fall 2009

graduate Courses
ANTH/wmns 808 Sec. 001    Cross-Cultural Mentoring I                          Credits: 3

DiBernard and Willis                                                                             Call No. 8322
M 3:30 – 5:00 p.m., plus at least one hour per week
 at North Star High School (to be arranged)

This course is a structured internship.  You will be paired with a North Star High School student from an immigrant or refugee family as a mentor and will meet with your mentee at North Star at least once a week during school hours.  We ask that you make a 2-semester commitment to this mentorship because of the needs of the students.  During the fall semester, we will meet as a class once a week for an hour and a half.  We will read and discuss several ethnographies of recent U.S. immigrant communities.  As you begin your mentoring, you will also use our group meetings to report on how it’s going, and for us to brainstorm and share resources with each other.  Mentees will need different things, so you might be called on to help with homework, help your student get a job, fill out financial aid forms or college applications, figure out how to keep a student motivated for schoolwork, as well as be a friend.  During the second semester, you will get 3 credits by continuing your mentoring, meeting at least once a month as a group, and possibly doing additional reading and research on your mentee’s culture or on mentoring.  

REQUIREMENTS: In the fall: read several ethnographies, meet weekly, write a weekly journal on your mentoring experience, research your mentee’s culture, and present a PowerPoint to the class.  In the spring: meet at least once a month, write a weekly journal, write a final reflection on your mentoring experience.  

For those of you who want to put some of your WGS study into practice, this is an excellent opportunity! UNL students are paired with mentees of the same sex, and a gender lens is definitely useful in this work.  In addition, you will be learning about another country and possibly a culture and religion within that country through research as well as interaction with your mentee (and through our readings first semester and the reports of your student colleagues).  WGS students have participated in this internship for 2 years now and have found it a powerful learning experience.  One mentor wrote:

“Looking back at my journals I have come to the conclusion that this has been my most challenging class but it has been the most rewarding I have had thus far in my academic career.  There has been no other setting in my learning experience that has made me look this deep into the world around me and there has never been a class that has made me look inside myself and see my own flaws, strengths and privileges as this one has.”  

If you have questions or want more information, please call or email Barbara DiBernard at 472-1828 or bdibernard2@unl.edu.

ARCH 881 Sec. 001                
 Women in Design                                  Credits: 3

Kuska                                    TR 11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.                      Call No. 1777

Aim:  This course will study historical and contemporary contributions by women to the design professions related to the built environment.  It will seek to examine the roles and values of women in design and their impact on the assumptions and issues currently held by the profession.  We will evaluate design work by and about women seen in their aesthetic and intellectual context, and identify a feminist perspective and how it affects the workplace.

Requirements: In-class participation, informal response journal, discussion, brochure, research project and presentation.

Tentative Reading List:  Berkeley and McQuaid, Architecture: A Place for Women; Hughes, ed., The Architect: Reconstructing Her Practice; selected readings from journals and books.

Literary Movements:  British and U.S. Women Modernists
ENGL 810 Sec. 001                                                                                    Credits: 3
Castro                                        W 2:30 – 5:10 p.m.                             Call No. 9378
Contact the English Department for a description.

ENGL 813 Sec. 001     Film: Women Directors in Film History                  Credits: 3 
Foster                                        W 1:30 – 4:40 p.m.                             Call No. 3700
NOTE:  Special fee - $30.

Aim:  This course will focus on the history of women film directors from the birth of cinema in the 1890's to the present. Women made considerable contributions to the art of filmmaking, especially in the early days of film when there were many, many female directors.  The history of women in early cinema has been neglected until very recently. This is an exciting class in which we study the history of women as film directors and utilize feminist approaches to their work. We will study films from directors such as Alice Guy Blaché, Lois Weber, Maya Deren, Jane Campion, Sofia Coppola and many more. We look at an international spectrum of women filmmakers; therefore we discuss nationality, race, class, sexuality, and other identity markers.  This is a very exciting and unique class that covers both neglected and forgotten women in film history, as well as contemporary women directors.

