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Program Schedule

Friday, March 30

8:30-9:15 – Registration

9:30–10:30 
Session 1: Research and Activism in the Community Roundtable Discussion (Regency A)
Whitney Douglas (Moderator; Professor of Women’s and Gender Studies, UNL)

Morgan Beal (UNL)

Chelsea Hammond (UNL)

Christine Jones (UNL)
Dené Oglesby (UNL)

Lisa Lux (UNL)

Session 2: Gays and Lesbians In the Word, Behind the Word: Literary Perspectives (Regency B)
Sarah Breems (Buena Vista University) – “Heteronormativity, Heterosexism and the Portrayal of Gay Males in Chick-lit”

Amber Harris Leichner (UNL) – “‘Prove it on Me’: Lesbians and the Harlem Renaissance”

Azure Wall (UNL) – “WhodunWHAT?: An Examination of Gender Performance and Same-Sex Affection in the Trixie Belden Mysteries”

10:45–11:45

Session 3: Women’s Bodies and Sites of Power (Regency A)
Kittie Grace (Hastings College) – “I’m Not Alone: Empowering Female Health Education”

Eszter Zimanyi (Nebraska Wesleyan) – “Lasting/Fasting: Janice Galloway’s The Trick Is to Keep Breathing”

Rachael M. Broadwell (UNK) – “Does This Model Make Me Look Fat?: How the ‘Ideal Body’ Prevents Women from Realizing their Power”                                

Session 4: Linguistic Activism: Examining Sexual Euphemisms, Poetic Space, and Gender Violence (Regency B)
Katie Bass (UNL) – “Let’s Talk About Sex: Sexual Euphemisms and Rape Culture”

Christine Stewart-Nuñez (UNL) – “Dangerous Moves: Resisting Violence through Activist Poetry”

Laura Madeline Wiseman (UNL) – “The Juarez Murders: Future Activism for Present Gendered Violence”

Session 5: Resisting Hegemony in African Literature and Film (Regency C)
Ryan Fette (UNL) – “Relations Between Gender and Colonialism in Ousmane Sembene’s La Noir De…”                                                           
Carrie Walker (UNL) – “Getting to the Root of the Breach”: Reconciliation in Sindiwe Magona’s Mother to Mother”

12:00–1:00 Welcome Lunch (Heritage Room)
1:15–2:15

Session 6: The Personal and the Political in Popular Culture (Regency A)
Tamy Burnett and Melissa Swihart (UNL) – “Get Tough, Get Even: Veronica Mars and Changing Attitudes towards Justice in a Post-9/11 America”

Rhea Dowhower (UNL) – “Girls Get Busy Not in the Way: Feminism in Rock ‘n’ Roll in a Post-Riot Grrrl World”

Erica Wright (UNL) – “Consumable Bodies: Commodified Sex, Human Trafficking, and Anti-Porn Politics in the Modern Torture Film”  *Be advised: This presentation contains graphic content.                                                                                           

Session 7: Negotiating Identities Within Discourse (Regency B)
Sarah Breems (Buena Vista University) – “Third wave feminists or Post-feminists: College students’ views on equality between the sexes”

Sarah Moulton (UNO) – “Who ‘We’ Are: Cultural Assumptions in Academic Discourse”

2:30–3:30

Session 8: Historicizing Dress and Femininity (Regency A)
Sabrina Jones Stapp (UNL) – “Interpretation of the Corset”

LynDee Lombardo (UNL) – “Dressing in Hard Times”

Session 9: Twinks, Tomboys and Trans: A Workshop on Gender Fluidity and Sexuality (Regency B)
Sindu Sathiyaseelan (UNL)

Session 10: Challenging the Status Quo Through Female Empowerment (Regency C)
Christine Jones (UNL) – “Girl Scouts: Where Girls Grow Strong – An Ethnographic Study of Social Networking and Girls’ Literacy”

Harmoni Speiker (UNL) – “The Perceived Impact of Martial Arts Training on Gendered Self-Defense Capabilities”

