
Fall 2012

Undergraduate Courses

Cross-Cultural Mentoring II

ANTH/WMNS 409 Sec. 001                                                                                                           Credits: 3

Willis                                                                                                                            Class No. Suppressed

Mo 3:30PM – 5:05PM, plus at least one hour per week

at North Star High School (to be arranged)

This course is a service learning opportunity with class time AND mentoring time each week. You will be paired with a North Star or Lincoln High School student from a minority, immigrant, refugee or low income family and will meet with your mentee at North Star at least once a week between 8:00 am and 3:00 pm. Although we can consider single semester participation, we prefer that you make a 2-semester commitment to this mentorship because of the needs of the students.  During the fall semester, we will meet as a class once a week for an hour and a half. We will read and discuss several ethnographies of recent U.S. immigrant communities. As you begin your mentoring, you will also use our group meetings to report progress, and for us to brainstorm and share resources with each other. Mentees will need different things, so you might be called upon to help with homework, help your student get a job, fill out financial aid forms or college applications, figure out how to keep a student motivated for schoolwork, as well as to be a friend. During the second semester, you will get 3 credits by continuing your mentoring, meeting once a week as a group, and possibly doing additional reading and research on your mentee’s culture or on mentoring.   The fall semester CCMI satisfies the ACE 8 student learning outcome.  We ask you to be flexible and we can be as well; for example you can begin mentoring in the fall OR spring and you can take the second semester as an independent study or internship based on hours required for graduation. The courses can be used for the certificate in civic engagement offered out of the office of the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs, Center for Civic Engagement.

Requirements: In the fall: read several ethnographies, meet weekly, write a weekly journal on your mentoring experience, research your mentee’s culture, and present a PowerPoint to the class. In the spring: meet at least once a week, write a weekly journal, write a final reflection on your mentoring experience. 
For those of you who want to put some of your WGS study into practice, this is an excellent opportunity! UNL students are paired with mentees of the same sex, and a gender lens is definitely useful in this work. In addition, you will be learning about another country and possibly a culture and religion within that country through research as well as interaction with your mentee (and through our readings first semester and the reports of your student colleagues). WGS students have found it a powerful learning experience. One mentor wrote:

“Looking back at my journals I have come to the conclusion that this has been my most challenging class but it has been the most rewarding I have had thus far in my academic career. There has been no other setting in my learning experience that has made me look this deep into the world around me and there has never been a class that has made me look inside myself and see my own flaws, strengths and privileges as this one has.” 

If you have questions or want more information, and to get permission to register, please email Professor Mary Willis, mwillis2@unl.edu

Gender and Sexuality in the Ancient World
CLAS/WMNS 440 Sec. 001                                                                                                            Credits: 3

Duncan                                                   TuTh 11:00AM - 12:15PM                                 Class No. 21081
Women’s studies, gender studies, and the study of ancient sexuality have been the site of a great deal of important and interesting research in the field of Classics in the last thirty years.  This seminar aims to introduce students to some of the central figures, debates and questions in these fields.  The course will expose students to a wide range of ancient texts in translation and visual material, as well as to recent scholarship on these primary materials.  This is an upper-level undergraduate/lower-level graduate seminar.  All students will take a turn leading class discussion on one day (with a fellow student).  All students will write three short (5-page) papers; they will also take a midterm exam and a final exam.  Graduate students will be expected to produce a 15-page final paper as well.   

Gender and Communication
*COMM 380 Sec. 001                                                                                                                   Credits: 3

Moore                                                  MoWeFr 1:30PM – 2:20PM                                   Class No. 4164
*NOTE: For Women’s and Gender Studies credit, the student must complete a substitution form with the Women’s and Gender Studies Director. 

This course engages with the theories and concepts most relevant to gender and communication scholarship. We will explore critical, cultural, and intersectional approaches to the study of human communication to better understand the problems of gender oppression and the possibilities of gender emancipation. Furthermore, because sex/gender does not operate in a vacuum, we will pay particular attention to the intersectional dynamics of sexuality, race, ethnicity, national identity, and socioeconomic class and their implications in historical and contemporary contexts. 

