Preparing for Patagonia

by Linda Hayek

Released from the bondages 
Of my former life, 
I find myself 
in search of Patagonia.  
Patagonia - the point beyond which one cannot go
The extreme  
The nothingness at the edge of the earth 
My geometry-teacher-voice reminds me
    Spheres  
         do not have edges.  
Yet I persist 

With unexplainable compulsion.

Intense and expectant
Will I find Patagonia in South America?
Will I notice if I bicycle past it?
Undaunted by unknowns 
I train

Pedaling into headwinds for hours
Stopping - completely spent
Skin crusty with salt and dust 
Hamstrings tight
Quadriceps rubbery from the workout
I rest…

 then go at it again
Preparing for Patagonia
