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Updates, Features, and News 

Being the Future, Riding the the Next 
Feminist Wave : No Limits 2019

“No Limits”—the annual student conference we share with the 
WGS Programs at UNK and UNO—returns to UNL! We in-
vite proposals from undergraduates, graduate students, and re-
cent graduates on any topic from any discipline related to wom-
en’s issues, lives, histories or cultures; feminism; or women’s and 
gender studies. Creative writing, visual arts, film, music, per-
formances, workshops, and academic papers are all welcome. Pro-
posals for individual presentations or premade panels are accepted.  
  

While papers and panels can address a variety of themes, this 
year’s keynote speaker is Shireen Ghorbani. A UNL alum, Ghor-
bani earned her MA in Communication Studies with a special-
ization in Women’s and Gender Studies. She was the Democratic 
nominee for Congress in Utah’s second district and was featured 
on the cover of  Time magazine about her grassroots movement 
to office. Shireen was one of the 256  women candidates for 
both the House and the Senate in the 2018 election. This is a re-
cord number of women to run for Congress in American history.  
 

The conference will be Friday, March 8, 2019 at UNL in the City Campus Union. Please check out https://www.
unl.edu/wgs/no-limits-2019 for more information. 
 
The deadline for proposal submissions is Friday, January 18, 2019. To apply, please visit https://go.unl.edu/no-
limits.
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WGS Colloquium Series, 
Spring 2018

Eddie Spring Watson (Senior, WGS major, LGBTQ/Sexuality 
Studies & Psychology minors) 

UNL WGS Alumna Spotlight: 
Shireen Ghorbani

New Core Faculty Spotlight: 
Shari Stenberg

“Medical Bondage and the Birth of 
Gynecology” 

UNL’s College of Arts and Sciences hosted Dr. Deirdre 
Cooper Owens who presented “Medical Bondage and 
the Birth of Gynecology” in April for the 2018 Linda 
and Charles Wilson Humanities in Medicine Lecture. 
 

In her lecture, Owens navigated between the demo-
nization or glorification of the history of American 
gynecology by adding historical context. “Many ad-
vances in American medicine develop because of the 
vulnerability of populations not able to share their 
stories and experiences, like the enslaved.” Owens 
focused on the experiences of the enslaved African 
women, and how these women led to the blueprints 
of gynecology in the United States. She told the sto-
ries of women such as Saartjie Baartman, a slave 
who was put on display due to the proportions of 
her bottom. She also described the experiences of 
another slave who was being treated for discomfort, 
but doctors ignored her self-diagnosis of having a 
child in utero for 12 months, which after her death 
was found to be correct. Owens also identified 1807 
as the year when the demand for enslaved women to 
have reproductive capabilities increased, due to the 
US’s ban on the importation of slaves from overseas. 
 

The voices of these women were silenced and edit-
ed based on what white men at the time found to be 
worth recording. Owens recovers these stories and 
tells them now. By focusing on the narratives of these 
enslaved women to add context to a censored history, 
Owens explains the significance these women had in 
the roots of gynecology and highlights how their ex-
periences still impact the practice of gynecology today. 
 

Those interested in seeing Owen’s lecture can view it 
at www.unl.edu/wgs/DeirdreCooperOwens.mp4 or 
can learn more in her book Medical Bondage; Race, 
Gender, and the Origins of American Gynecology.

 2018 Linda and Charles Humanities in 
Medicine Lecture:  

Shireen Ghorbani was a candi-
date for the 2018 Congressio-
nal race in Utah’s 2nd District. 
While she didn’t win she was 
a part of the record number 
of women who ran for gov-
ernment office this past elec-
tion. Shireen is a UNL alumna 
with a MA in Communication 
Studies and a specialization in 
Women’s and Gender Studies.
This spring Ghorbani will return to UNL as this year’s 
No Limits conference keynote speaker. Ghorbani not 
only has aspirations of governmental office, but she also 
works as the associate director in organizational develop-
ment and communication in the Facilities Management 
Department at the University of Utah. She was born in 
Bismark, ND of an Irani father; her mother worked as an 
English teacher at a local college. She is a mother and a 
wife and believes deeply in bringing up her son in a house 
of gender-equal responsibilities, and to demonstrate to 
him how important it is to have a strong work ethic.

