fall 2012
Undergraduate Courses

Cross-Cultural Mentoring I

ANTH/wmns 408 Sec. 001             
                                                     
                                    Credits: 3
Willis                                                                                                
                                        Class No. 4214
M 3:30 – 5:05 p.m., plus at least one hour per week

at North Star High School (to be arranged)

This course is a structured internship. You will be paired with a North Star High School student from an immigrant or refugee family as a mentor and will meet with your mentee at North Star at least once a week during school hours. We ask that you make a 2-semester commitment to this mentorship because of the needs of the students. During the fall semester, we will meet as a class once a week for an hour and a half. We will read and discuss several ethnographies of recent U.S. immigrant communities. As you begin your mentoring, you will also use our group meetings to report on how it’s going, and for us to brainstorm and share resources with each other. Mentees will need different things, so you might be called on to help with homework, help your student get a job, fill out financial aid forms or college applications, figure out how to keep a student motivated for schoolwork, as well as be a friend. During the second semester, you will get 3 credits by continuing your mentoring, meeting at least once a month as a group, and possibly doing additional reading and research on your mentee’s culture or on mentoring. 

Requirements: In the fall: read several ethnographies, meet weekly, write a weekly journal on your mentoring experience, research your mentee’s culture, and present a PowerPoint to the class. In the spring: meet at least once a month, write a weekly journal, write a final reflection on your mentoring experience. 

For those of you who want to put some of your WGS study into practice, this is an excellent opportunity! UNL students are paired with mentees of the same sex, and a gender lens is definitely useful in this work. In addition, you will be learning about another country and possibly a culture and religion within that country through research as well as interaction with your mentee (and through our readings first semester and the reports of your student colleagues). WGS students have participated in this internship for 2 years now and have found it a powerful learning experience. One mentor wrote:

“Looking back at my journals I have come to the conclusion that this has been my most challenging class but it has been the most rewarding I have had thus far in my academic career. There has been no other setting in my learning experience that has made me look this deep into the world around me and there has never been a class that has made me look inside myself and see my own flaws, strengths and privileges as this one has.” 

If you have questions or want more information, please email Professor Mary Willis, mwillis2@unl.edu
Women in Design
ARCH 481 Sec. 001                                                                                                                        Credits: 3

Kuska                                                          TR 12:30 – 1:45 p.m.                                     Class No. 30731
Aim:  This course will study historical and contemporary contributions by women to the design professions related to the built environment.  It will seek to examine the roles and values of women in design and their impact on the assumptions and issues currently held by the profession.  We will evaluate design work by and about women seen in their aesthetic and intellectual context, and identify a feminist perspective and how it affects the workplace.

Requirements: In-class participation, informal response journal, discussion, brochure, research project and presentation.

Tentative Reading List:  Berkeley and McQuaid, Architecture: A Place for Women; Hughes, ed., The Architect: Reconstructing Her Practice; selected readings from journals and books.

Gender and Communication
*COMM 380 Sec. 001                                                                                                                    Credits: 3

Woods                                                           T 3:30 – 6:10 p.m.                                        Class No. 29686 
*NOTE: For Women’s and Gender Studies credit, the student must complete a substitution form with the Women’s and Gender Studies Director. 

This course will be dedicated to exploring the ways that communication creates gender in various social institutions, including the family, education, work, religion, and media. Students in the class will work with critical, cultural, and intersectional approaches to the study of human communication to explore the problems of gender oppression and the possibilities of gender emancipation. We will examine the intersections of gender/sex, sexuality, race, ethnicity, national identity, and socioeconomic class and their rhetorical implications in historical and contemporary contexts. 

Course Readings: 

Palczewski, Catherine Helen and DeFrancisco, Victoria Pruin. Communicating Gender Diversity: A Critical Approach. Los Angeles: SAGE, 2007.

Article-length readings to be selected from academic journals such as Women’s Studies in Communication, Communication and Critical/Cultural Studies, Rhetoric & Public Affairs, Feminist Media Studies. 

Women, Crime and Justice
CRIM 339 Sec. 001 








         Credits: 3

Anderson                                                   TR 11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.                             Class No. 8885
NOTE: Women’s and Gender Studies majors and minors may take this course without the specified prerequisite. To obtain the class permission code, call the School of  Criminology and Criminal Justice at 402-472-3677 and specify you are a WGS major or minor.
In this course, we examine the various ways women interact with the criminal justice system. First, we examine the role of gender in society before moving on to women as offenders. One part of this section deals with women in prison and related societal issues. Additionally, we examine the issue of pregnancy and the role it plays in the criminalization of acts that women commit (such as drug use and abortion). Second, we examine the victimization experiences of women by focusing on the risk factors for victimization (individual and societal), outcomes as a result of victimization, and criminal
(cont. on next page)

(CRIM 339 cont.)

justice responses to women. Finally, we examine women as workers generally and also within the criminal justice system specifically. This final section focuses on the evolution of the various roles of women, as well as the challenges they face in traditionally male criminal justice jobs.