Keely Wilson (UNK) – “Sojourner Truth: Challenging the Constructs of Gender, Race, and Class”

4:00–5:00 – Keynote Address with tatiana de la tierra -- “Dreaming of Lesbos in Times of Holy Terror” (at the Sheldon Memorial Art Gallery – 12th and R next to the Lied Center)

5:00–6:00 – Reception with de la tierra at the Sheldon Memorial Art Gallery

8:00-10:00 – Live music and entertainment sponsored by the Women’s Studies Association at UNL’s Culture Center – 333 N. 14th St ($5 cover charge taken at the door)
Saturday, March 31

8:30-9:00 – Registration

9:00–10:00

Session 11: Women in the Word, Women Behind the Word: Literary Perspectives (Regency A)

Shayla M. Alarie (UNO) – “Worship and Lust in Dante Gabriel Rossetti’s Found”

Julie Iromuanya (UNL) – “The Harlem Renaissance and the Aesthetics of the New Negro Woman”

Carrie Shipers (UNL) – “‘[I]n danger / of becoming a poetess’: Poetry as Trope in the Work of Medbh McGuckian”

Session 12: Women’s Autonomy: Three International Cases (Regency B)

Lyndie Christensen (Nebraska Wesleyan) – “Social Services, Safety Nets, and Governmental Indifference: Non-governmental Organizations and Support for the Poor in Mexico”

Razia Sultana Khan (UNL) – “Breaking Out of Poverty: Women, Microcredit and the Grameen Bank”

Nichole Oberheu (University of Victoria/UNL) – “Indigenous Women and the Power of Identity: Finding Autonomy through Subversive Means”

10:00-11:00 – Socializing and Networking Break (aka: a bit of “kaffeeklatsching”) 
(Heritage Room)
Muffins, bagels, donuts, coffee, tea, and orange juice will be provided.
11:00–12:15

Session 13: Feminist Creativity in Poems, Stories, Vignettes, and Quilts (Regency A)

Razia Sultana Khan (UNL) – reading of personal short story “Proxy”

Jillian Savage (UNL) – “Romantic Beans: A Collection of Vignettes”

Rosemary Zumpfe (UNL) – “The Tar Pit Poems”

Jennifer Graham (UNL) – “Memory Transformed: Process and Inspiration of a Portrait Quilt”

Session 14: Crimes Against Women (Regency B)
Danielle Charleston (UNL) – “Acknowledging and Adjudicating Gender Based Crimes per the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia”

Tressa Copple (UNL) – “Women and Torture”

Elizabeth Miller (University of Kansas - Lawrence) - “Women Helping Women: The Origins of the Battered Women's Movement in Lawrence, Kansas”

Tessa Roberts (UNK) – “Women in Islam: Honor Killing, Acid Burning, and Genital Mutilation”

12:30–2:30 – Closing Luncheon with a Presentation by Amy Miller (“Applied Lessons from the ACLU”) (Heritage Room)

Presenter Biographies and Abstracts
Shayla M. Alarie (Session 11)

Biography: A recent graduate from UNO, Shayla is now in the anxious process of graduate school application. She hopes to go on and earn a PhD in Art History and become a university professor. For the past three years she has worked at Anderson O’Brien Fine Art Gallery in Omaha. 

Abstract: Nineteenth Century British painter Dante Gabriel Rossetti drew from his intellectually and artistically rich home life a romantic notion of women. To him they were a divine presence by which he could achieve salvation. Her paper explores this concept in his art, relationships and eventual disillusion. 

Katie Bass (Session 4)

Biography: Katherine Bass is a PhD student in the Department of Sociology at the University of Nebraska - Lincoln. Her specializations are sex and gender and criminology. Katherine’s research interests focus on the intersection of these two areas. Her master’s thesis, “Stalking: Gender Neutral or Gender Biased” examined the gender difference in fear from stalking. Her dissertation research focuses on the connection between sexual euphemism use and rape culture among college students.