Teaching Method:  Weekly in-class film screenings, brief lectures, group discussion. We write weekly papers of 3-5 pages in length and we have one final project — a final reflective journal.  We do a significant amount of reading about women in film history, analysis of films, biographical material, and interview with women directors. No prior knowledge of film or women's history is necessary. Developing analytical writing skills is very important.

Requirements:  Weekly papers of 3-5 pages, weekly reading assignments, active discussion.  Participation is key. Openness to different types of films, from early silent films to documentary and from arthouse films to mainstream cinema.  

Tentative Reading List:  Readings about women in film history as directors. Silent Feminists, Reel Women, and additional readings in the form of handouts or online readings include interviews, Biography, feminist theory, film analysis, etc.  

Shakespeare (Advanced): “Beyond the Bawdy: Sex, Gender, and Cross- ENGL830A Sec. 001         Dressing in the Works of the Bard”                 Credits: 3

Schleck                                  TR 11:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.                      Call No. 9303

AIM: This class will explore the transgressive sexual and gender identities featured in many of Shakespeare’s major works, focusing particularly on the two comedies Twelfth Night and As You Like It, the romance Cymbeline, and Shakespeare’s poem The Rape of Lucrece.  Drawing on a variety of scholarly articles and methodologies, we will consider the queering of traditional sex and gender roles in the early modern period, as well as their attempted recuperation into normative social structures at the end of plays.  We will discuss the topics of cross-dressing, both on the early modern stage and within the world of the plays, the Renaissance understanding of sexual anatomy, homosexual and homoerotic relationships in the period and other issues surrounding the enacting of sexual and gender roles in the early modern world and stage.  

TEACHING METHOD: A mix of lecture/ discussion, small group work, informal student presentations.

REQUIREMENTS: Extensive and careful reading of both primary and secondary literature, Blackboard posting, close reading exercises, and one major paper to be prepared in stages across the course of the semester.  This is an advanced class that assumes student familiarity with the practice of literary criticism and critical writing.  Students who lack experience with the study of literary works or the genre of literary critical writing should contact the professor to discuss the appropriateness of their enrollment.  

TENTATIVE READING LIST: The Rape of Lucrece, Twelfth Night, As You Like It, Cymbeline, a variety of scholarly articles associated with these pieces
Seminar Women Writers: American Women's Authorship 1673-1900

ENGL 914 Sec. 001                                                                                    Credits: 3

Homestead                                 M 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.

                   Call No. 9380

Aim: For the first three centuries of American history, domestic ideology (if not reality) proclaimed that woman's place was in the privacy of the home, away from the clamor of the public marketplace. What do we make of the fact, then, that the first "American" literary author to appear in print was Anne Bradstreet, a Puritan wife and mother in Massachusetts? Our seminar will investigate the cultural meanings of women's print authorship from Bradstreet through the late 19th century. Hop-scotching chronologically across more than two centuries, the course will consist of a series case studies in which we will read literary texts paired with a variety of secondary materials (theoretical and methodological essays in the history of the book, historical background readings about publishing, archival materials, etc.). As I hope will become clear through this survey, the publicity of print has never barred women authors from entering the literary market, but their experiences of print authorship and the market have been shaped by gender, as well as by race and class. Although we will focus on original publication contexts, we will also focus primarily on texts that have been recovered in modern teaching editions, making the course also function as a survey of American women’s literature from the beginning of the British colonial enterprise through 1900. 
Teaching Method: Mostly discussion, with some brief lectures.

Requirements: Some shorter forms of writing to be shared with the class and to form a basis of a presentation to the class (likely a book review and an annotated bibliography); a research-based seminar paper in keeping with the theme of the class (15 or more pages).