Sex Roles in Literature: Gay and Lesbian Literature
ENGL/WMNS 212 Sec. 001                                                                                                           Credits: 3

Staff                                                             T 6:00 - 8:45 p.m.                                             Class No. 4568
This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.

In this class, we’ll examine the role of the lesbian and gay writer, filmmaker, and artist in shaping literary and popular culture. We’ll study how these artists have influenced mainstream culture, how mainstream culture has appropriated gay and lesbian texts, aesthetics, and sensibilities, and how gay and lesbian writers have revised classic texts to reflect their own sensibilities and histories. 

Introduction to Women’s Literature
ENGL/WMNS 215                                                                                                                           Credits: 3

Staff Sec. 001                                             TR 9:30 – 10:45 a.m.                                        Class No. 4225
Contact the English Department for a course description.

Staff Sec. 002                                        TR 11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.                                 Class No. 4296
Contact the English Department for a course description.
Deb Sec. 003                                             TR 9:30 – 10:45 a.m.                                         Class No. 4711
This section will introduce students to important literary texts by women in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The course readings include mainstream British and American women’s writings, as well as ethnic literature from the US. One of the key themes through which this course will explore women’s literature is women’s expression.  How have British and American mainstream women writers portrayed women of the nineteenth and very early twentieth century? How do women in their novels express themselves about central issues in their lives, such as romantic love and marriage? As students move through the course, they will examine more diverse and inclusive literatures that are closer to our times. Students will explore how in later times ethnic literature, lesbian literature, and working class literature have approached the same themes, but through alternative understandings that have challenged prior expressions of women’s sense of self. How do we connect our explorations of these issues to our driving question: Why do we need to define a course introducing women writers exclusively? Our work will involve considerable time for discussing our readings using these approaches to women’s literature. This will enable students to develop critical thinking and reasoning along new ways of understanding women’s literature. Students will, in the process, formulate convincing and coherent arguments through informal and formal critical writing, oral presentations, and class participation as well as take home assignments. This course aims to lay the intellectual foundation for more specialized courses in women’s literature for students who will later pursue advanced courses in this terrain. At the same time it will offer a basic but comprehensive understanding of women’s literature. 
                                                                               (cont on next page)
Introduction to Women’s Literature
ENGL/WMNS 215X Sec. 900                                                                                                         Credits: 3
Burnett                                                             Online Class                                              Class No.  32171
This distance education section is an introduction to literature in English written by women and representing a cross-section of women’s experiences including ethnicity, sexuality, and socio-economic class. Students can expect to read texts from a variety of genres, which may include prose fiction, poetry, plays, essays, films, graphic novels, etc., and produce informal analyses and responses and 10 pages of formal writing about the course texts. Recommended for students who are interested in reading, thinking, and writing about women’s literature, and for those who find participation in face-to-face discussion settings challenging. 

English 215X is the online version of English 215, conducted primarily via Blackboard. English 215X shares the same philosophy, goals, and objectives as a traditional, face-to-face classroom setting. Students do an equivalent amount of reading and formal writing to what they would in a face-to-face section of the course. However, all other work, such as classroom discussion, must also occur as informal writing, which means that English 215X requires a substantial amount of writing. 

This course is NOT self-paced. English 215X is asynchronous, meaning students are not all required to be online at the same time on a given day. However, all students in English 215X progress through the course work at the same pace, engaging in critical reading, informal writing, and formal writing projects. Generally students in an English 215X can expect weekly or twice-weekly deadlines and weekly work outside of that (such as reading, online discussion, writing, etc.). 

Native American Women

ENGL/WMNS 245N Sec. 001                                                                                                        Credits: 3

Gannon                                                      TR 12:30 – 1:45 p.m.                                      Class No. 31965
This course is a survey of Native American literary women, a study and appreciation of their works from the turn of the twentieth century to the present day. Not only will the class consider a diversity of genres (including folklore, poetry, creative nonfiction, short stories, and the novel), but a variety of political stances will be examined—as Native women have written back against the "Master's house"—including Native traditionalism, feminism, and ecofeminism. Even more than male Native writers, these women have struggled with the question, how can one "imagine a new language when the language of the enemy" seems to have inevitably rendered the indigenous female culturally inarticulate? At last, I hope these works will demonstrate that such a "new language" is being powerfully articulated in contemporary Native American women literature(s). 


