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Our program continues to blossom and grow.   This year, we welcome two new Program Faculty members, Ariana 
Vigil and Sarah Gervais.  Ariana Vigil is an Assistant Professor of English and Ethnic Studies.  She earned her 
PhD in English from Cornell University in 2008 where she focused on Contemporary US Latina/o Literatures and 
Cultures, Queer and Feminist Literature, and African American Literature.  In her research, she looks at gendered 
articulations of nationalism as well as the role of gender and sexuality in narratives of war and revolution.  Sarah 
Gervais earned her PhD in Social Psychology and Women’s Studies from The Pennsylvania State University in 
2007 where she focused on sexual objectification, stereotyping, and gender discrimination.  Her research concerns 
the relationship between power and intergroup processes.  

This spring, we are also happy to announce the addition of a new Core Faculty member, Rose Holz.  Rose Holz 
will be familiar to many of you as a long-time Associate Director of WGS as well as a professor of our Feminist 
Theories/Feminists’ Perspectives and History of Sexuality classes.  Now, we welcome Rose fulltime to the WGS 
program as an Assistant Professor of Practice.  Rose earned her PhD in History at the University of Illinois-
Urbana in 2002 and has completed a book manuscript, “The Birth Control Clinic in a Marketplace World; And 
Other Essays About the (Illinois) Planned Parenthood Clinic Movement.”

I have even more good news to share.  As a result of our first-ever search for a specialist in Transnational 
Feminism, we have hired Dr. Basuli Deb.  Dr. Deb will be jointly appointed in Women’s and Gender Studies and 
English and will begin teaching in the fall of 2009.  She earned her PhD in English at Michigan State University 
in 2007.  Her academic interests include Feminist Theory, Postcolonial Literature and Theory, Subaltern Studies, 
Colonial Discourse Analysis, South Asian, African, and Middle Eastern Studies, and Human Rights Discourse.  
She is currently working on a book manuscript, “Women in Conflict Zones: Human Rights Narratives and 
Postcolonial Perspectives,” regarding women’s human rights narratives in Guatemala, India, and South Africa.  
Welcome, Basuli!

Finally, we want to let you know about the progress we’ve made with our Kelly Grant to internationalize the 
curriculum.  We have begun development of a team-taught introductory class on Transnational Feminism, to 
be offered next Spring 2010.  We will also be sponsoring a speaker series devoted to the topic.  And as part of 
her work with the Kelly Grant, Dr. Chantal Kalisa will be taking a group of students to Rwanda in the summer.  
In addition, we were able to use some of our grant funds to send Carrie Walker, a PhD student in English and 
member of our Kelly Grant team, to attend the Commission on the Status of Women hearings at the United 
Nations in March 2009.  Look for an upcoming presentation with Carrie in the fall of 2009.  
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Core Faculty

the larger US history surveys (where she finds some of 
her most enthusiastic new  recruits for Women’s and 
Gender Studies), she also teaches classes on the history 
of sexuality and feminist theory. With a PhD from the 
University of Illinois in US history, her specific areas 
of interest include the history of women and gender, 
sexuality, medicine, and more recently business and 
mass consumer culture -- particularly as they relate to 
birth control and reproductive technology. Her book  
manuscript, “The Birth Control Clinic in a Marketplace 
World,” reflects  these interests.

Conflict Zones: Human Rights Narratives and 
Postcolonial Perspectives,” Deb builds on these issues 
by studying postcolonial narratives depicting human 
rights violations against women in conflict zones. She 
has taught courses such as Imperial Women Writers and 
Those Who Rewrote the Empire, and (Neo)Imperial 
Legacies, Postcolonial Violence, and the Human Rights 
Struggle. As a specialist in Transnational Feminism, 
she will teach introductory women’s and gender studies 
courses as well as courses on transnational feminism. 

New Program Faculty

Welcome to our New Faculty!