Abstract: In her paper, “Let’s Talk about Sex: Sexual Euphemisms and Rape Culture,” Katie Bass explores how rape culture legitimates sexual violence against women while encourages men’s sexual aggression. Second wave radical feminist literature argue that the language system of American English endorses and perpetuates male supremacy, suggesting that patriarchal language cannot be changed by those it oppresses. Through an examination of qualitative and quantitative analysis of euphemisms performed at a large, Midwestern university, this paper explores connections between students’ use of violent language and their attitudes towards sexual violence.

Morgan Beal (Session 1)

Biography and Abstract: Morgan is a UNL undergraduate majoring in Women’s and Gender Studies. In the “Roundtable on Research and Activism” she will discuss her work for the Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission compiling data on the presence of women in leadership positions in the private and public sectors.

Sarah Breems (Sessions 2 and 7)

Biography: Sarah Breems is originally from Harris, Iowa and graduated this past December from Buena Vista University in Storm Lake, Iowa. She majored in English and minored in Japanese and plans to begin earning her Master’s degree in English Literature next fall.

Abstracts:
Presentation #1: “Heteronormativity, Heterosexism and the Portrayal of Gay Males in Chick-lit.” Sarah studied how the portrayals of gay men in the chick-lit novels, Bridget Jones’s Diary and Bookends reinforce what queer theory names as heteronormativity and our heterosexist society by including few or no GBLTQ characters, superficially representing these characters and by using stereotypes.

Presentation #2: “Third wave feminists or post-feminists: College students’ views on equality between the sexes.” In an effort to find out what college students think about feminism and how they define themselves in relationship to the waves of feminism, Sarah interviewed several students at Buena Vista University. She then composed a short video containing clips from the student interviews and her analysis and interpretations of the data gathered.
Rachael Broadwell (Session 3)

Biography: Rachael is a senior at UNK majoring in Art, and minoring in Women’s Studies. Her experiences with eating disorders and poor body image were the driving forces behind this project. She questioned, “Why must women be thin to be beautiful?” What she found through research was infuriating. Women must escape the beauty myth in order to lead full, enriching lives.

Abstract: The purpose of this piece is to visually demonstrate how current cultural standards of beauty negatively affect women on several levels. The institution of beauty keeps women out of power by keeping them on rigorous diet and exercise regimes. Current beauty standards have nothing to do with human aesthetics and everything to do with a restrictive, controlled and suppressed lifestyle.
Tamy Burnett and Melissa Swihart (Session 6)

Biographies: Tamy Burnett is a PhD candidate in English (UNL), with a Specialization in WGS. Melissa Swihart is a graduate student pursuing her Master’s degree in Political Science (UNL). They both enjoy writing in the field of Popular Culture and have traveled together to conferences in Georgia, Nebraska, Tennessee, and Wisconsin.

Abstract: Their paper examines the television show Veronica Mars as a tool for understanding justice and power in a post-9/11 America through the experiences of the show’s main character Veronica and her friends and family. It also examines how these new definitions of justice and power are seen in feminism today.

Danielle Charleston (Session 14)

Biography: Danielle Charleston is a fourth year undergraduate at UNL. She double majors in Political Science and Women’s & Gender Studies with a focus in international human rights, specifically in post-communist Eastern Europe. She aspires to work in a University setting creating a bridge between Political Science and Women’s Studies. 

Abstract: The International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) has played a leading role in acknowledging and trying individuals for gender-based crimes during war. This paper focuses on the importance of recognizing, defining, and correctly adjudicating gender-based crimes, such as rape, on an international level specifically during times of war. 
Lyndie Christensen (Session 12)

Biography: Lyndie Christensen is a senior at Nebraska Wesleyan University, and will graduate in May with bachelor’s degrees in Spanish and Women’s Studies and a minor in Psychology. She is a member of the Women’s Commission at NWU. She will attend UNL in the fall in the Sociology graduate program.

