Non-Academic Credit Volunteer Opportunities

Amigos del las Americas – Geared to students, this Houston-based organization offers a dozen summer programs in nine Latin American and Caribbean countries.  Programs focus on public health, education, and community development and last four, six, or eight weeks.

800-231-7796;  www.amigoslink.org
Appalachian Trail Conservancy – Outdoor types will love the programs available at this 82-year-old volunteer organization, which offers one to six week trips to rebuild and maintain the 2,100 miles long Appalachian Trail.

304-535-6331;  www.appalachian trail.org
Cross-Cultural Solutions – This organization offers trips to 12 countries, including Costa Rica, Guatemala, India and Thailand.  Programs last from 1 to 12 weeks and focus on everything from working in orphanages to teaching English.  

800-380-4777; www.crossculturalsolutions.org
Global Volunteers – A 23-year-old graddaddy of the volunteer vacation movement offers trips to 16 countries from Italy to Tanzania.  Activities include caring for at-risk children, teaching English, and repairing community buildings.

800-487-1074: www.globalvolunteers.org
Peace Corps –  Now nearly 50 years old, this JFK-inspired organization has sent nearly 200,000 volunteers to 139 countries to assist with literally countless relief and development project.  Recent programs have focused on health education, information technology and environmental preservation.
800-424-8580;  www.peacecorps.gov