By passing this course, you will fulfill ACE Learning Outcome 5: "Use knowledge, historical perspectives, analysis, interpretation, critical evaluation, and the standards of evidence appropriate to the humanities to address problems and issues." . . . OR ACE Learning Outcome 9: "Exhibit global awareness or knowledge of human diversity through analysis of an issue." Your work will be evaluated by the instructor according to the specifications described in this syllabus. At the end of the term, you may be asked to provide samples of your work for ACE assessment as well. 


For undergraduates who are following the old (pre-ACE) bulletin: this course also fulfills a UNL Essential Studies (ES) course requirement within the comprehensive education program, for either the Humanities or the Ethnicity & Gender area.

Survey of Women’s Literature
ENGL/WMNS 315A Sec. 001                                                                                                         Credits: 3

Staff                                                   MWF 11:30 a.m. – 12:20 p.m.                                 Class No. 4894
Contact the English Department for a course description.

Women in Popular Culture
ENGL/WMNS 315B                                                                                                                         Credits: 3
Contact the English Department for a course description if none is listed underneath a section.

Staff Sec. 001                                         MWF 9:30 – 10:20 a.m.                                       Class No. 4541
Honey Sec. 002                                          TR 2:00 – 3:15 p.m.                                          Class No. 4349
This section focuses on popular materials that have special appeal for a female audience. We cover a variety of media: magazines, best-selling novels, film, television, music, and advertising. We will examine prominent images of and themes about women from varying economic groups, ethnicities, sexual orientations, and time periods in order to see what messages have been and are being sent out about women’s roles.

Teaching Method: Discussion and group work.

Requirements: Weekly response papers; midterm and final papers of 4-6 pages each; oral report on a topic of the student’s choice.

Reading List (tentative): A Harlequin romance; a women’s magazine; contemporary articles on women in popular culture from the New York Times; How Stella Got Her Groove Back by Terry McMillan; Where the Heart Is by Billie Letts; Reviving Ophelia by Mary Pipher; The Cult of Thinness by Sharlene Hesse-Biber; others to be determined.

ENGL/WMNS 315X Sec. 900                                                                                                         Credits: 3
Burnett                                                             Online Course                                           Class No. 32170
This distance education section focuses on representations of women in popular culture from a cross-section of women’s experiences including ethnicity, sexuality, and socio-economic class. Course texts may include a wide range of media, such as popular fiction, music, film, television, magazines, and advertising. Students can expect to produce informal analyses and responses and produce 15 pages of formal writing in response to course materials. Recommended for students who are interested in thinking critically about popular culture and gender, and for those who find participation in face-to-face discussion settings challenging. 

English 315X is the online version of English 315B, conducted primarily via Blackboard. English 315X shares the same philosophy, goals, and objectives as a traditional, face-to-face classroom setting. Students do an equivalent amount of reading and formal writing to what they would in a face-to-face section of the course. However, all other work, such as classroom discussion, must also occur as informal writing, which means that English 315X requires a substantial amount of writing. 

This course is NOT self-paced. English 315X is asynchronous, meaning students are not all required to be online at the same time on a given day. However, all students in English 315X progress through the course work at the same pace, engaging in critical reading, informal writing, and formal writing projects. Generally students in an English 315X can expect weekly or twice-weekly deadlines and weekly work outside of that (such as reading, online discussion, writing, etc.). 

Women of the Great Plains
GPSP/GEOG/WMNS 377 Sec. 700                                                                                               Credits: 3
Buller                                                               Online  Course                                              Class No. 4636
Who is a woman of the Great Plains?  Such a question frequently conjures up an image of a female with specific characteristics regarding her race, class, ethnicity, and religion as well as the place and time in which she lived.   But these perceptions are often inaccurate.  This new, interdisciplinary online course—framed by humanistic and post-colonial perspectives-- examines gender throughout time and space in the American and Canadian Great Plains.  Various disciplines—such as anthropology, communication, economics, geography, history, literature, and sociology–inform explorations of gender in relation to the community, environment, politics, popular culture, social justice, work, and violence.

The course will use personal narratives; print and digital copies of scholarly works, such as articles from Great Plains Quarterly and Plains Song Review; images from the Joslyn Art Museum website; digital projects from the Plains Humanities Alliance; and online resources from the Library of Congress and South Dakota State Historical Society Archives.