Welcome to our newest core 
faculty member, Dr. Shari 
Stenberg. Stenberg received 
her PhD from the State Univer-
sity of New York-Albany and 
has been in UNL’s Department 
of English since 2007. She is 
also currently serving as WGS’s 
interim director while Dr. Mar-
garet Jacobs is on sabbatical to

complete research as a Carnegie Fellow.
Stenberg integrates a collaborative teaching environ-
ment regardless if she is working with undergraduates 
or graduate students to explore how rhetorical practices 
can shape the classroom, our disciplines, and our cul-
ture. She works with new and developing teachers to 
investigate the visions and ideals that shape our peda-
gogies, and to approach teaching, like writing, as always 
in process. Dr. Stenberg will be teaching ENGL 973 
Special Topics: Pedagogies and Difference this upcom-
ing spring on Mondays, 5:30-8:20pm in Andrews Hall.
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Picturing Gender in a Globalized World: 
A Roundtable Discussion

Claire Shea (Senior, Political Science & Psychology majors, 
WGS & Spanish minors)

Translating Women, Translating 
Feminism: A Community Panel 

Emily Milligan (Sophomore, Political Science major,
 Communication Studies minor)

In the final event of the Spring 2018 colloquia, “Translat-
ing Women, Translating Feminism in a Global World,” 
WGS and Global Studies hosted a panel discussion with 
three UNL faculty members, Luis Rosa, José Angel Mal-
donado, and Isabel Velázquez, each of whom presented 
an image that they believed represented either transna-
tional feminism or the need for transnational feminism. 

Professor Rosa began with an image of Puerto Rican 
revolutionary Luisa Capetillo, who gained notori-
ety after being arrested in Cuba for causing a distur-
bance by wearing men’s clothing in public. Capetil-
lo, although lacking a formal education, became 
central to workers’ liberation movements in Puerto 
Rico and Cuba as a reader in tobacco factories, where 
she spread her own socialist, feminist ideology. Pro-
fessor Rosa’s presentation maintained focus on the 
impact of patriarchal, capitalistic values on ideas 
about labor and production, as well as the silencing 
that can occur by sensationalizing historical figures.

Professor Maldonado, having displayed an image of 
“Diana, the Huntress,” spoke of the figure of Diana in 
Ciudad Juárez, Mexico and its connection to public 
demonstrations against femicide and sexual violence in 
the city, particularly at the hands of bus drivers. Through 
his presentation of this image, Maldonado proposed 
questions about feminist activism with the central im-
age of a goddess, as well as the dichotomy that exists 
among icons of women’s liberation and their poten-
tial connections to sensationalism and objectification.

Finally, Professor Velázquez exhibited an image of the 
painting “Tamalada” by Carmen Lomas Garza, which 
depicts the creation of tamales in the kitchen of a Mex-
ican-American family. Central to her conversation was 
the idea that transnational feminism flourishes in pri-
vate, intimate spaces, in which production remains a 
central aspect, regardless whether that production ex-
ists on the physical or emotional level, as well as beyond.

Each of their images brought forth important questions 
about the development of feminist ideology, as it exists in 
both the public and private spheres, prompting conver-
sations about iconography, production, and the impor-
tance of voice in revolutionary feminist presentations. 

On March 26, 2018, I attended an event hosted 
by the Women’s & Gender Studies Program and 
Global Studies. This was a community panel that 
included four women from the community who 
either were refugees or work with refugees within 
Lincoln, NE. The event was moderated by Professor 
Patrice McMahon; and the four panelists included: 
Shams Al-Badry, a UNL academic advisor who was 
also brought to the United States as a toddler; Lac-
ey Studnicka, an employee with Lutheran Family 
Services who works in refugee placement; Anna 
Spethman, a refugee match case manager with 
Catholic Social Services and finally, Isdihar Sheik, 
who is a recent refugee and women’s advocate. 

At this event, I learned several things I had nev-
er considered before pertaining to refugees. The 
panelists discussed their careers highlighting their 
work to resettle and help transition refugees to be-
come self-reliant new Americans. I learned that 
new American refugees are required to have a full-
time job within 6 months of arriving in the United 
States and by that time, they are indebted and have 
to pay back the cost of their plane ticket to get here. 
I also learned how long the refugee resettlement 
process can be. The panelists shared that people can 
be waiting for up to 20+ years in refugee camp sites 
in hopes of being accepted into a new country or 
being allowed to return home. Isdihar and Shams 
shared their feelings and experiences since living in 
Lincoln. Most of them were good, but not all. These 
negative experiences included instances of harass-
ment, Islamophobia, and even job discrimination.   

