fall 2012
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Cross-Cultural Mentoring I

ANTH/wmns 808 Sec. 001                                                                                                           Credits: 3

Willis                                                                                                                                        Class No. 4218
M 3:30 – 5:05 p.m., plus at least one hour per week

 at North Star High School (to be arranged)

This course is a structured internship. You will be paired with a North Star High School student from an immigrant or refugee family as a mentor and will meet with your mentee at North Star at least once a week during school hours. We ask that you make a 2-semester commitment to this mentorship because of the needs of the students. During the fall semester, we will meet as a class once a week for an hour and a half. We will read and discuss several ethnographies of recent U.S. immigrant communities. As you begin your mentoring, you will also use our group meetings to report on how it’s going, and for us to brainstorm and share resources with each other. Mentees will need different things, so you might be called on to help with homework, help your student get a job, fill out financial aid forms or college applications, figure out how to keep a student motivated for schoolwork, as well as be a friend. During the second semester, you will get 3 credits by continuing your mentoring, meeting at least once a month as a group, and possibly doing additional reading and research on your mentee’s culture or on mentoring. 

Requirements: In the fall: read several ethnographies, meet weekly, write a weekly journal on your mentoring experience, research your mentee’s culture, and present a PowerPoint to the class. In the spring: meet at least once a month, write a weekly journal, write a final reflection on your mentoring experience. 

For those of you who want to put some of your WGS study into practice, this is an excellent opportunity! UNL students are paired with mentees of the same sex, and a gender lens is definitely useful in this work. In addition, you will be learning about another country and possibly a culture and religion within that country through research as well as interaction with your mentee (and through our readings first semester and the reports of your student colleagues). WGS students have participated in this internship for 2 years now and have found it a powerful learning experience. One mentor wrote:

“Looking back at my journals I have come to the conclusion that this has been my most challenging class but it has been the most rewarding I have had thus far in my academic career. There has been no other setting in my learning experience that has made me look this deep into the world around me and there has never been a class that has made me look inside myself and see my own flaws, strengths and privileges as this one has.” 

If you have questions or want more information, please email Professor Mary Willis, mwillis2@unl.edu
Women in Design
ARCH 881 Sec. 001                                                                                                                        Credits: 3

Kuska                                                          TR 12:30 – 1:45 p.m.                                     Class No. 30733
Aim:  This course will study historical and contemporary contributions by women to the design professions related to the built environment.  It will seek to examine the roles and values of women in design and their impact on the assumptions and issues currently held by the profession.  We will evaluate design work by and about women seen in their aesthetic and intellectual context, and identify a feminist perspective and how it affects the workplace.

Requirements: In-class participation, informal response journal, discussion, brochure, research project and presentation.

Tentative Reading List:  Berkeley and McQuaid, Architecture: A Place for Women; Hughes, ed., The Architect: Reconstructing Her Practice; selected readings from journals and books.

CYAF 846 Sec. 001                       Addiction and Violence in Families                                    Credits: 3

Springer                                                        T 2:00 – 4:50 p.m.                                          Class No. 5650
Addictions across the life cycle. Theories; behavioral patterns; physiological and psychological impacts on individuals and the family; and implications for intervention.

Ethnic Literature: US Latina & Chicana Literature & Theory

ENGL/ETHN 845 Sec. 001                                                                                                            Credits: 3

Montes                                                        M 6:30 – 9:10 p.m.
                                     Class No. 32152
The Chicana and U.S. Latina Literature and Theory course is an in-depth investigation of creative writing within historical and contemporary U.S. American social constructions.  We will be reading novels, short stories, memoir, poetry by Chicana, Cuban American, Puerto Rican women writers. To accompany the creative pieces, we will also read theoretical and historical writings by Chela Sandoval, Edén Torres, Emma Pérez to further our discussions.  Film is also included.  Our writers will include:  María Amparo Ruiz de Burton, Joy Castro, Gloria Anzaldúa, Achy Obejas, Mayra Santos-Febres, Julia Alvarez, María Melendez, Helena María Viramontes. Writings will be discussed in relation to each author’s particular thematic/formal contribution to the development of cultural traditions as well as in relation to the artistic, ideological, and institutional affiliations that have made American Chicana and Latina literature possible. 

Issues in French & Francophone Studies: Contemporary Women Writers (Taught in English)
FREN  898 Sec. 001                                                                                                                         Credits: 3

Kalisa                                                           TR 2:30 – 3:45 p.m.                                        Class No. 32062
This course explores the complex relationship between gender, race and sexuality in the Francophone world through contemporary texts and films. This course will focus on women and storytelling: what are women’s interpretations of history of Africa and the Caribbean, are they storytelling tools specific to women? What is the convergence between thematics and esthetics, how do gender, race and sexuality intersect? The class format is discussion please read and be prepared to offer your own analysis. Writers to be explored include Maryse Condé, Edwidge Danticat, Gisele Pineau, Mariama Ba, Jan. J Dominique, Aminata Sow Fall and Calixthe Beyala. Taught in English.