         

Professors Rose Holz and Sarah Rodriguez kicked off 
the Spring Colloquium Series on February 10, 2009 
with a presentation entitled, “Meet Dr. Dickinson:  
Probably the Most Influential Sexologist of the 20th 
Century About Whom You’ve Never Heard.”  As Holz 
and Rodriguez explained, this virtually unknown 
New York physician, who lived from 1861-1950, 
is in many ways the founding father of American 
gynecology as we know it today.  
A unique point about Dr. Dickinson was the visual 
records he created of his patients. Long after he closed 
his private practice, he used this visual imagery to 
create exquisite physician reference books about the 
practice of gynecology. The books were illustrated to 
teach the often male gynecologists about the female 
anatomy, many of whom had learned very little in 
their professional training. He also introduced the 
modern female pelvic examination, similar to the 
practice women are familiar with today. Central 
to this new examination ritual were two things: a 
proper examination table and good lighting in order 
better to see women’s private parts. This marked a 
dramatic shift from Victorian medical practices that 
looked to preserve women’s virtue by keeping her 
sexual anatomy hidden from view.  
The presentation included samples of his artistic skills 
with illustrations from two of his more popular books. 
While The Control of Fertility (1938) introduced 
physicians to basic gynecology and birth control 
methods, The Human Sex Atlas (1949) included, 
among other things, detailed visual depictions of 
various sexual positions and techniques. 
Overall, this introduction to Dr. Dickinson piqued 
the interest of the many students and faculty in 
attendance. The presentation was a fabulous way 
to kick off the spring series on “Women, Gender, 
Science & Medicine.”
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WGS Colloquium Series:
“Meet Dr. Dickinson: Probably the Most 

Influential Sexologist of the 20th Century 
About Whom You’ve Never Heard” - Rose 

Holz and Sarah Rodriguez               
By Lea Dietrich, Senior 

Business Administration 
Major, WGS Minor

Sarah Rodriguez and Rose HolzAriana Vigil -   
Assistant Professor, 

Department of English 

Areas of Speciality: 
Contemporary U.S. 
Latina/o Literature, 
20th Century U.S. 

Literature, Queer and 
Feminist Studies

Rose Holz, Lecturer in History 
and now Assistant Professor 
of Practice in Women’s and 
Gender Studies, has been the 
WGS Associate Director  since 
2004 where she serves as the 
undergraduate advisor for both 
WGS  and the LGBTQ/Sexuality 
minor. Besides teaching some of 

Basuli Deb will join the English 
Department and Women’s and 
Gender Studies Program in fall 
2009. Professor Deb has a PhD 
from Michigan State University 
and did her disseration on “Women 
and Militancy: Narratives from 
Guatemala, India, and South Africa.” 
In her book manuscript, “Women In 
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Before I attended the presentation by Dr. Virginia 
Braun, I had no idea what a “designer vagina” really 
was or the social implications of such a procedure. 
While this curiosity was what piqued my initial interest, 
I found the topic to be a fascinating look into today’s 
sexual standards and “norms.” Braun demonstrated 
how such “norms” are exacerbated by the media, in 
particular pornography, body image magazines, and 
popular role models, to name a few. Surprisingly, 
medical terminology contributes to this as well. By  
designating a particular physical condition—in this 
case an elongated labia—as “abnormal” (hypertrophic), 
a “standard” is born against which women’s genitalia are 
then judged. 
Dr. Braun focused her lecture mainly on the analysis 
and criticism of labiaplasty, and she examined the 
procedure from a social and psychological view. By 
creating a female standard to which women are expected 
to adhere, there is the potential for men to regulate 
what women should look like, thereby re-confirming 
women’s unequal status in male-female relationships. 
Because some of the surgeries (i.e. tightening) are 
for male sexual pleasure, there is strong evidence to 
support this idea. Finally, Dr. Braun addressed another 
controversial issue – whether women have the right to 
“choose” such a procedure. 
As a result of this presentation, I was able to comprehend 
better the nuances of this surgery and its connection to 
social standards of the vagina. Overall, I was impressed 
by Dr. Braun and would encourage others to check her 
work out.

Serving as a a representative of the Women and 
Gender Studies Transnational Feminism group, 
Carrie Walker attended the Commission on the 
Status of Women Conference at the United Nations 
in New York from February 28th - March 7th, 
2009. The CSW is dedicated to gender equality and 
the advancement of women. Representatives from 
member states gather to identify problems and issues 
affecting women internationally. CSW meetings 
are typically attended by thousands of women 
affiliated with non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) from around the world. Alongside the 
official discussions and reports, these NGOs sponsor 
hundreds of side events, such as panels, workshops 
and performances addressing local and international 

WGS Colloquium Series:
“Questioning ‘The Designer Vagina’: A 

Critical Analysis of Female Genital Cosmetic 
Surgery” - Virginia Braun, Psychologist, 

University of Auckland, New Zealand
By Eric Thorson, Senior Business 
Management Major, Economics 

Minor, and student in WMNS 402 - 
History of Sexuality in America

Carrie Walker Represents Our WGS 
Program at the UN Commission on 

the Status of Women

Virginia Bruan presenting in 
the Nebraska Union 

issues affecting women. 
In the fall, Carrie will 
be giving a presentation 
on her experience. 

