GRETNA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
EMBEDDED WRITING INSTITUTE
Because the best teachers of writing are writers themselves.

HOW IT WORKS
Since 2013, the Gretna Education Foundation has
partnered with the Nebraska Writing Project in
funding an embedded writing institute for Gretna's
educators who are interested in improving their
skills as teachers of writing. Year after year,
participants have been thrilled to discover that the
benefits of the institute extend far beyond writing
instruction and into other areas of pedagogy, crosscurricular collaboration, and personal writing in
every mode.

WHO WE ARE
The Gretna Writing Institute is open to all
educators in the Gretna School District. In
the past 8 years, nearly 100 educators have
participated, including ELA teachers from all
levels as well as administrators, media
specialists, elementary teachers, guidance
counselors, foreign language and special
education faculty, secondary science and
math teachers, and many others.

WHAT WE DO

Meeting once a week for 15 weeks, institute
participants are involved in three areas of focus:
individual EQUIP projects, a collaborative inquiry
presentation, and personal writing. The EQUIP
allows teachers the opportunity to model his or her
best teaching of writing practice or idea for their
professional peers to gain feedback, while also
giving the class a collection of everyone else's best
ideas. During the inquiry phase, research teams
work together to solve shared classroom or
curricular issues. Finally, all participants work in
small writing groups on personal writing pieces
from any genre. A middle school Science teacher
might be developing a research article for
publication while a 4th grade team leader is writing
a poem. This invaluable element of the institute
allows educators to experience the many emotions
our students face as writers every day.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT
THE GRETNA WRITING INSTITUTE
CONTACT FACILITATOR JENNIFER LONG.
EMAIL ADDRESS

Jennifer Long is a member of the

jlong@gpsne.org

secondary English faculty at Gretna

PHONE NUMBER
(402)332-3936

Public Schools and is a co-director
of the Nebraska Writing Project.