Abstract: Lyndie Christensen received a research grant to complete a specialized program at an alternative language school in Cuernavaca, Mexico. The program consisted of interviews with grassroots organizations and community networks to learn about the nuances of social services that receive relatively no support from the federal government in Mexico.
Tressa Copple (Session 14)

Biography: Tressa Julia Copple is a UNL senior majoring in Women’s and Gender Studies with two minors — Environmental Studies and Human Rights and Human Diversity. In addition, the local chapter of Amnesty International in Lincoln named her as the very first concert coordinator, making her the only year-round Amnesty fundraiser in Nebraska. 
Abstract: Torture is often thought of as the domain of men, but historically women have been tortured in equal and greater numbers than men, and still face torture in many nations. There are five methods of torture used against women, historically and currently; these include family, sexuality, femininity, reproduction, and life.
Rhea Dowhower (Session 6)

Biography: Rhea Dowhower graduated from UNL in December ’06 with a degree in English. She loves rock ‘n’ roll and proudly calls herself a feminist. Rhea’s recent projects include starting a new band, writing for underground ‘zines, and working on her dress collection so that she can look fashionably retro 24/7.

Abstract: “Girls Get Busy Not in the Way: Feminism in Rock ‘n’ Roll in a Post-Riot Grrrl World” discusses feminism in rock ‘n’ roll as seen in today’s scene, how self expression is feminism, and how rock ‘n’ roll fuels everyone within it to take a more active role in music instead of just sticking to the sidelines.
Ryan Fette (Session 5)
Biography: Ryan Fette is a senior International Studies major, minoring in Spanish, Japanese, English, Anthropology, Women’s and Gender Studies, and LGBTQ/Sexuality studies. He hopes to pursue a career in student affairs. 
Abstract: Ousmane Sembene’s 1966 film La Noir de... reveals the heartbreak of post-colonial Senegal through the story of the domestic worker Diouana. Though it is over forty years old, the film is a rich text from which to begin discussions of race, class, and gender; and how colonialism shapes all three. 

Kittie Grace (Session 3)

Biography: Kittie is an Assistant Professor of Communication Studies at Hastings College. She has been teaching at Hastings for four years. She is also the Director of Forensics. Her speech students have maintained a top twenty presence at nationals during the last eight years. Her research interests focus on female empowerment. She is currently working to assist colleagues in developing a Women and Gender Studies program on campus. She has a wonderful, supportive husband, Brian Hoffman and two four-legged children Andante (dog) and MeMe (kitty). 

Abstract: Tensions between expert culture and the everyday experience continue to manifest. Specifically, the medical field as expert culture is gaining resistance. As Scully (1994) identified, “Perhaps nowhere is male dominance more evident than in the health care, where the majority of consumers and workers are women, but the system, including knowledge and technology, is male controlled” (p. xxiv). With increased Internet use, this new public sphere allows a means for individuals to educate themselves and challenge the experts. By exploring how narratives of women suffering from Polycystic Ovarian Syndrome provide empowerment and education within the health field, a greater understanding of alternative learning results. The women use critical and feminist pedagogy in resisting the medical community. Through providing each other with common experiences, vulnerable stories, negative doctor narratives, proactive means of communication, and alternative resources, the women empower themselves as educators. As a result, everyday experience subverts the expert culture.

Jennifer Graham (Session 13)

Biography: Jennifer is a graduate student in Textiles, Clothing and Design. Her focus is examining the deterioration of memory through fiber art. She is a graduate of the UNL College of Journalism (2000) with an emphasis in Women's Studies, English, and Studio Art. 

 

Abstract: This presentation will describe the process of the creation of a portrait quilt, the subject of which is her grandmother, suffering from Alzheimer's Disease. In the piece, she wanted to re-contextualize parts of her grandmother’s biography through the manipulation of photographic motifs on fabric, using a variety of surface design methods. 
Chelsea Hammond (Session 1)

