
INTRODUCTION
• Sexualization occurs when a person’s 

a) Value is reduced to their sexual appeal or behavior, 
b) Attractiveness is held on a high pedestal, 
c) Worth is reduced to an object meant for personal 

pleasure, and/or 
d) Sexuality is imposed on them (APA task force, 

2008) 

• Results in a multitude of negative outcomes for women 
such as body shame and dehumanization (Fredrickson 
& Roberts, 1997; Morris, 2013; Rudman & Mescher, 
2012). 

• Implicit Association Tests (IAT) have been used to test 
implicit biases about a host of factors, including 
sexualization of women (Morris, 2013; Rudman & 
Mescher, 2012; Wollast et al., 2018).

• African American women (AAW) are susceptible to 
experiencing more instances of sexualization than their 
White counterparts (L. Watson et al., 2015; L. B. 
Watson et al., 2012). 

• Music, such as hip-hop, perpetuates sexualization of 
AAW by painting them as hypersexualized Jezebels 
(Conrad et al., 2009; Dagbovie-Mullins, 2013). 

• However, it remains unknown how music listened to, 
negative bias towards AAW, and sexualization of 
AAW relate to one another. 

Purpose:

• To investigate relations between music habits and 
preferences and the sexualization of AAW (vs. White 
women) using a Sexual IAT and a Jezebel Scale.

Hypotheses:

• H1: AAW will be viewed as more sexual than their 
White counterparts

• H2: Greater sexualization of AAW in music listened to, 
regardless of genre, will relate to greater participant 
sexualization of AAW 

• H3: Listening to and liking hip-hop music will be 
associated with greater sexualization of AAW

DISCUSSION
• AAW Sexualization: AAW may be particularly 

susceptible to negative outcomes.
• It is also possible that AAW are sexualized in 

different ways than White women (e.g., skin tone, 
body shape), which makes direct task comparison 
difficult.

• Sexualization in Music: Results provide some support 
for the possibility that sexualization in music leads to 
individual level sexualization by the listener.
• Lack of findings related to hip-hop music may be 

due to the diversity of music in the genre.
• Limitations: Small sample size and limited number of 

African American participants, especially AAW.
• Future Research: Use experimental manipulation to 

identity causal roles of  music in AAW’s sexualization.

RESULTS
Jezebel Scale: 

• H1: AAW (M = 1.94, SD = .83) were more sexualized 
than White women (M = 2.11, SD = .85); t(43) = 
15.619, p = .026

• H2: Greater sexualization of AAW in music listened to 
is related to self-reported sexualization of AAW (Table 
3)

• H3: No relationship between AAW sexualization and 
listening to and liking hip-hop (Table 3)

Sexual IAT:

• H1: No significant difference between sexualization of 
AAW and White women, t(40) = 1.61, p = .116; d = 
.076

• H2: No relationship between AAW sexualization and 
listening to and sexualization in music (Table 4)

• H3: No relationship between AAW sexualization and 
listening to and liking hip-hop (Table 4)
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TABLES

Participants

44 college students (37 females, 7 males)

• Mage: 21.04; SD = 2.5

Materials and Procedures 

Participants completed a 45-minute online survey through Qualtrics 

• Music Preferences: Frequency of listening and genre preferences. Mean                                                                           
scores of Hip-hop, R&B, and Rap were computed

• Objectification of AAW in Music: 
• Perception of Portrayals of Sexualization: Stereotypes in Music questionnaire, a 9-item scale gauging 

AAW sexualization in music 
• e.g., “In the music you listen to, how often are black women portrayed as people who use sex 

to obtain material possessions?”

• Sexualization of AAW
• Sexual IAT: computer task used to measure implicit biases (Tables 1 & 2), 
• Jezebel scale: 7-item scale that examines sexual stereotypic perceptions of AAW 

• e.g., “Black girls are gold diggers”

Table 1. Images of Women used in the Sexual IAT

White 
Women

Black 
Women

Table 2. Words used in the Sexual IAT
Sexual Non-sexual
Erotic Prude

Seductive Innocent
Kinky Inexperienced

Freaky Modest

Provocative Virginal

Promiscuous Incorrupt

Sexy Pure

Table 4. Correlations between Sexual IAT and music 
related variables

r p

Sexualization in 
music

-.249 .116

Hip-hop listening .016 .932

Hip-hop liking -.099 .539

Table 3. Correlations between Jezebel Scale and music 
related variables

r p

Sexualization in 
music

.428* .004*

Hip-hop listening .116 .454

Hip-hop liking -.089 .564
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