Sexuality in 19th – 20th Century America
HIST/WMNS 802 Sec. 001                                                                                                             Credits: 3

Holz                                                          MWF 9:30 – 10:20 a.m.                                      Class No. 4343
In recent decades, the study of human sexuality has emerged as among the most vibrant areas of scholarly inquiry, one which cuts across academic disciplines. Yet, for as knowledgeable as we are indeed becoming in this important area of inquiry, many are still surprised to discover that sexuality itself has a history all its own, one which bears little resemblance to the nostalgic (“such things didn’t happen in my day”) reconstructions of the past. Consequently, one of the primary goals of this upper-division course is to assess sexuality’s larger historical sweep, one which is not simply a tale of the march forward of “progress” (from the dark days of repression to today’s supposed tolerance and sexual liberation) but rather something much more complex.

Sexuality’s larger historical eras therefore—including, though certainly not limited to, the Age of Victorianism, the New Morality, as well as the Sexual Revolutions of the 1960s—constitute the course’s larger narrative framework. However, three topics in particular will serve as the course’s driving focus: the history of birth control (contraception and abortion); the history of homosexuality and gay and lesbian identities, communities, and practices; and the intersections between sex, art, and the media.

Please be advised that the reading and writing for this class is heavy. Requirements for the course include: extensive reading of primary and secondary sources (including several full-length books), several papers (both formal and informal), quizzes, an in-class written exam, and active participation in classroom discussion. Graduate students will be expected to fulfill several additional requirements.

Queens at the Renaissance Courts

HIST 932 Sec. 001                                                                                                                           Credits: 3

Levin                                                         M 12:30 – 2:20 p.m.                                         Class No. 29470
The question of whether a woman could rule became heightened in early modern England and Europe. Henry VIII broke with the Catholic Church and turned his world upside down because he did not believe in female monarchy. Yet not only did his two daughters go on to rule in their own right, but his tumultuous marital history brought six queens to the English stage. His two sisters became queen consorts. In Scotland Mary of Guise ruled for many years as regent for her daughter Mary Stuart who was briefly queen of France as well as Scotland and aspired to be queen of England. Catherine de Medici 
(cont. on next page)

(HIST 932 cont.)
was the powerful queen mother of three French kings.  This course focuses on queens, consort, regent, and ruling in their own right, especially in the English Tudor courts. In this research seminar we will read a wide range of primary sources on the question of female rule and on specific queens as well as modern critical and theoretical texts. Each student will do a short paper on a specific woman at court as well as a major research paper.

Psychology of Gender
PSYC/WMNS 821 Sec. 001                                                                                                           Credits: 3

Gervais                                                       TR 12:30 - 1:45 p.m.                                         Class No. 4219
Prerequisite: 12 credit hours in Psychology or permission from the instructor, Dr. Sarah Gervais, sgervais2@unl.edu

This course examines psychological research and theory related to gender, with a particular focus on the ways in which gender impacts people’s day-to-day lives. First, we will consider the origins of gender in factors such as biology, stereotypes, human development, and the media. Next, we will consider how gender influences ability and achievement, work, sexuality, and relationships. Finally, we will discuss the ways that gender relates to interpersonal violence and mental and physical health. Throughout the course, we will emphasize the importance of race and culture in understanding gender. 

Human Sexuality and Society
PSYC 871                                                                                                                                          Credits: 3
 Crosslisted with EDPS and SOCI
An interdisciplinary approach to the study of human sexuality in terms of the psychological, social, cultural, anthropological, legal, historical, and physical characteristics of individual sexuality and sex in society.

Sec. 001 Esseks                                           TR 12:30 – 1:45 p.m.                                      Class No. 4040
Sec. 700 Esseks                                                 Online Class                                                Class No. 5004
Seminar in Literacy Studies: Language, Culture and Education
TEAC 921D Sec. 001                                                                                                                       Credits: 3
Sarroub                                                                    TBA                                                      Class No. 29554
Contact the instructor for a course description lsarroub2@unl.edu
Curriculum As Aesthetic Text

TEAC 944 A Sec. 101                                                                                                                      Credits: 3
Latta                                                              R 6:00 – 8:50 p.m.                                        Class No. 25725
Overview: Within the creating process lives a worthwhile direction, a medium, for learning and teaching that asks teachers and students to participate through adapting, changing, building and creating meaning.  This is the nature of curriculum as aesthetic text.  Curriculum is seen as genuine inquiry into what is worth knowing, rather than simply a curricular document.  But, what does this mean for learners and teachers?  This question will be pursued from many perspectives, across disciplines, and grade levels.  This course is intended to provide a space for all educators wishing to pursue aesthetic considerations seriously in their teaching/learning practices such as experimentation, observation, intuitive responses, and mistakes as a route to learning, and non-linear ways of working.  We will explore the necessary conditions to foster and sustain curriculum as aesthetic text, along with beliefs, practices, and traditions surrounding the nature of the aesthetic.  The primary texts are two mid-later works of the philosopher and educator, John Dewey, alongside the texts of contemporary thinkers reinterpreting the perspective of John Dewey.