Biography and Abstract: Chelsea Hammond is a senior Women’s Studies and English major, with minors in History, Psychology and GLBTQ/Sexuality Studies. Currently Chelsea works as a public policy intern at Planned Parenthood researching sex education policy and curriculum in Omaha Public Schools. As part of this project, Chelsea participates on a task force of individuals from the Omaha and Lincoln communities developing strategies to aid and improve sex education curriculum in Omaha. This year, along with Planned Parenthood coworkers and WSA members, Chelsea traveled to South Dakota to join the Campaign For Healthy Families in its fight against the abortion ban in South Dakota. Chelsea also has experience working with UNL’s Chancellor’s Commission on the Status of Women, Students Advocating Gender Equity (formerly the Women’s Studies Association), and as ASUN’s Women’s Issues Representative.  
Julie Iromuanya (Session 11)

Biography: Julie Iromuanya is a third year PhD student at UNL specializing in Creative Writing and Ethnic Literature. She earned her Bachelor of Arts degree at the University of Central Florida in English. She writes fiction and her research interests include ethnic humor, Popular Culture, and African Diaspora studies. 

Abstract: The Harlem Renaissance should be remembered as a period that empowered women. Through a technique that Houston A. Baker, Jr. calls “deformation of mastery,” these women subverted the racist, patriarchal, and stereotypical masks of the “mammy,” the “exotic,” and the “tragic mulatto,” through language, to create new models for women of color.
Christine Jones (Sessions 1 and 10)

Biography: Christine is a senior undergraduate at UNL. She double majors in English and Psychology. The last few semesters she has taken an interest in service-learning and women’s studies. Out of school, she works at a local coffee shop, teaches creative writing for Lincoln Parks and Rec, and co-leads a Girl Scout troop.

Abstract: Using her experience as a troop leader with the Girl Scouts, she has taken the opportunity to research the existing assumptions, learning models, group processes, and leadership involved with the troop. She uses this research experience to take action to help shape, redefine and improve the meaning of Girl Scouts for our troop. Jones is also participating in the panel on activism (session 1).

Sabrina Jones Stapp (Session 8)

Biography: Sabrina Jones Stapp is a second year graduate student at UNL in the department of Textile and Apparel Design. She received her B.A. in French, also from UNL. Her design work has been featured in several student shows and gallery exhibitions, as well as independent venues.

Abstract: This presentation will take you through some history of the corset and how contemporary designers have used the corset. It will explore how this historic icon can be interpreted in so many ways. Has the corset been used to suppress and objectify women or has it been a symbol of power and dominance?

Razia Sultana Kahn (Sessions 12 and 13)

Biography: Razia Sultana Khan is a fiction writer and poet. Her short stories have appeared in anthologies of Bangladeshi writing, From the Delta, and The Daily Star Book of Bangladeshi Writing. Her short story “Alms” is forthcoming in Best New American Voices 2008. She has just finished her first collection of short stories and is now working on a novel on the Grameen Bank.

Abstracts:

Presentation #1: “Breaking Out of Poverty: Women, Microcredit and the Grameen Bank” looks at the origin and historical development of the Grameen Bank and the changes that are taking place in the lives of millions of women in Bangladesh, not just economically but also in the areas of social and cultural dynamics.

Presentation #2: “Proxy” is a short story about a marriage arranged over a phone. Seen through the eyes of a Bangladeshi woman residing in the US, the story showcases the everyday lives of Bangladeshi characters whose roles are defined by gender, culture, tradition and religion.

Amber Harris Leichner (Session 3)

Biography: Amber Harris Leichner is a Ph.D. student in English and Women’s and Gender Studies at UNL.

Abstract: Lesbian and bisexual women writers and performers were among the most significant participants in the Harlem Renaissance, despite general exclusion from its history. By analyzing literature, lyrics, and biographies, this paper shows how we can better understand the Harlem Renaissance and the experiences of early twentieth-century African American women.
LynDee Lombardo (Session 8)

Biography: LynDee Lombardo holds a BA in Home Economics and K-12 Washington State Teaching Certificate. She is a long-time member of the American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences and has presented at the national convention. Ms. Lombardo and her husband have temporarily relocated to Lincoln while she completes her Masters Degree in Textile History / Quilt Studies.

Abstract: While researching influences on dress during the years between WWI and WWII, Ms. Lombardo learned about the rocky road to acceptance of pants as a woman’s garment in the United States. Surprisingly, she also learned of the unconventional actions and forward thinking of both her maternal and paternal grandmothers.

