforcement should also enhance its language capabilities, and considered a focused intolerance model.
9.  The United States need to withdraw from the region, physically and politically.  Its imperial presence is accentuating the crisis and fanning the flames of a brewing internal conflict.  By the same token, it is neither practical nor reasonable to expect a complete economic or social withdrawal given our oil dependency and the ubiquitous state of the communication and media/entertainment industry.  Culture osmosis is a reality that the Islamic East will need to come to terms with internally, but U.S. troops need to return home and U.S. meddling in Arabic internal affairs, with all its declarations and threats and certitudes, needs to cease immediately.
Criminology also has a role to play in this theatre, but only if it actively embraces a cross-national, interdisciplinary perspective, embraces an evidence-based orientation, and enhances its efficacy in the political criminology arena.  
Conclusion:

The religious, ethnic, and secular conflicts in the Middle East today are virtually identical to the religious, ethnic and secular conflict that plagued Europe in the Middle Ages.  We are in the midst of an Islamic Reformation.  What took literally hundreds of years to emerge in the West will certainly not materialize overnight in the Islamic East.  It took centuries of major upheavals and catastrophic conflicts for the West to evolve to its current state, and it is still evolving.  Now that the path has been pioneered, a number of Islamic nations are making the transition with some measure of success (ie., Turkey, United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Indonesia, Malaysia, Bahrain).  We must be patient, but the great question is whether we, in the West, can afford to absorb from the Islamic East, the same level of chaos and destruction the West wrought upon the world the past 500 years as we evolved to our present socio-political state. Given the incalculable devastation precipitated by the West during our religious, ethnic and political reformations, the prospects and outcomes of the emerging Islamic unrest, with its multi-sector and multi-causal origins, are quite unsettling.  A lasting peace in Islam, a lasting peace in this world can only be built upon an aggregate sense of justice, equity and opportunity; not just on quiet guns.
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