Tentative Reading List: I am open to suggestions, particularly for Early Republic and 19th-century. Likely authors and texts (in chronological order) include Anne Bradstreet’s poetry, Mary Rowland’s captivity narrative, Phyllis Wheatley’s poetry, Susanna Rowson’s novel Charlotte Temple, Margaret Fuller’s Woman in the Nineteenth Century, Susan Warner’s novel The Wide, Wide World, Harriet Wilson’s autobiographical novel Our Nig, Fanny Fern’s autobiographical novel Ruth Hall, several clusters of short stories, poems, and essays of 19th-century materials organized by publication venue (e.g., gift books, Godey’s Lady’s Book, The Atlantic Monthly, African-American women’s literary societies in the abolitionist press) 

Sexuality in 19th – 20th Century America
HIST/WMNS 802 Sec. 001                                                                         Credits: 3
Holz                                       MWF 10:30 – 11:20 a.m.                         Call No. 9356         

This upper-division course is intended to introduce students to some of the key themes in the history of sexuality in nineteenth and twentieth century America. Among the many topics we will explore include: Victorianism and “passionless-ness,” contraceptives and abortion, age-of-consent laws and inter-racial marriage, homosexuality and sexuality in film, music, and literature, to name just a few. Ultimately, my goal is to encourage a curiosity about the various ways people have viewed sexuality in the past in the hopes of provoking even more questions about what this might mean today. Requirements for the course include: extensive reading of primary and secondary sources (including several full-length books), several papers (both formal and informal), quizzes, in-class quick-writes, and active participation in classroom discussion. Graduate students will be expected to fulfill several additional requirements.

GRADUATE SEMINAR: COMPARATIVE HISTORY OF WOMEN AND GENDER

Women, Gender, and Empire

HIST/WMNS 951 Sec. 001                                                                         Credits: 3

Jacobs                                       W 2:30 – 4:20 p.m.                             Call No. 9484
This class will study the history of women, gender, and empire in comparative perspective.  Key issues will include imperial representations of indigenous women and gender in colonized areas, the role of western/white women in colonization, changes in indigenous gender systems with colonization, colonialism and the realm of "the intimate," colonization of "the body," controlling sexuality and reproduction, and the role of science and medicine in colonization and empire.  Given the professors area of expertise, the course will particularly compare the history of women and gender in the North American and Canadian Wests -- as key sites of settler colonialism -- with other colonial/imperial settings in the world, including Australia, Indonesia, Africa, and India.  No prior knowledge of any of these areas of the world is required. 

For more information on books and assignments, contact Dr. Jacobs at mjacobs3@unl.edu.

PSYC/WMNS 821 Sec. 001       Psychology of Gender                                Credits: 3

Crockett                                   TR 12:30 - 1:45 p.m.                             Call No. 8325
Prerequisite: 12 credit hours in Psychology or permission from the instructor, Dr. Lisa Crockett, ecrockett1@unlserve.unl.edu

This course examines psychological research and theory related to gender, with a particular focus on the ways in which gender impacts people’s day-to-day lives. First, we will consider the origins of gender in factors such as biology, stereotypes, human development, and the media.  Next, we will consider how gender influences ability and achievement, work, sexuality, and relationships. Finally, we will discuss the ways that gender relates to interpersonal violence and mental and physical health. Throughout the course, we will emphasize the importance of race and culture in understanding gender.  
PSYC 871 Sec. 001           Human Sexuality and Society                          Credits: 3   

Esseks                                     TR 12:30 – 1:45 p.m.                             Call No. 7203
This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.

An interdisciplinary approach to the study of human sexuality in terms of the psychological, social, cultural, anthropological, legal, historical, and physical characteristics of individual sexuality and sex in society.

PSYC 848 Sec. 001                   Intergroup Relations                               Credits: 3
Gervais                                 TR 11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.                      Call No. 7417

Requirements:  Psychology 350 or equivalent statistics and research methods course or permission from the instructor. 

Desciption:  Examines major problems, methods and findings in the study of intergroup relations. Includes research on power, stereotyping, prejudice, and discrimination, on the basis of race, gender, class, as well as, age and ability. 