Carrie Walker (above) and (to 
the left) the participants of the 
Women’s International League 

for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) 
Practicum in Advocacy at the 
UN Commission on the Status 

of Women. 

No Limits 2009
“Feminisms, Environments, and New Media” 
University of Nebraska at Omaha, March 6-7

No Limits 2009 was hosted by the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha. UNL student participants included: 
Amber Harris Leichner (below left), Michael Harpster, 
Joy Evertson, Sam Chesters, Tamy  Burnett, Deidra 
Jacobson, Derek Hester, Christine Osborne, Schyler 
Lindekugel (below right), Shasta Inman, Morgan Beal, 
and Lyndie Christensen. 



Faculty/Staff Achievements
Sue Wortmann, Assistant 
Professor of Sociology, 
has  accepted an associate 
professor position at 
Nebraska Wesleyan 
beginning Fall 2009. 

Sidnie  White Crawford, 
Professor and Chair of 
Classics and Religious 
Studies, has been named 
a Willa Cather Professor 
of Classics and Religious 
Studies, as of May 1, 2009. 

Melissa Homestead, 
Associate Professor of 
English, co-directed 
a symposium at the 
American Antiquarian 
Society on April 10th 
and 11th entitled, “Also 
By This Author: E.D.E.N. 
Southworth beyond The 
Hidden Hand.” Melissa  
has also  been named a 
Susan Rosowski Professor. 
The new professorship 
was established this 
year to recognize faculty 
members at the associate 
professor level who have 
achieved a distinguished 
record of scholarship or 
creative activity and who 
show exceptional promise 
for future excellence. 

Michael James, Chair and 
Ardis James Professor of 
Textiles, Clothing, and 
Design, will be awarded 
the University of Nebraska 
Outstanding Research and 
Creative Activity Award 
(ORCA) on April 29, 
2009. As the University 
of Nebraska President 
James B. Milliken 
explained, this university-
wide award recognizes 
“faculty whose research, 
teaching, creative activity 
and public engagement 
have made an impact on 
students, the University 
and the state.” ORCA  
recognizes individual  
faculty   members for 
research and creative 
activity of international or 
national significance. In 

the award announcement, 
Professor James  is 
described as one of the 
world’s leading quilt artists 
who has pioneered ways 
to incorporate advanced 
digital technology into 
his medium. His works 
have been acquired by and 
shown in a wide range of 
museums and galleries, 
including the Renwick 
Gallery of the Smithsonian 
Institution, Sheldon 
Museum of Art, Fuller 
Craft Museum, and many 
others. He is a Fellow of the 
American Craft Council 
and was recognized 
with the Governor’s Arts 
Award as Nebraska’s 2008 
Visual Artist of the Year. 
In addition to blending 
c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n , 
aesthetics and technology 
to create highly original 
works of art, James is a 
respected instructor and 
mentor.

Anna Shavers (Law) has 
been named the Cline 
Williams Professor of 
Citizenship Law. 

Wendy Weiss, Professor 
of Textiles, Clothing and 
Design and director of the 
Robert Hillestad Textiles 
Gallery,  earned a Fulbright 
Scholar grant from the 
U.S. State Department for 
2009. Weiss  researched 
at M.S. University of 
Baroda, Vadodara, Gujarat 
in India during Spring 
2009, documenting 
contemporary Ikat 
textiles production from  
an artist’s perspective. 
She will develop an 
exhibition to present in 
Lincoln in October 2010 
in conjunction with the 
Textile Society of America 

Biennial Symposium, 
of which she is co-chair.  
Fulbright recipients are 
selected on the basis of 
academic or professional 
achievement, as well as 
demonstrated leadership 
potential in their fields. 
For additional information 
about the Fulbright 
Program, go to http://
fulbright.state.gov. 
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Ryan Fette (M.A. Candidate, Department of Educational 
Administration and WGS alum) received the 2009 James V. 

Griesen Heart of Service Award. The Heart of Service Award 
honors one graduate student each year who consistently 

demonstrates exceptional service and dedication to the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln undergraduate student population.

Shireen Ghorbani (M.A. Candidate, Department of 
Communication Studies and WGS Graduate Specialization 

Student) has been granted a gender studies teaching assistantship 
at the University of Utah. She will be teaching a course called 

Protests and Movements. 