From this presentation, I recognized how important 
it is to be a proper advocate and friend to the refugee 
population, especially within our home in Lincoln, 
NE. While we may just assume that everyone is “Ne-
braska Nice,” these underrepresented and vulnerable 
individuals need us to be their friend and stand up 
for them—especially when we witness discrimina-
tion and harassment happening right in front of us.
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Simone Droge  (Junior, History & English majors, WGS & Digi-
tal Humanities minors)

UNL Department of English: The 
Reading Series
ROXANE GAY

The Women’s Center: 
A Week Without Violence

JACLYN FRIEDMAN “How to 
Have Sex without Getting Hurt 

or Being a Jerk”

Spring 2019 Colloquium
Look to your email and social media for information 
about the Spring 2019 Colloquium Series.  

WGS Colloquium Series, 
FALL 2018

and overcome by a child-like joy, but that’s how I felt 
walking away from the Nebraska Union, my signed 
copy of Hunger held against my chest. That night, 
I sat in bed and read that book from cover to cover. I 
laughed and I cried and I heard Dr. Gay’s voice in my 
head with every word. I appreciate so much of what 
Dr. Gay has given us—her words, her experiences, her 
vulnerability. Very few of us can imagine cutting our-
selves open and pouring onto the pages like she has.

Gay, as she tells us, is not interested in success stories 
because success stories are just stories which haven’t 
met their ending yet. Hunger is the story of her body, 
and it is not a success story. It is an honest story. As 
she read through the chapters out loud for her audi-
ence in the Union, the energy was tangible. Then, as 
she ever-so-casually told the audience that she was 
gang-raped, the silence draped us like a fog. For those 
who haven’t read excerpts of Hunger, it was heart-still-
ing, and for those who have—the same effect applied. 
This disclosure seemingly came to her easily, but she 
has likely done it so many times in front of audiences 
like us. As she discloses in Hunger, talking openly about 
her rape has been the hardest confession of her life. 

I’ve told practi-
cally everyone I 
know about the 
Roxane Gay read-
ing. It seems to be 
rare lately when I 
can catch one of 
those moments 
where I feel unbur-
dened by reality

and during questions, was always well-received. She 
is one of those people who has a natural charm, a 
natural eloquence—I think most of us left that night 
feeling rather enchanted. As she made us all laugh 
and moved us by discussing politics, her identity, her 
body, and even her seven nemeses—it was possible, 
as I mentioned earlier, to escape our current politi-
cal hellscape for a little while. Gay makes connect-
ing with an audience look easy, but as she tells us—it 
takes years of learning, and in her case, completing 
a PhD at Yale, to create and work within an effective 
rhetorical framework like she has. Roxane Gay is an 
individual whom I admire. She is real and authen-
tic, she is unwavering, and perhaps most notably, 
she is relentless. I want to be relentless like her. This 
is a time where we all need to be relentless like her.  

If you weren’t able to make it, check out Roxane Gay’s  
talk at https://mediahub.unl.edu/media/10047.

Nonetheless, her 
presence is not 
overwhelmed by 
this; she is not rid-
den with any visi-
ble darkness, con-
trarily—she is quite 
bright. Her humor, 
as she interject-
ed in her readings 

During UNL’s Week With-
out Violence coordinated 
by the Women’s Center, Ja-
clyn Friedman, writer, ed-
ucator, and activist, spoke 
to a room full of students, 
faculty, and the general 
public about the sex cul-
ture in America. It was an 
enlightening event filled 
with difficult questions but 
also plenty of humor and 
laughter.

Friedman is the creator of  
Yes Means Yes: Visions of Female Sexual Power and a 
World Without Rape as well as an award-winning pod-
cast Unscrewed. She is working to pave new paths to sex-
ual liberation, and has helped to popularize and mobi-
lize a “yes means yes” standard of sexual consent on US 
campuses.
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Courses of Interest    
Spring 2019

ENGLISH 239 – “Why Women Love Horror & 
Suspense Films”

Despite misconceptions, female audiences drive the 
box office when it comes to the success of horror 
films and texts. Women are often the victim or the 
monstrous other in horror, which begs the questions:  
Why do female spectators avidly claim ownership of 
the genre? Why are horror and suspense commonly 
misperceived as “male” genres? Through the lens of 
queer, intersectional, and globally diverse feminist 
perspective(s), students of this course will study female 
spectators and the horror that they consume and 
co-create as active viewers and fans. We will explore 
how the horror film (and related genre films) frequently 
offer spaces for fantasies of female empowerment 
along with playful speculative engagement with that 
which is truly horrifying (Professor Gwendolyn Foster, 
W 1:30-4:40pm).