Lisa Lux (Session 1)

Biography and Abstract: Lisa is a UNL undergraduate majoring in Women’s and Gender Studies. In the “Roundtable on Research and Activism” she will discuss her tenure as this year’s president of Students Advocating Gender Equity (SAGE, formerly the Women’s Studies Association) and its trip to South Dakota to campaign against its proposed abortion ban. In addition to her recent project to start a feminist journal on campus, she will also discuss her research on the policies and laws in Nebraska that deal with cases of rape and sexual assault.

Elizabeth B. A. Miller (Session 14)

Biography: Liz Miller is a PhD candidate in American Studies at the University of Kansas. She currently teaches Introduction to Women’s Studies at KU. Ms. Miller holds a B.S. in Business Administration and an MBA in Finance from KU, and is a Chartered Financial Analyst.

Abstract: This paper will focus on the role of gender and sexuality in the beginnings of the battered women's movement in Lawrence, Kansas. It will explore the interpersonal relationships that formed the core of the "female power" that the founders employed to do the emotionally difficult work of sheltering battered women.
Sarah Moulton (Session 7)

Biography: Sarah Moulton is a graduate student in English at UNO. She and her husband, Jed, are parents of one energetic and curious toddler, and co-owners of Lighthouse Yoga Studio in Omaha. Sarah is fascinated with how individual and group identities are constructed through language in our personal and cultural stories.

Abstract: In this paper, Sarah considers how her personal and family identities intersect with larger cultural identities, including indigenous and non-indigenous identity structures in North America. Her exploration considers the work of social, political, and literary theorists who intentionally seek to reveal unconscious cultural assumptions, particularly as found in academic discourse.
Nichole Oberheu (Session 12)

Biography: Nichole is a visiting student at UNL this year; her home school is the University of Victoria in Victoria British Columbia. She is an undergraduate majoring in Anthropology with strong interests in archaeology, indigenous studies, and women’s and gender studies. 

Abstract: She juxtaposes the construction of an essentialist identity in Western discourse with notions of a fluidic identity practiced by indigenous peoples. She argues that by accepting identity as dynamic, indigenous women utilize Western stereotypes for the purpose of increased autonomy for both themselves and their community.
Dené Oglesby (Session 1)

Biography and Abstract: Dené is an undergraduate here at UNL. In the “Roundtable on Research and Activism” she will discuss her participation in Students Advocating Gender Equity (SAGE, formerly the Women’s Studies Association) and its trip last fall to South Dakota to campaign against its proposed abortion ban. Dené will also discuss her mentoring of a female student through Lincoln Literacy as well as her desire to become an escort at Planned Parenthood and a YWCA volunteer.

Tessa Roberts (Session 14)

Biography: Tessa Roberts is an undergraduate student at the University of Nebraska-Kearney.

Abstract: Borrowing from her senior research on women and Islam, Roberts' paper investigates three practices in particular -- acid burnings, honor killings, and female genital mutilation. She finds these rituals particularly interesting because although these are often regarded as part of Muslim practices, they are not necessarily written in the Koran.

Jillian Savage (Session 13)

Biography: Jillian Savage is an Aquarius who likes reading, complaining and raspberry jell-o. She is an English major and Women’s and Gender Studies minor. She thinks she is graduating in May. The project that brings her to No Limits this year comprises a portion of her ongoing project on romance novels.

Abstract: Romantic Beans: A Collection of Vignettes is a compilation of writings about romance novels. While she includes pieces that she has written herself, she is also including work by authors and critics. Hopefully, the reading will be a colorful and fun mix of ideas about the much-mocked branch (arguably, the trunk) of women’s literature.

Sinduja Sathiyaseelan (Session 9)

Biography: Sinduja is a Sri Lankan American student at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln pursuing a degree in English and Marketing. She has also served as the Cultural Awareness Chair of UNL’s Residence Hall Association and is currently the Membership Chair of the Queer Student Alliance at UNL.