SOCI 898 Sec. 001                      Family Diversity                                   Credits: 3

Staff                                     TR 11:00 a.m. -12:15 p.m.                        Call No. 7417
Please call the Sociology Department for a course description.
SOCI 907 Sec. 001                  Seminar: Sex & Gender                             Credits: 3
McQuillan                                   T 2:00 – 4:45 p.m.                              Call No. 8856
Prerequisite: Permission of Instructor, Julia McQuillan, jmcquillan2@unl.edu

402-472-6616

Description: This is an introduction to feminist scholarship on gender in the social sciences, with a particular emphasis on sociology.  The object of the course is to acquaint students with the strengths and weaknesses of current research on gender and to develop the ability to contribute to analyzing and changing gender relations. In addition, we will explore how recent feminist approaches to studying gender both challenge and reinvigorate specifically sociological approaches. This course will specifically focus on intersectional approaches to gender (how gender intersects with race, class and sexuality), and on insights regarding gender theory and research gained by investigating research and theory on gender from perspectives around the globe. 

TXCD 807 Sec. 001                   History of Costume                                  Credits: 3

Trout                                   MF 11:00 a.m. - 12:20 p.m.                        Call No. 8164
Theoretical approach to the history of dress from ancient times through the twentieth century; examining dress in the context of social, economic, and artistic development of Western culture.

Socio-psychological Aspects of Clothing
TXCD 810/WMNS 810A Sec. 001                                                                 Credits: 3

McLeod                                      T 6:00 – 8:50 p.m.                              Call No. 8324
This course examines theories and research findings pertaining to the social and psychological aspects of clothing and appearance and their relationship to self-interpersonal behavior and collective behavior.

Teaching Method:  Small group and full class discussions 

Requirements:  Weekly reflection papers, short essays, research project, attendance, and active participation

Tentative Reading List:  Course packet of readings compiled by instructor
Feminist Theories, Feminists’ Perspectives
WMNS 885 Sec. 001                                                                                  Credits: 3

Holz                                           W 2:30 – 4:50 p.m.                  *Call No. Suppressed

*PERMISSION OF WOMEN’S AND GENDER STUDIES PROGRAM ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, ROSE HOLZ, rholz2@unl.edu, 472-9380 IS REQUIRED IN ORDER TO REGISTER FOR THIS COURSE
Essential to any discipline is the theoretical framework upon which it is based. Essential also are the people who have helped create these ideas and put them into practice. For these reasons the class will work in this way: Although I will be leading the course more generally, each week will feature a Women’s and Gender Studies faculty member who will lead discussion on a feminist/gender theory texts which profoundly influenced her/his own personal development: as an individual, citizen, and scholar. What such a framework allows are several important things. In part it introduces students to some important texts. But it especially drives home the ways in which theory does indeed influence practice: in terms of what we choose to study; the questions we then ask; and how in turn we carry our research out. In other words, in this class we will read a broad range of theoretical texts and struggle with them together. We will come to know each other on a personal and a professional basis, forging important bridges upon which such a scholarly community must be based. And we will get to see first-hand the ways in which knowledge is created and then applied, with the hopes of building a framework of our own, one which is informed by our many interdisciplinary perspectives.

Please be advised that the reading and writing load in this course is heavy. 
Internship in Women’s and Gender Studies
WMNS 897 Sec. 001                                                                               Credits: 1-6

Jacobs                                             Arranged                             Call No. Suppressed

Students may gain practical knowledge in applying concepts learned in WGS classes in a service-learning opportunity with such organizations as Voices of Hope, Friendship Home, the YWCA, Planned Parenthood, and the ACLU.  The internship will engage students with particular issues including workplace discrimination against women, prejudice faced by lesbian and gay couples, violence against women, and women’s reproductive health.  Together with an on-site internship supervisor and a WGS faculty member, students will design and sign a contract that defines the number of hours to be spent at the organization, types of work, assignments, and how the student will be evaluated and graded.  For more information, contact the Women’s and Gender Studies office at 472-9392, or Margaret Jacobs at mjacobs3@unl.edu
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