Format: This course will function as a seminar with two principle aims: 

· To become more familiar with the beliefs, practices, and traditions of aesthetic education.

· To begin to understand what these findings suggest regarding the nature of curriculum, attending to differences, and the role of learners and teachers.

Required texts: Experience and Education, John Dewey; Art As Experience, John Dewey
Instructor:  Margaret Macintyre Latta        Phone: 472-9958        Email: mlatta2@unl.edu
History of Costume
TXCD 807 Sec. 001                                                                                                                          Credits: 3

Trout                                                     MF 11:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.                                   Class No. 6236 


Theoretical approach to the history of dress from ancient times through the twentieth century; examining dress in the context of social, economic, and artistic development of Western culture.

History of Quilts
TXCD 818 Sec. 001                                                                                                                          Credits: 3

Crews                                                                 Online Class                                              Class No. 29667
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This distance education course is designed as a survey course on the history of quiltmaking in the United States and Western Europe.  The course units focus on the influence of social, political, artistic and technological developments on quiltmaking, a distinctive artistic tradition practiced primarily by women. It is also designed to provide students with a basic background in the study of quilts as objects and the study of quilts as a growing academic field.

CLASS FORMAT: This distance education course is delivered by a combination of methods.  For each topic, there are assigned readings available in the “Course Content” Section for the History of Quilt class on Blackboard.  The readings and any related weekly assignment explanations are included in a folder each week labeled “Week #--Topic Name.”  Additionally, for most topics, there are lectures listed on this syllabus that are available on the accompanying CDs or via the International Quilt Study Center & Museum’s website as podcasts.  There will be weekly assignments that may include some small group discussion and small written and/or visual projects.  There is also a group project that spans the course of the whole semester as well as three additional individual written assignments.  Participation in the group discussions and group assignments via thoughtful and insightful contributions are an integral component of the course.  All discussions and the group project will be conducted via Blackboard’s “Discussions” and wiki tools.

OBJECTIVES: Upon completion of this course, you will:

Be familiar with the background of the study of quilts over the course of the 20th century.

Be able to describe how American and European quilts reflect social, political, artistic and technological developments in the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries.

Be better able to recognize and estimate the probable date of manufacture of antique and contemporary American and British quilts.

Be able to define and use appropriate terminology to describe styles and patterns found in quilts.

Be familiar with the names of influential scholars contributing to the body of knowledge about the history of quilts and related textiles.

Be able to identify areas of quilt studies that warrant further investigation.

TEXTS: 
Crews, Patricia. Selected Readings in Quilt History. Available through “Course Content” on Blackboard.

Hanson, Marin and Patricia Crews, eds. American Quilts in the Modern Age, 1870-1940 (Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press, 2009).

Shaw, Robert. American Quilts: The Democratic Art, 1780-2007 (New York: Sterling Publishing, 2009).

Instructor: Dr. Patricia Crews, Professor and Director, International Quilt Study Center

Office Phone:  402-472-6342 E-mail:  pcrews1@unl.edu
Design Perspectives and Issues: From Quilts to Smart Textiles: Evolution in DIY
TXCD 873 Sec. 001                                                                                                                          Credits: 3

Weiss                                                                        TBA                                                      Class No. 29665

Contact wweiss@unl.edu for the first meeting time and location

The theme of this seminar will be the evolution of the Do It Yourself movement as it pertains to textiles. Students will explore antecedents to DIY culture through examination of historical and contemporary texts, including how to instructional magazines, the Back to the Land Movement and the Whole Earth Catalog. We will attempt to untangle the influence of gender in the development of the 20th Century’s movement that linked technology and non-hierarchical politics. Combining research with hands-on process, we will work from Syuzi Pakhchyan’s book Fashioning Technology: A DIY Intro to Smart Crafting to experiment with creating smart textiles and visit the collections of the International Quilt Study Center and Museum. The two exhibitions that will be in the IQSC&M galleries will provide both an historical perspective with the show titled Indigo Gives America the Blues that examines changes in technology as well as the history of trade with India specifically and Asia in general and the contemporary show Studio Art Quilt Associate’s 20th Showcase, which will feature artists whose work reflects populist roots. We will engage in making new artifacts based on historic and new technology research. The course culminates with an exhibition in the Robert Hillestad Textiles Gallery in December 2012 drawing from work in the permanent collections housed in the Department of Textiles, Clothing and Design and the ISQC&M as well as original production from members of the seminar.