Workshop Abstract: Does gender exist? If so, how is it defined? Can sexuality exist without gender? Can it be defined? Is there a connection between sexuality and gender? This workshop takes a hard look at gender and sexuality, the connection between the two in the past and present, and explores the freedom of gender and sexual fluidity.

Carrie Shipers (Session 11)

Biography: Carrie Shipers received her M.F.A. in Poetry from the Ohio State University. Her poems and reviews have appeared in Crab Orchard Review, Meridian, Southern Poetry Review, Prairie Schooner, and several other journals. She is currently in her second year of the Ph.D. program in English.

Abstract: This paper demonstrates how poet Medbh McGuckian uses poetry as a trope to make complicated, and sometimes contradictory, claims about what it means to be a female poet in the politically charged landscape of Ireland, one in which even one’s most private spaces are subject to government intrusion.

Harmoni Speiker (Session 10)
Biography: Harmoni Joie Noel Speiker is a second year Masters student in Sociology. Her thesis is a mixed methods approach to understanding self-protective perceptions and behaviors with a focus on martial arts. For fun she likes to take her Brittany to the dog run, read non-school related books, spend time with her husband, and practice Hapkido, a Korean martial art.

Abstract: Martial artists she interviewed indicated that men benefited self-defensively from their larger physical size and fighting experience while women were disadvantaged by their fear of sexual assault. Martial arts training can level the playing field by enabling women to develop their bodies, self-defense skills, and sparring (controlled fighting) experience, which can help them lead more self-confident, fearless lives.
Christine Stewart-Nuñez (Session 4)

Biography: Christine Stewart-Nuñez teaches in the English Department at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln where she received her Ph.D. in English and Women’s & Gender Studies in May 2007. Her two chapbooks, The Love of Unreal Things and Unbound & Branded, were published by Finishing Line Press (2005 and 2006). In 2003 she received the Academy of American Poets Award and in 2005 worked with Ted Kooser in the inaugural year of the American Life in Poetry newspaper column. She also reads for and contributes book review to Prairie Schooner. Her dissertation, Syllables Rising, has been a finalist in four manuscript competitions. She is currently writing Windows of Hummingbird Wing which takes up ways loss opens dimensions in life. 

Abstract:

In her paper, “Dangerous Moves: Resisting Violence through Activist Poetry,” Stewart-Nuñez bridges past and present answers to the problems posed in a paper by her fellow panelist. Starting from the analysis of Mary K. DeShazer’s A Poetics of Resistance, Andrea Lunsford’s Reclaiming Rhetorica, and Alicia Ostriker’s Stealing the Language, Christine Stewart-Nuñez argues that poetic language can intervene in and resist patriarchal narratives of violence against women . By claiming the power to name in personal terms, employing strategic anger, and revising justice, contemporary feminist poets extend and augment feminist voices of the 1960s and 1970s to by employing poetry as space for activism. 

Melissa Swihart and Tamy Burnett (Session 6)

Biographies: Melissa Swihart is a graduate student pursuing her Master’s degree in Political Science (UNL). Tamy Burnett is a PhD candidate in English (UNL), with a Specialization in WGS. They both enjoy writing in the field of Popular Culture and have traveled together to conferences in Georgia, Nebraska, Tennessee, and Wisconsin.

Abstract: Their paper examines the television show Veronica Mars as a tool for understanding justice and power in a post-9/11 America through the experiences of the show’s main character Veronica and her friends and family. It also examines how these new definitions of justice and power are seen in feminism today.

Azure Wall (Session 2)

Biography: Azure Wall is a nontraditional undergraduate student in Women’s and Gender Studies at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln. She is pursuing minors in English, History, and LGBT Studies. She is grateful for the support of her research mentor Professor Barbara Dibernard and the McNair Scholars and UCARE programs at UNL. 

Abstract: Drawing from Adrienne Rich’s idea of Re-vision, this researcher examines the Trixie Belden mysteries — a series of girls’ mystery novels published from the 1940s through the 1980s — for queer identity by looking specifically at its depictions of gender performance and same-sex affection. Specific passages of text and overarching themes are discussed.