Instructor contact info: Rebecca A. Buller at rbuller2@unl.edu
Women in History
HIST/WMNS 225 Sec. 001                                                            
                                                 Credits: 3
Staff                                                             TR 12:30 – 1:45 p.m.
                          Class No. 4572
Survey of the role and status of women within Western society from ancient Greece and Rome to contemporary America, with the major focus upon 19th and 20th century developments. Primary emphasis on analysis of the evolution of the position of women in society within the context imposed by cultural milieu, level of technological development, political and economic structure, family structure, and social class.

Sexuality in 19th – 20th Century America
HIST/WMNS 402 Sec. 001                                                                                                             Credits: 3

Holz                                                          MWF 9:30 – 10:20 a.m.                                      Class No. 4316
This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.

In recent decades, the study of human sexuality has emerged as among the most vibrant areas of scholarly inquiry, one which cuts across academic disciplines. Yet, for as knowledgeable as we are indeed becoming in this important area of inquiry, many are still surprised to discover that sexuality itself has a history all its own, one which bears little resemblance to the nostalgic (“such things didn’t happen in my day”) reconstructions of the past. Consequently, one of the primary goals of this upper-division course is to assess sexuality’s larger historical sweep, one which is not simply a tale of the march forward of “progress” (from the dark days of repression to today’s supposed tolerance and sexual liberation) but rather something much more complex.

Sexuality’s larger historical eras therefore—including, though certainly not limited to, the Age of Victorianism, the New Morality, as well as the Sexual Revolutions of the 1960s—constitute the course’s larger narrative framework. However, three topics in particular will serve as the course’s driving focus: the history of birth control (contraception and abortion); the history of homosexuality and gay and 
lesbian identities, communities, and practices; and the intersections between sex, art, and the media.
(cont. on next page)
(HIST/WMNS 402 cont.)
Please be advised that the reading and writing for this class is heavy. Requirements for the course include: extensive reading of primary and secondary sources (including several full-length books), several papers (both formal and informal), quizzes, an in-class written exam, and active participation in classroom discussion. Graduate students will be expected to fulfill several additional requirements.

Psychology of Gender
PSYC/WMNS 421 Sec. 001                                                                                                            Credits: 3

Gervais                                                       TR 12:30 - 1:45 p.m.                                         Class No. 4215
This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.

Prerequisite: 12 credit hours in Psychology or permission from the instructor, Dr. Sarah Gervais, sgervais2@unl.edu

This course examines psychological research and theory related to gender, with a particular focus on the ways in which gender impacts people’s day-to-day lives. First, we will consider the origins of gender in factors such as biology, stereotypes, human development, and the media. Next, we will consider how gender influences ability and achievement, work, sexuality, and relationships. Finally, we will discuss the ways that gender relates to interpersonal violence and mental and physical health. Throughout the course, we will emphasize the importance of race and culture in understanding gender. 

Women in Contemporary Society
SOCI 200                                                                                                                                           Credits: 3

This course focuses on the maintenance and change of women’s roles in society through such institutions as the family, economy, education, politics and religion. Various theoretical explanations of women’s status are discussed. These perspectives are applied to an overview of research on women from diverse ethnic, racial and class backgrounds, older women, houseworkers, lesbians and women as victims and survivors of abuse.

Staff Sec. 001                                       TR 11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.                                  Class No. 4357
Deegan Sec. 101                                          T 6:30 – 9:20 p.m.                                          Class No. 4089
SOCI 200X Sec. 900 Staff                               Online Course                                              Class No. 4304
History of Costume
*TXCD 407 Sec. 001                                                                                                                        Credits: 3

Trout                                                      MF 11:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.                                 Class No. 6229
*NOTE: For Women’s and Gender Studies credit, the student must complete a substitution form with the Women’s and Gender Studies Director.


Theoretical approach to the history of dress from ancient times through the twentieth century; examining dress in the context of social, economic, and artistic development of Western culture.

Introduction to Women’s Studies
WMNS 101                                                                                                                                      Credits: 3

Sec. 001  Woods                                  TR 11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.                                  Class No. 4211
   
This section provides an introduction to key issues, questions, and tensions in Women's and Gender Studies. This section of WMNS 101 will focus on how human gender diversity is created, enabled, and disciplined. To ground our discussions of interdisciplinary readings, the course is organized around the theme of “bodies in controversy.” We will explore feminist theories in tandem with specific cases involving gender and medicine, transnational feminism, beauty ideals, and violence. How does gender intersect with sex, race, ethnicity, ability, class, and sexuality? How individuals and groups draw from and resist perceived gender-based differences in their everyday lives? Students will learn to read, discuss, and write about these questions through assignments such as film response papers, and gender intervention projects. 