WMNS 330 - British Authors to 1800 “Fierce Wars 
and Faithful Loves in Early Modern England”

This course will explore many of the primary 
works written by members of the Sidney family 
and their circle of influence. Sir Philip Sidney 
produced one of the first great sonnet sequences 
in the English language and also the first great 
prose romance. Mary Sidney Herbert, Philip’s sister, 
experimented brilliantly with verse forms, crafted an 
influential translation of a French classical tragedy, 
and patronized the literary arts more generally. 
Edmund Spenser, friend and admirer of Philip 
and Mary, similarly experimented with verse and 
the sonnet sequence and produced the first great 
epic in Early Modern English, The Faerie Queene. 
Mary Wroth, niece to Mary and Philip, wrote her 
own sonnet sequence—one of the first from a 
woman’s perspective—and her own prose romance 
and pastoral comedy. Aemilia Lanyer, admirer of 
Mary Sidney and beneficiary of patronage networks, 
published a poetic retelling of the Passion story 
and helped to establish the “country house” poetic 
genre. Spenser proclaims “Fierce wars and faithful 
loves” as the major themes for his romance epic.
Reconsiderations of heroism, devotion, and gender 
can be found throughout the works of all five of 
these innovative authors (Professor Stephen Buhler, 
TR 11:00am-12:15pm).

Social Media & Website Updates
WGS  has  increased its presence on social 
media. We post information about department 
and campus news and events, as well as national  
news pertaining to women, gender,  and sexuality. 
Like us  on Facebook  and follow us on Twitter 
@unl_wgs & Instagram @unl_wgsprogram.
If there is something that you would like to see on 
the website or on social media, feel free to email us 
at wgs@unl.edu. We would love to hear your ideas! 

WMNS 391 – Special Topics in Women’s & Gender 
Studies “Sexuality and the State”

This spring we are introducing a course that will cover 
feminist and queer perspectives on the state’s role 
in producing and regulating sexuality. Throughout 
the semester we will engage with questions such 
as: How do behaviors related to things like sex, 
bodies, or pregnancy become purview of the state? 
How have laws changed as a result of feminist and 
queer activism? How are inequalities embedded in 
our laws and how do laws create inequalities? What 
understandings about sexuality and gender emerge 
in the law? We will cover a range of topics well as 
engage with scholars addressing questions of the state 
and law in an international context. The course will 
focus on sexuality as it intersects with other systems 
of inequality and difference, including race, class, and 
gender (Professor Emily Kazyak, TR 9:30-10:45am). 

For news, events, & info, go to:
http://www.unl.edu/wgs

WGS Is Moving!
November 29th, 2018

from Seaton Hall to Pound Hall, Suite 325
This fall the Women’s and Gender Studies Program 
is moving from its long-time home on the third 
floor of Seaton Hall. We will now be located on the 
third floor of Pound Hall or the old CBA Building 
across from the Sheldon Art Museum. This building 
has been newly renovated and we are looking 
forward to sharing this new space with all of you.  
Thank you all for being patient as this transition has 
been on-going this semester. We are excited to be 
unpacked and in our new space. So please drop by and 
visit us in Pound Hall! 
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Faculty and Student Achievements
Faculty 

Achievements

Iker González-Allende, 
(Leland and Dorothy 
Olson Professor in 
Modern Languages 
and Literatures) 
published the monograph 
Hombres en movimiento: 
M a s c u l i n i d a d e s 
españolas en los exilios 
y emigraciones, 1939–
1999 [“Men in Motion: 
Spanish Masculinities in 
Exiles and Migrations, 
1939-1999”] (Purdue 
University Press, 2018). 
This book delivers the 
first sustained study 
of how the Spanish 
masculine identity, of 
both homosexual and 
heterosexual men, is 
impacted when men 
are compelled to leave 
their country. In the 
book, González-Allende 
examines the literary 
output of Spanish male 
authors over three 
periods of emigration and 
exile: the long Republican 
exile from the Spanish 
Civil War (1936–1939), 
the emigration to Europe 
during the Spanish 
economic crisis of the 
1960s, and the recent 
period of emigration of 
intellectuals to the United 
States through the end 
of the twentieth century. 
Revealing and unpacking 
recurring patterns of 
isolation, insecurity, 
discrimination, and 
feminization in the 
host country, González-
Allende argues that 
exile and emigration 
cause a crisis of 
powerlessness that can 
have a destabilizing effect 
on one’s masculinity. 