Carrie Walker (Session 5)

Biography: Carrie Walker is a first year PhD student in the English Department at the University of Nebraska - Lincoln. Carrie’s area of focus is postcolonial literature, specifically literature of the African Diaspora. The paper that she’ll be reading today is part of her Master’s Thesis titled “Getting to the Root of the Breach”: Reconciliation in Sindiwe Magona’s Mother to Mother. 
Abstract: In her paper, Carrie examines Mother to Mother as a political novel, one in which the author calls for collective responsibility for the murder of an American Fulbright scholar in Guguletu, South Africa. Carrie will discuss issues surrounding the author’s contention that the murderer is an agent of a “collective wish of a nation” and indictment of the apartheid government as well as leaders of the resistance movement.

Keely Wilson (Session 10)

Biography: Keely Wilson is a senior at the University of Nebraska at Kearney. She plans on graduating with a degree in social studies education and coaching. She is originally from Oberlin, Kansas, but currently lives in Kearney with her husband and 12-month-old daughter.

Abstract: Keely’s presentation will evaluate the significance of Sojourner Truth’s work during the mid-nineteenth century. Truth was a black woman fighting for both African-Americans and women when both groups were discriminated against and would be discriminated against for many years after her death.

Laura Madeline Wiseman (Session 4)

Biography: Laura Madeline Wiseman teaches in the Department of English at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, where she is working on her dissertation in creative writing. She earned a B.S. in English Literature and Women’s Studies at Iowa State University and an M.A. in Women’s Studies with a Certificate in College Teaching at the University of Arizona. She has volunteered and worked in three domestic violence shelters and is currently writing Crisis Line Handbook, a poetry manuscript which explores violence against women along the border. Her works have appeared in Permafrost, Poetry NZ, Geist Magazine, and elsewhere. She is an e4w.org editor and a Prairie Schooner reader.

Abstract: In her paper Wiseman argues that Sandoval’s hermeneutics of love is one approach to activism that current and future feminists can turn to confront violence against women. Using Chela Sandoval’s The Methodology of the Oppressed, Laura Madeline Wiseman explores through poetic language the transnational horrific violence against women in the border region of El Paso, Texas/ Juarez, Mexico. Employing the hermeneutics of love and differential consciousness, this piece examines corrupt power structures, victim’s families, and activists. 

Erica Wright (Session 6)
Biography: Erica Wright is a graduating senior majoring in English, minoring in Women’s and Gender Studies, and works as the programming coordinator at the UNL Women’s Center. She has viewed over 1,000 horror films and enjoys training in the martial arts.

Abstract: In “Consumable Bodies: Anti-Porn Politics in Current Torture Films,” Erica examines anti-porn feminist rhetoric in the popular torture films “Hostel” and “Love Object,” and how this theme reflects on-going trends within the genre. * Be advised: this presentation contains graphic content 
Eszter Zimanyi (Session 3)

Biography: Eszter is currently studying at Nebraska Wesleyan University as an exchange student. Her home institute is the University of Debrecen, Hungary. In 2005, I spent a semester at the University of Central England. My area of research includes gender studies and the reading of contemporary British novels from a feminist perspective.

Abstract: This paper addresses the question of self-creation in Janice Galloway’s The Trick Is to Keep Breathing. Using various approaches to anorexia and bulimia I examine how narrator-protagonist Joy Stone endeavors to (re)create herself in an attempt to come to terms with her lover’s and her mother’s death.

Rosemary Zumpfe (Session 13)
Biography: Rosemary Zumpfe is a poet and artist. Her most recent pivotal moment was walking through the reeking tar pits in Los Angeles, and the fossilized bones spoke, dark with poetry. She is a PhD candidate in creative writing at UNL and teaches writing at a local shelter for homeless women. 

Abstract: A reading from The Tar Pit Poems which uses the personal to explore social, emotional and physical experiences of being female in this culture. The central metaphor is the ice-age archeological site of the La Brea Tar Pits, situated in the glittering heart of Los Angeles. 
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