Rachel McClain (Senior, Arts Major, WGS Minor) was  awarded 
the Arts and Sciences Ovation award in January 2009. 

Ericka Wright (WGS Alum) was  awarded the Elizabeth Kurtz 
Award by Voices of Hope, which is presented to a volunteer who 
has demonstrated the highest level of empowerment and service  

to survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault. 

Student/Alumni Achievements
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For news, events, & info, go to:
http://www.unl.edu/womenssp

WGS Graduates:
   Congratulations to the following WGS majors,         
    minors, and graduate specialization students   
                       graduating this May/August!

      Majors:         LGTBQ/Sexuality 
           Ashley Gruba        Minors:
           Audrey Johnson           Carrie Cheloha
           Schyler Lindekugel        Ashley Gruba
                       Schyler Lindekugal
      Minors:            Sinduja Sathiyaseelan
           Hannah Brown
           Erin Illian         Graduate        
           Katie Jacobs         Specializations:
           Jillian Kersch      Jessykah Barron
           Ashlee Kocina            Morgan Beal
           Sarah Malesa           Becky Buller
           Sara Maul           Lyndie Christensen
           Katherine Mohr           Shireen Ghorbani
           Sarah Schroeder           Beth Ribarsky
           Sarah Thomas                Christine Rittenour
           Tia Toester                      Laura Roost
           Rachael Wolfe                         

1st Interdisciplinary Conference on 
Human Trafficking, October 2009

“What We Know and What We Need to Know” 
University of Nebraska–Lincoln, October 29-31

LGBTQ Reading GroupThe University of Nebraska–Lincoln will host No Limits 2010.  
The keynote speaker will be Professor Obioma Nnaemeka, 
a transnational feminism scholar and associate professor 
of French, Women’s Studies, and African American Studies 
at Indiana University-Indianapolis. Additionally, there will 
be a panel of former WGS students now working in local 
community agencies. 

The purpose of this conference is to bring together 
researchers from many disciplines, as well as government and 
non-governmental agencies who have responsibility for anti-
trafficking efforts, to develop a research agenda. For more 
information go to http://conferences.unl.edu/trafficking/. 

No Limits 2010
“Global Issues; Local Voices: No Limits 2010” 

University of Nebraska–Lincoln, March 5-6

The LGBTQ Reading Group meets monthly. If you 
are interested in joining, contact Pat Tetrault at 
ptetrault1@unl.edu. 

Women’s & Gender Studies Summer Courses
1st 5-Week Session (June 8 - July 10)

2nd 5-Week Session (July 13 - August 13)

WMNS 101 - Intro to Women’s and Gender Studies (3 cr)
Introduction to basic concepts of the study of women and gender in America by examining historical connections 
and major historical figures, contemporary topics and debates, selected international writings, and future issues. 

WMNS 498 - Special Topics: “Girls Coming of Age” (3 cr)
Throughout this course, students will develop a comprehensive understanding of the intersectionality of gender, 
culture, ethnicity, socioeconomic status and sexual orientation in the “coming of age” process. We will also explore 
the ways in which expectations of young women and girls have changed over time in relation to their physical and 
psychological development. Finally, we will explore the concept of objectification, and how self-objectification 
impacts girls’ feelings about their body, personality, and identity. 

WMNS 210 - Activism and Feminist Communities (3 cr)
This course is designed to provide students an opportunity to connect academic knowledge in Women’s and Gender 
Studies as well as in other disciplines with cross-cultural community projects.

For registration information, go to summer.unl.edu

Rwanda Summer Program: “An 
Interdisciplinary Study of the 1994 Rwandan 

Genocide and its Aftermath” 
Summer Study Abroad, July 12-25, 2009

After two weekends of preparation here at UNL, students will 
then spend two weeks in Rwanda, hosted by the Interdisciplinary 
Genocide Studies Center in Kigali. The program is open to 
both undergraduate and graduate students from all disciplines.
For more information go to www.unl.edu/iaffairs or contact 
Dr. Chantal Kalisa at mkalisa2@unl.edu.



If you would like to contribute to the Women’s and Gender Studies Development Fund, please cut out the above contribution card and 
mail it to: University of Nebraska Foundation, P.O. Box. 82555, Lincoln, NE 68501-2555.

The University of Nebraska –Lincoln does not discriminate based on gender, age, disability, race, color, religion, marital status, veteran’s status, national or ethnic origin, or sexual orientation. 

Women’s and Gender Studies Program
327 Seaton Hall
Lincoln, NE  68588-0632
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