Kristen Hoerl’s 
( C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Studies) recent book 
The Bad Sixties: 
Hollywood Memories 
of the Counterculture, 
Antiwar, and Black Power 
Movements (University 
Press of Mississippi) won 
the 2018 Book Award 
from the American 
Studies Division of the 
National Communication 
Association (NCA). 
She was recognized at 
the division’s business 
meeting in Salt Lake 
City on November 10 
during the NCA’s annual 
convention. Hoerl  also 
finalized edits on volume 
40 of Women’s Studies in 
Communication this year. 
The journal is the premier 
scholarly peer-reviewed 
feminist journal in the 
field of communication 
studies supported by 
the Organization for 
Research on Women and 
Communication. This is 
the end of Hoerl’s second 
year as editor, and she 
is entering her final year 
as the journal’s editor in 
January.
Rose Holz (WGS) has 
been leading teaching 
workshops with Chelsea 
Richardson (a PhD 
student Philosophy and 
WGS) -- “How to Teach 
the Abortion Debate 
Without Setting Off Any 
Bombs: Lessons from the 
1939 Dickinson-Belskie 
Birth Series Sculptures.” 
They presented last July 
2018 at the Conference for 
the American Association 
for Philosophy Teachers 
in Greensboro, NC. 
They presented again in 
November 2018 at the 
National Women’s Studies 
Association Conference 
in Atlanta, GA.

Pat Tetreault (WGS 
Campus Associate) 
received ACPA’s – College 
Student Educators 
International – Coalition 
for Sexuality and Gender 
Identities Research 
Recognition Award. 
She also co-authored 
a chapter of Religious 
Freedom Restoration 
Acts that was published 
earlier this year. Tetreault, 
P.A. & Perkins, Jared. 
Chapter 11: Religious 
Freedom Restoration 
Acts: Balancing Religious 
Freedom and Equality 
Under the Law, In 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
and Transgender 
Americans at Risk, 
edited by Chuck Stewart, 
Santa Barbara: Praeger, 
2018. This three volume 
publication recently won 
the American Book Fest 
best book in the category 
of LGBTQ Non-Fiction.
Jennifer McKitrick 
(Philosophy) will be 
presenting “Reflections 
on Analytic Feminism” 
at the 2019 Eastern 
Division meeting of the 
American Philosophical 
Association. She also 
published a chapter 
entitled “Feminist 
Metaphysics: Can this 
Marriage be Saved?” in the 
Bloomsbury Companion 
to Analytic Feminism. 
McKitrick will  also be 
presenting a panel  along 
with Philosphy lecturer 
Adam Thompson and 
graduate student Chelsea 
Richardson on the 
nature of race at the The 
Philosophy, Politics, and 
Economics Society, March 
28 – March 30, 2019 in 
New Orleans. 
Gwendolyn Foster  
(English) was honored 

with a retrospective of 
her experimental films 
at BWA Contemporary 
Art Gallery, Poland and 
a one-woman show, 
“Gwendolyn Audrey 
Foster: Queer Feminist 
Punk Experimental 
Films,” at Filmhuis 
Cavia in Amsterdam. A 
collection of Foster’s work 
was presented on Salto 
2 Cable TV, Amsterdam 
for Queer Pride, 2018. 
Several of her films 
and video installations 
screened at international 
festivals this year. Foster 
is looking forward to 
teaching LGBTQ+ Film 
(413/813) next Fall. 
Grace Bauer (English) 
has spent much of the 
past year promoting 
Nasty Women Poets: An 
Unapologetic Anthology 
of Subversive Verse, which 
she co-edited with fellow 
poet, Julie Kane (Lost 
Horse Press, October 
2017). Nasty Women 
Poet readings were held 
in locations across the 
country—including New 
York City, Philadelphia, 
Baton Rouge, New 
Orleans, Los Angeles, 
Boston,  and right here 
in Lincoln. The anthology 
was chosen as a Best Book 
of 2017 by Grace Cavalieri 
of The Washington 
Independent Book Review 
and featured on the 
website of VIDA: Women 
in Literary Arts. Bauer will 
be teaching the anthology 
in her Introduction to 
Women’s Literature class 
this spring. Meanwhile,  
Bauer also has poems 
forthcoming in the 
journals Tin House, 