Sec. 002  Gandara                                  MWF 9:30 – 10:20 a.m.                                      Class No. 4310
This section is an introduction to basic concepts of the study of women and gender in America. We will examine historical connections, contemporary topics and debates, as well as future issues and concerns. We will look at women of color as well as white women, working-class along with economically-privileged women, lesbian and heterosexual women, transgender and non-transgender women, older as well as young women, women with disabilities and temporarily able-bodied women.  We will be reading a variety of works by women authors; as we do so, we’ll be exploring the many experiences of being a woman, how societies attempt to socialize us into gender roles, the strategies women use to cope with demands for gender role conformity, and how women render their experience in memoir, fiction, poetry, and prose.  Our focus will be on the human experience in the literature we’re reading, on what it tells us about what it’s like to be the people whose lives we’re invited to imagine, enter, and share, and on what it tells us about the social construction of gender in today’s society. 
101X  Sec. 900 Leichner                                  Online  Class                                            Class No. 32121
This distance education section is an introduction to the study of women and gender in American society and transnational contexts. We will examine historical connections and major historical figures, contemporary topics and debates, and the future of Women’s and Gender Studies. Topics will include the social construction of gender and sexuality; masculinity; women and work, families, violence, and beauty; and representations of gender in popular culture. This online course shares the same philosophy, goals, and objectives as a traditional, face-to-face section of WMNS 101. However, given that most Women’s and Gender Studies courses at UNL rely heavily on discussion-based learning and opportunities for students to grapple with new and challenging ideas (rather than memorization), the online version of the course has a substantial written component, both in regular blog posts and through online discussion on a social networking website. In addition, students will demonstrate learning through midterm and final exams. 
Course Objectives:
Successful completion of WMNS 101X means you will: 

1. become familiar with the foundational texts, ideas, historical figures, theoretical debates, and general trajectory of women’s rights movements and feminism(s) in the United States from the 19th century to the present;

2.  synthesize material from diverse disciplines and experiences and apply a “gender lens” to reflect critically on women and gender;
                                                                  (cont. on next page)
                                                                                          (WMNS 101X cont.)
3.  analyze intersections of gender with other social identities such as race, religion, social class, ethnicity, nationality, age, physical ability, and sexual orientation;

4.  display awareness of global issues concerning women, gender, sexuality, and transnational feminisms;

5.  demonstrate active engagement with course texts and materials through formal writing and discussion.

Required Texts and Materials: 1.  Two or Three Things I Know for Sure by Dorothy Allison

2.  Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood by Marjane Satrapi

3.  Articles, web pages, and videos linked through or posted on Blackboard at my.unl.edu
4.  A computer with speakers/headphones, word processing software, hi-speed internet, and the most recent versions of Quicktime Video and Adobe Reader Software (both are free downloads). 

5.  A working knowledge of basic computer skills, including word processing, web navigation, email, and audio/video playback.

Instructor Contact:  Amber Harris Leichner (Lecturer, Department of English) aleichner2@unl.edu
Introduction to LGBT Studies
WMNS 201 Sec. 101                                                                                                                      Credits: 3

Burnett                                                TR 11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.                                    Class No. 4212
This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.
 
This interdisciplinary course provides an introduction to the study of one of the most exciting and important new fields of academic studies, as well as one of the most hot-button topics in 21st century American society: sexuality and sexual identity. During the semester, our class will explore a number of questions related to the study of sexuality. Each week we will focus our inquiry around one broad question, asking many more narrowly-focused, related questions along the way; for example: What are the relationships between biological sex, gender, and sexuality? Is sexual orientation something we’re born with or is it something we choose? Is (or why is) this distinction important? Have identities such as homosexuality and heterosexuality always existed? Is sexuality static or fluid? What are the differences between heterosexual, gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, and queer identities? What relationships exist between LGBTQ rights movements and other social reform movements of the 20th century? What roles do academia, politics, the law, religion, and popular culture play in our understanding of sexual identities, both our own sexual identity and others’ sexual identities? 
     