Feminist Theories, Feminists’ Perspectives
WMNS 885 Sec. 001                                                                                                                       Credits: 3

Holz                                                               W 2:30 – 4:50 p.m.                           *Class No. Suppressed

*PERMISSION OF WOMEN’S AND GENDER STUDIES PROGRAM ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, ROSE HOLZ, rholz2@unl.edu, 472-9380 IS REQUIRED IN ORDER TO REGISTER FOR THIS COURSE

Essential to any discipline is the theoretical framework upon which it is based. Essential also are the people who help create these ideas and put them into practice. As such, this course has two main objectives. First, we will begin the difficult (if not also life-long) task of acquainting ourselves with the massive body of scholarship upon which Women’s and Gender Studies rests: feminist and gender theory. Reading, writing, and discussion of a wide range of theoretical texts will therefore constitute an important part of what we do. But we will also spend time acquainting ourselves with the many people (faculty, grad students, and undergraduates) associated with this uniquely inter-disciplinary program, known to us as Women’s and Gender Studies.

For these reasons, although I will be leading the class more generally throughout the semester, the class will be broken down into three different sections (with the last 2 perhaps overlapping one another). The first third of the course will be led by me, in which I will lead discussions on critical feminist theory texts as a way to introduce students to key ideas and debates, thereby laying a foundation upon which to build. The second part of the class will feature Women’s and Gender Studies faculty members who will lead discussion on a feminist/gender theory text that profoundly influenced her/his own personal development: as an individual, citizen, and scholar. Among other things, this will make evident the ways in which theory influences practice -- in terms of what we choose to study, the questions we then ask, and how in turn we carry our research out. The last third will be devoted to student choice readings, where students get to pick a piece important to them and lead discussion on it. Through the course of the semester, therefore, we will read and write about a broad range of theoretical texts and struggle with them together; We will come to know each other on a personal and professional basis, forging important bridges upon which a scholarly community must be based; And we will get to see first-hand the ways in which knowledge is created and then applied, with the hopes of building a framework of our own, one which is informed by our many interdisciplinary perspectives.

Please be advised that the reading and writing load in this course is heavy. The call number is also suppressed. Should you wish to enroll, please contact me (Rose Holz) at 402.472.9380 or rholz2@unl.edu.

Special Topics: Transnational Feminism, Islamophobia, and Queering the War on Terror
WMNS 891 Sec. 001                                                                                                                      Credits: 3
Deb                                                               T 2:00 – 4:50 p.m.                                         Class No. 30403
Framed within the context of the US War on Terror and its cross-border alliances with other securitized regimes, this course will focus on helping graduate students to uncover how transnational feminist and queer inquiries decolonize and dislodge our racial, ethnic, and gendered understandings about the War on Terror held in place by nationalism and Islamophobia. How does cross-border feminist solidarity politics confront ideologies that leads to escalating militarization of the planet where some lives are more dispensable than others? What are the transgressive possibilities of such border-crossing feminism in forging a much needed and long overdue dialogue, bringing together women at the connected centers of imperial power and women in militarized zones of occupation to engender more empowered feminist futures in the 21st century? What kind of frames of mutual recognition as well as confrontation does transnational feminism and queer politics offer in such encounters? 

Independent Study
WMNS 896 Sec. 001                                                                                                                Credits: 1 - 6

Kalisa                                                                    Arranged                                      Class No. Suppressed

*PERMISSI0N OF THE WOMEN’S STUDIES PROGRAM DIRECTOR, CHANTAL KALISA, 402-472-9300, mkalisa2@unl.edu IS REQUIRED IN ORDER TO REGISTER FOR THIS COURSE.
Internship in Women’s and Gender Studies
WMNS 897 Sec. 001                                                                                                                   Credits: 1-6

Kalisa                                                                     Arranged                                      Class No. Suppressed

Students may gain practical knowledge in applying concepts learned in WGS classes in a service-learning opportunity with such organizations as Voices of Hope, Friendship Home, the YWCA, Planned Parenthood, and the ACLU. The internship will engage students with particular issues including workplace discrimination against women, prejudice faced by lesbian and gay couples, violence against women, and women’s reproductive health. Together with an on-site internship supervisor and a WGS faculty member, students will design and sign a contract that defines the number of hours to be spent at the organization, types of work, assignments, and how the student will be evaluated and graded. For more information, contact the Women’s and Gender Studies office at 472-9392, or Chantal Kalisa at mkalisa2@unl.edu
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