WGS 2018 Scholarship and 
Award Winners

 
Karen Dunning Women’s and Gender Studies 
Scholarly Paper/Creative Activity Awards 
Undergraduate Student: Claire Shea  
Graduate Student: Trenton Haltom                    
Outstanding Student Achievement Award 
Claire Shea
Melba Cope Scholarship 
Ashley Morrison
Travel Award Scholarships 
Ashley Garcia, PhD in Communication Studies
Sarah Taylor, PhD in Child, Youth, & Family 
Studies
Brandi Woodell, PhD in Sociology
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Congratulations, Graduates!
During the 2017-2018 academic year, WGS celebrated 
54 graduating WGS majors, minors, and graduate 
specialization/mionr students as well as LGBTQ/
Sexuality Studies minors at our May, August, & 
December graduation receptions. 
Majors: Emma Finken, Lori Nevole, Sara Nixon, 
Riley Redburn, Katelin Stubblefield, Karina Von 
Seggern, & Eddie Watson. 
Minors:  Taylor Anderson, Myrianna Bakou, Katie 
Batenhorst, Kyly Baxter, Olivia Bond, Jasmine Brown, 
Kari Brynjulson, Jessica Carter, Sadie Counts, Anna 
Filipcic, Maricela Gáldamez, Carleen Glen, Xueyan 
Han, Sheree Haynie, Vic Klafter, Emily Lake, Mariel 
Limon, Ellen Magnuson, Emani Marshall-Loving, 
Katharine Meegan, Chloe Meier, Ashley Mejstrik, 
Austin Moore, Jamie Munsil, Taylor Nelson, Trevor 
Obermueller, Lan Portnoy, Karley Powell, Amber 
Rys, Claire Shea, Stephanie Prichard-Slobotski, 
Lindsey Steele, Garrett Swanson, Teresa Wallace, & 
Lindsey Yank

LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies Minors: Myrianna Bakou, 
Emily Kahlandt, Cody Meyer, Tasha Saathoff, Eddie 
Watson, & Erin Wilford

Graduate Specializations: Amy Arellano, Miriam 
Navas Hernandez, Sarah Taylor, & Brandi Woodell

Student 
Achievements 

Juked, and Lake Effect, 
and in the anthology, 
Maple Leaf Rag VI.
Emily Kazyak’s (WGS/
Sociology) work on 
religious exemption laws 
was featured on NET 
Radio this summer, 
which you can find here: 
http://netnebraska.org/
article/news/1131881/
s u r v e y - n e b r a s k a n s -
skeptical-about-religious-
freedom-laws. She was 
awarded the 2018 Early 
Career Award from the  
American Sociological 
Association Section on 
Sexualities. 

Chelsea Richardson will 
be presenting a panel on 
the nature of race at the 
The Philosophy, Politics, 
and Economics Society, 
March 28–March 30, 2019 
in New Orleans. She will 
be asking “How Do We 
Know the Race of our An-
cestors?” Richards also 
received the Hinman Dis-
sertation Fellowship for 
Academic Year 2018-19. 

Margaret Jacobs has earned 
UNL’s first Carnegie Fellow-
ship for her work on indige-
nous children who were forced 
to attend the Indian Boarding 
Schools, which includes the

UNL’s First Carnegie 
Fellowship

Genoa Indian Boarding School here in Nebraska. 
The Carnegie Corporation of New York announced on  
April 25 that Jacobs, Chancellor’s Professor of History 
and director of Women’s and Gender Studies at Ne-
braska, was one of 31 scholars and writers selected for 
the prestigious honor. The award grants each recipient 
$200,000 over two years in which Jacobs will  be on 
sabbatical to research and write a book asking how the 
United States can confront and take responsibility for 
the human rights abuses against indigenous children, 
their families and nations that occurred when children 
were forced into Indian boarding schools in the late 
19th- and early 20th-centuries.
Jacobs started Native American research as a graduate 
student at the University of California, Davis. She devel-
oped an interest not only in women’s and Native Amer-
ican history but specifically “the ways in which white 
women became involved in carrying out a lot of policies 
toward American Indian children and families.” Jacobs 
research began this August and it will take her to South 
Africa, New Zealand, Canada, and Australia, which are 
all countries that are conducting historical reconcilia-
tion efforts. 
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