Because sexuality is a part of the human experience in all parts of the world and throughout all periods of history, the field of sexuality studies is quite large. As a result, we will not be able to address every possible topic in one semester, which necessitates a slightly more narrowed scope of inquiry. We will primarily focus on sexuality studies in a U.S. context as a means of beginning to explore this exciting field of study; however, we will also draw on some examples and research from transnational perspectives both because of the importance of cultural context in sexuality studies and because global contexts for understanding identities are important in an increasingly global world. Further, because WMNS 201 explores the field of sexuality studies from an interdisciplinary perspective, we will draw on research and perspectives from a wide range of academic disciplines, including history, sociology, biology, psychology, literature, law, and cultural studies, among others. In addition, we will also regularly consider how sexual identities are impacted by other means of social differentiation, including race/ethnicity, gender, socio-economic class, (dis)ability, religion, and geography. I am looking forward to our intellectual journey together this semester!
     Please contact the instructor for any questions or concerns: Dr. Tamy Burnett, tburnett2@unl.edu.
Activism and Feminist Communities
WMNS 210 Sec. 001                                                                                                                       Credits: 3

Bartlett  

                               TR 2:00 – 3:15 p.m.                                      Class No. 25647
Aim: This course will provide students an opportunity to connect course content to participating as a volunteer in the community or to the design of their own activist projects. Course readings will provide a feminist theoretical framework for examining the intersections of activism, feminism, and identity, while also exploring the values of listening, dialogue, and reciprocity. Under faculty guidance, students will engage in community-based projects such as volunteering for a community organization or designing a project to address a defined community need. Collaboration is welcome and encouraged. 

Requirements: WMNS 210 is a highly interactive class. Students will devote, at minimum, 20 hours to their community organization or projects. Weekly readings will be assigned and explored in class discussion as well as in individual journals. At the end of the semester, students will submit a project portfolio which includes reflective journaling on readings and their connections to students’ community projects, any artifacts collected, in-class writing, outside research which has helped shape thinking on their work in the community, and a final narrative which synthesizes and reflects on portfolio contents. Drawing on their portfolios, each student or group of students will make a brief presentation to the class.

     For further information, contact the instructor, Lesley Bartlett, lesley.bartlett@huskers.unl.edu.

Women, Gender and Science
WMNS/AGRI/NRES 385 Sec. 001                                                                                                 Credits: 3

Woudenberg                                               T 5:30 - 8:15 p.m.                                            Class No. 4573
      
This course will explore historical and contemporary perspectives about science through the lens of sex (male v female) and gender (men v women).  It will highlight specific accomplishments of women in science and describe potential barriers women may encounter as they pursue a career in science.  The course offers an opportunity to explore a much broader view of science than classically presented.  The format will be multi-media lectures/videos, in-class discussion, a group interview project, a short research paper, and student presentations.

     
 Topics include theories on biological determinism, gender and scientific subjectivity and biases, race and cultural considerations, language and gender norms, and stereotypes and the role of society/media in perpetuating those stereotypes.  Current statistics and literature will be analyzed about women in various science disciplines and gender-related trends in math and science education.  Strategies for the inclusion of diverse participants in the process of science will be emphasized.

     
Please contact the instructor for any questions or concerns: Dr. Donna Woudenberg, (402) 472-8287, dwoudenberg2@unl.edu









Independent Study
WMNS 399 Sec. 001                                                                                                                 Credits: 1 - 6

Kalisa                                                                    Arranged                                     *Class No. Suppressed

*PERMISSI0N OF THE WOMEN’S STUDIES PROGRAM DIRECTOR, CHANTAL KALISA, 402-472-9300, mkalisa2@unl.edu, OR ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, ROSE HOLZ, rholz2@unl.edu, 472-9380, IS REQUIRED IN ORDER TO REGISTER FOR THIS COURSE.
Honors Course
WMNS399H                                                                                                                                Credits: 1- 6

Kalisa                                                                    Arranged                                     *Class No. Suppressed

*Open to candidates for degrees with distinction, high distinction or highest distinction in the College of Arts and Sciences; junior standing or above, with the consent of the instructor.
This course allows WGS majors and minors and LGBTQ Sexuality Studies minors to get credit for their work on an honor’s thesis. For more information, contact the WGS Program Director, Chantal Kalisa, mkalisa2@@unl.edu.
Feminist Theories, Feminists’ Perspectives
WMNS 485 Sec. 001                                                                                                                      Credits: 3

Holz                                                               W 2:30 – 4:50 p.m.                           *Class No. Suppressed

*PERMISSION OF WOMEN’S AND GENDER STUDIES PROGRAM ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, ROSE HOLZ, rholz2@unl.edu, 472-9380, IS REQUIRED IN ORDER TO REGISTER FOR THIS COURSE.
Essential to any discipline is the theoretical framework upon which it is based. Essential also are the people who help create these ideas and put them into practice. As such, this course has two main objectives. First, we will begin the difficult (if not also life-long) task of acquainting ourselves with the massive body of scholarship upon which Women’s and Gender Studies rests: feminist and gender theory. Reading, writing, and discussion of a wide range of theoretical texts will therefore constitute an important part of what we do. But we will also spend time acquainting ourselves with the many people (faculty, grad students, and undergraduates) associated with this uniquely inter-disciplinary program, known to us as Women’s and Gender Studies.

