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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

Present: Adenwalla, Belli, Fech, Hanrahan, Latta Konecky, Leiter, Peterson, Purcell, 
Rudy, Vakilzadian, Woodman 

 
Absent: Dawes, Lee 
 
Date:  Tuesday, November 14, 2017 
 
Location: City Campus Union, Colonial Room A  
 
Note: These are not verbatim minutes.  They are a summary of the discussions at the 

Executive Committee meeting as corrected by those participating. 
______________________________________________________________________  
1.0 Call (Purcell) 

Purcell called the meeting to order at 2:30 p.m. 
 

2.0 Announcements 
2.1 Candidates for Vice Chancellor of Business and Finance 
Rudy reported that he met with the four candidates for the VC of Business and Finance.  
He noted that the candidates were from the University of Kansas, Tufts University, 
University of South Florida, and North Dakota State University.  Hanrahan pointed out 
that both North Dakota State and the University of Kansas have had financial troubles 
recently so those candidates would have experience in dealing with budget cuts.  Rudy 
stated that he felt that he preferred two of the candidates over the others.   
 
2.2 Update on Search for Vice Chancellor for Research and Economic 

Development 
Adenwalla reported that 40 applications have been received for the VC for Research and 
Economic Development.  She stated that airport interviews will be held the weekend after 
finals week and that the search committee is being co-chaired by Professor Sellmyer and 
Associate Vice Chancellor Hamernik.  She noted that the search committee is expected to 
provide an unranked list of final candidates.   
 

3.0 Approval of November 7, 2017 Minutes 
Peterson moved for approval of the revised minutes.  Motion seconded by Belli and 
approved by the Executive Committee.   
 

4.0 Unfinished Business 
4.1 Draft Letter on Purdue-Kaplan Purchase 
Purcell asked the Executive Committee if a letter should be drafted to support the faculty 
of Purdue University in opposing Purdue University’s proposed purchase of Kaplan 
University.  Peterson pointed out that we have no standing to oppose the purchase, but we 
can stand with our colleagues at Purdue and can support action Purdue’s Faculty Senate 
has taken to try and stop the purchase.  Vakilzadian asked if the letter would be from the 
Executive Committee or the Faculty Senate.  Purcell stated that she will send out a draft 
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reflecting the comments identified by the Executive Committee today, and then it will be 
sent to the Faculty Senate to be voted on at the December 5 meeting.   
 

5.0 New Business 
 5.1 Central Administration’s Freedom of Expression Statement 

Purcell noted that she has sent a copy of the draft Freedom of Expression Policy 
statement created by Central Administration to all Faculty Senators.  She has asked 
Senators to share the document with their colleagues and to gather feedback about it.  All 
comments need to be returned to Purcell by Friday, December 1.  She reported that the 
statement has also been sent to ASUN.   
 
Peterson pointed out that clarification is needed, especially for undefined terms.  Purcell 
pointed out that the document is much too long.  Fech agreed.  Belli stated that he agrees 
that we should strive for civility, but it should not necessarily be a requirement.  Leiter 
pointed out that the document just states what should be obviously clear to people.  He 
noted that we are not all going to agree on everything, but we should be able to do it 
without hating each other.   
 
Purcell asked the Executive Committee to send in their comments on the document by 
December 1.   
 
5.2 Questions for Dean of the College of Business Candidates 
Purcell noted that five questions have been submitted for the interview of the Dean of the 
College of Business candidates.  The Executive Committee then worked on identifying 
further questions for the upcoming interview with the two candidates for the Dean of the 
College of Business.   
 
5.3 Continue Having Open Mic Session 
Purcell noted that the Executive Committee agreed to try an open mic session at the 
November 7th Faculty Senate meeting and the Committee would decide if the open mic 
session should be continued.  Woodman pointed out that he felt particularly attacked by 
comments made at the meeting since they were targeting non-tenure track faculty 
members.  The Executive Committee decided to continue with the open mic sessions. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:22 p.m.  The next meeting of the Executive Committee will be 
on Tuesday, November 28, 2017 at 2:30 pm.  The meeting will be held in the City Campus 
Union, Regency A.  The minutes are respectfully submitted by Karen Griffin, Coordinator and 
Joan Latta Konecky, Secretary. 
 
After the Executive Committee meeting the Committee met with members of ASUN’s Executive 
Board to discuss issues of concerns for both governing bodies.   


