
Homestead Records:  
     Partnerships in Digitization 
 



Some 822,000 homesteader records exist in the National Archives 
 
                              75,787 for Nebraska alone 
 
Also records elsewhere: 
      
     BLM/Government Land Office 
       county land offices, regional NARA offices, etc.  

How will digitizing these records be useful – how will they be used? 
 
         



genealogies 
   





Homestead Records will also be used by scholars for 
 re-writing the history of homesteading 

counting vs. story-telling” 
 
  





  
Quantitative studies have been very limited 
in scope.  



1993 229 in sample 1996 297 in sample 



 
Andrea Curtis, then an undergraduate at UNL, was 
interested in women homesteaders and wondered: 

She used the digitized homesteading records for the Broken Bow  
         Land Office [Custer County, Nebraska]. 

How did women homesteaders acquire their land?  



Andrea’s question:  How did women homesteaders in  
           Custer County obtain their land? 

Her answer: 



She found marked  
 differences between  
 different groups  
 of  females: 
 
Foreign-born female claimants  
were twice as likely 
as  American female claimants to    
inherit their claims from their 
husbands  (31% v. 15%). 
 
American females were much  
more likely to make their claims  
first and  then marry afterwards 
(29% v. 20%).  



Andrea’s research permitted more finely-grained analyses as well. 

Her sample included 1720 homesteaders. 

She was an UNDERGRADUATE. 



Are there any precedents for history being revised  
by “counting” instead of “story-telling”? 
 
Well, yes …. 





another project is re-writing  
the environmental 
history of the Great Plains 

does “counting” in history 
  end the debates? 



To make the digitized records become the basis for a “new history” of         
 homesteading, there are two required phases: 
 
 a) digitize the records 
 
 b) attract scholars who use them 
 
       

We’re well on our way to accomplishing (a);  we need to achieve (b) as well. 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16