For these reasons, although I will be leading the class more generally throughout the semester, the class will be broken down into three different sections (with the last 2 perhaps overlapping one another). The first third of the course will be led by myself, in which I will lead discussions on critical feminist theory texts as a way to introduce students to key ideas and debates, thereby laying a foundation upon which to build. The second part of the class will feature a Women’s and Gender Studies faculty member who will lead discussion on a feminist/gender theory text that profoundly influenced her/his own personal development: as an individual, citizen, and scholar. Among other things, this will make evident the ways in which theory influences practice -- in terms of what we choose to study, the questions we then ask, and how in turn we carry our research out. The last third will be devoted to student choice readings, where students get to pick a piece important to them and lead discussion on it. Through the course of the semester, therefore, we will read and write about a broad range of theoretical texts and struggle with them together; we will come to know each other on a personal and professional basis, forging important bridges upon which a scholarly community must be based; and we will get to see first-hand the ways in which knowledge is created and then applied, with the hopes of building a framework of our own, one which is informed by our many interdisciplinary perspectives.

Please be advised that the reading and writing load in this course is heavy. The call number is also suppressed. Should you wish to enroll, please contact me (Rose Holz) at 402.472.9380 or rholz2@unl.edu.

Internship in Women’s and Gender Studies
WMNS 497 Sec. 001                                                                                                                   Credits: 1-6

WGS Director                                                    Arranged                                         Class No. Suppressed

This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.
*PERMISSI0N OF THE WOMEN’S STUDIES PROGRAM DIRECTOR, CHANTAL KALISA, 402-472-9300, mkalisa2@unl.edu, OR ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, ROSE HOLZ, rholz2@unl.edu, 472-9380, IS REQUIRED IN ORDER TO REGISTER FOR THIS COURSE.
Students may gain practical knowledge in applying concepts learned in WGS classes in a service-learning opportunity with such organizations as Voices of Hope, Friendship Home, the YWCA, Planned Parenthood, and the ACLU. The internship will engage students with particular issues including workplace discrimination against women, prejudice faced by lesbian and gay couples, violence against women, and women’s reproductive health. Together with an on-site internship supervisor and a WGS faculty member, students will design and sign a contract that defines the number of hours to be spent at the organization, types of work, assignments, and how the student will be evaluated and graded. For more information, contact the Women’s and Gender Studies Director or Associate Director.
SPECIAL TOPICS: Beauty, Feminism, and the Media: From Print to YouTube

WMNS 498 Sec. 001                                                                                                                       Credits: 3

Murray                                                     TR 12:30 - 1:45 p.m.                                          Class No. 32141
In this course, we will explore the powerful influence that media texts (advertisements, magazines, television, celebrity, music, new media, etc.) have on perceptions of our bodies and social roles. We will examine representations of beauty and feminism by analyzing the production and consumption of the aforementioned texts, paying particular attention to how dominant ideologies and alternative meanings are disseminated in popular culture. Our discussions will consider the importance of the politics of representation, particularly regarding how media messages that blend meanings of beauty and feminism influence notions of female citizenship, leadership, and activism. We will consider how cultural norms about gender engage issues such as voice and silence, subject and object, mind and body, social change and conformity, and representation and self-presentation. In considering these matters, we will examine how systems of representation are related to race, class, ethnicity, nationality, age, and sexuality. This course challenges students to critically reflect on issues of gender inequality, oppression, and power dynamics in U.S. society. By the end of the course, students will be able to examine media texts with a greater understanding of the construction and meanings of beauty and feminism and how these messages shape culture and the individuals in it.
Please contact the instructor for any questions or concerns: Dara Murray  darapm@rci.rutgers.edu
OTHER UNDERGRADUATE

COURSES OF INTEREST 

These courses may or may not count toward a Women’s and Gender Studies major or minor. Please consult a Women’s Studies advisor before registering.

Addiction and Violence in Families
CYAF 446 Sec. 001                                                                                                                         Credits: 3

Springer                                                        T 2:00 – 4:50 p.m.                                          Class No. 5644
Addictions across the life cycle. Theories; behavioral patterns; physiological and psychological impacts on individuals and the family; and implications for intervention.

Chicano/a Literature
ENGL/ETHN 245D Sec. 001                                                                                                           Credits: 3

Staff                                                           TR 12:30 – 1:45 p.m.
                                       Class No. 3327
This section counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor. To obtain credit, consult with an LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies advisor.

Aim: This course will provide an introduction to 20th century Chicana/o Literature and culture.

Contact the English Department for more information.
Ethnic Literature: US Latina & Chicana Literature & Theory
ENGL/ETHN 445 Sec. 001                                                                                                            Credits: 3

Montes                                                        M 6:30 – 9:10 p.m.
                                     Class No. 30413
This section counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor. To obtain credit, consult with an LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies advisor.

The Chicana and U.S. Latina Literature and Theory course is an in-depth investigation of creative writing within historical and contemporary U.S. American social constructions.  We will be reading novels, short stories, memoir, poetry by Chicana, Cuban American, Puerto Rican women writers. To accompany the creative pieces, we will also read theoretical and historical writings by Chela Sandoval, Edén Torres, Emma Pérez to further our discussions.  Film is also included.  Our writers will include:  María Amparo Ruiz de Burton, Joy Castro, Gloria Anzaldúa, Achy Obejas, Mayra Santos-Febres, Julia Alvarez, María Melendez, Helena María Viramontes. Writings will be discussed in relation to each author’s particular thematic/formal contribution to the development of cultural traditions as well as in relation to the artistic, ideological, and institutional affiliations that have made American Chicana and Latina literature possible. 

OTHER UNDERGRADUATE COURSES OF INTEREST cont. 

French Special Topics: Body Language (Taught in English)
FREN  398 Sec. 001                                                                                                                         Credits: 3
Peterson                                                        MWF 2:30 – 3:20 p.m.                                 Class No.32031
What kinds of knowledge and/or conflicts might arise from or be created by the body? This course will explore representations of the body in French literature from the sixteenth to the twentieth century. Each unit will focus on a different century, tracing the status of the body through various societal, political, and sexual configurations. You will learn, both in your writing and in class discussion, to make connections across disciplines and to analyze and question the boundaries between interior and exterior. Readings will be supplemented by illustrations, film clips and short creative writing assignments. In English. No knowledge of French required.
Please contact Professor Jordan Stump with questions at jstump2@unl.edu
Issues in French & Francophone Studies: Contemporary Women Writers (Taught in English)
FREN  498 Sec. 001                                                                                                                         Credits: 3
Kalisa                                                           TR 2:30 – 3:45 p.m.                                        Class No. 32038 
This course explores the complex relationship between gender, race and sexuality in the Francophone world through contemporary texts and films. This course will focus on women and storytelling: what are women’s interpretations of history of Africa and the Caribbean, are they storytelling tools specific to women? What is the convergence between thematics and esthetics, how do gender, race and sexuality intersect? The class format is discussion please read and be prepared to offer your own analysis. Writers to be explored include Maryse Condé, Edwidge Danticat, Gisele Pineau, Mariama Ba, Jan. J Dominique, Aminata Sow Fall and Calixthe Beyala. Taught in English.

Human Sexuality and Society
PSYC 471                                                                                                                                         Credits: 3
Crosslisted as EDPS 471 and SOCI 471

This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.

An interdisciplinary approach to the study of human sexuality in terms of the psychological, social, cultural, anthropological, legal, historical, and physical characteristics of individual sexuality and sex in society.

Sec. 001 Esseks                                        TR 12:30 – 1:45 p.m.                                         Class No. 4030
PSYC 471X Sec. 900 Esseks                          Online Class                                                   Class No. 5003
Marriage and Family
SOCI 225                                                                                                                                           Credits: 3


This course will provide an overview of the family from a sociological perspective. 

Staff Sec. 001                                  TR 11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.                                       Class No. 4096
Staff Sec. 101                                          W 6:30 – 9:20 p.m.                                              Class No. 4095
SOCI 225X Sec. 900                                    Online  Class                                                     Class No. 4308
Clothing and Human Behavior
TXCD 123X Sec. 900                                                                                                                       Credits: 3

Easley                                                              Online  Class                                                  Class No. 6397
Analysis of social, cultural, aesthetic, and economic influences on clothing and human behavior.
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