Instructor contact info:  Julia Moore, Department of Communication Studies, jmoore@huskers.unl.edu
Women, Crime and Justice
CRIM 339 Sec. 001                                                                                                               Credits: 3

Wulf-Ludden                                            TuTh 8:00 – 9:15 AM                           Class No. Suppressed
NOTE: Women’s and Gender Studies majors and minors may take this course without the specified prerequisite.  To obtain the class permission code, call the School of Criminology and Criminal Justice at 402-472-3677 and specify you are a WGS major or minor.

In this course, we examine the various ways women interact with the criminal justice system. First, we examine the role of gender in society before moving on to women as offenders. One part of this section deals with women in prison and related societal issues. Additionally, we examine the issue of pregnancy and the role it plays in the criminalization of acts that women commit (such as drug use and abortion). Second, we examine the victimization experiences of women by focusing on the risk factors for victimization (individual and societal), outcomes as a result of victimization, and criminal justice responses to women. Finally, we examine women as workers generally and also within the criminal justice system specifically. This final section focuses on the evolution of the various roles of women, as well as the challenges they face in traditionally male criminal justice jobs.

ENGL/WMNS 215                        Introduction to Women’s Literature                                  Credits: 3

Sec. 001 – Honey                                  TuTh  11:00AM – 12:15PM                                 Class No. 4141

Course Description: This course will cover a variety of women writers, primarily from the early twentieth century up to the present day and primarily American, as a lens through which to view the field of Women’s Literature.  The reading list is ethnically diverse and also represents women of different social/economic groups, geographic regions, and affectional preferences. This reflects the huge variation encompassed by the word “women.” One prominent theme of the course will be girls and young women coming of age. Students’ individual responses to the texts will be at the heart of this course. Although I will provide the class with historical and critical frameworks that shape our understanding of these writers, it is the students’ interaction with them that will form the basis of our discussions. 

Teaching Method: Discussion, small group work, student presentations, and extensive writing by students.

Requirements:  Response papers to the reading of 3-4 pages each; one oral presentation on a woman writer; two 4-6 page papers. Daily attendance required.

Tentative Reading List: The Awakening Kate Chopin; O Pioneers Willa Cather; The Color Purple Alice Walker; Their Eyes Were Watching God Zora Neale Hurston; The Joy Luck Club Amy Tan; Woman Hollering Creek and Other Stories Sandra Cisneros; American Indian Stories Zitkala-Sa; Paper Wings Marly Swick.

Sec. 002 – Staff                                 MoWeFr 11:30AM – 12:20PM                              Class No. 4142

Contact the English Department for a description.

Survey of Women’s Literature
ENGL/WMNS 315A Sec. 001                                                                                                         Credits: 3
Deb                                                         TuTh 12:30PM – 1:45PM                                     Class No. 9592

Contact the English Department for a description.
Women in Popular Culture
ENGL/WMNS 315B                                                                                                                         Credits: 3

Sec. 002 – Staff                                     TuTh 11:00AM – 12:15PM                                  Class No. 4144
Contact the English Department for a description.

Women of the Great Plains
GPSP/GEOG/WMNS 377 Sec. 700                                                                                               Credits: 3

Buller                                                                     Online                                                      Class No. 4254 
Who is a woman of the Great Plains? Such a question frequently conjures up an image of a female with specific characteristics regarding her race, class, ethnicity, and religion as well as the place 

-cont. on next page-
and time in which she lived. But these perceptions are often inaccurate. This new interdisciplinary online course—framed by humanistic and post-colonial perspectives—examines gender throughout time and space in the American and Canadian Great Plains. Various disciplines—such as anthropology, communication, economics, geography, history, literature, and sociology—inform explorations of gender in relation to the community, environment, politics, popular culture, social justice, work, and violence.

   
The course will use personal narratives; print and digital copies of scholarly works, such as articles from Great Plains Quarterly and Plains Song Review; images from the Joslyn Art Museum website; digital projects from the Plains Humanities Alliance; and online resources from the Library of Congress and South Dakota State Historical Society Archives.

Instructor contact info: Rebecca A. Buller at rbuller@huskers.unl.edu
Women and Gender in U.S. History
HIST/WMNS 204 Sec. 001                                                                                                            Credits: 3                                                                                 

Holz                                                   MoWeFr 10:30AM – 11:20AM
                          Class No. 4314

As the title of this course suggests, this class is intended to introduce students to the history of women in America from the 1500s to the present. Long a neglected topic in traditional scholarship and classrooms, women’s history has since the 1970s become a burgeoning area of scholarly inquiry, with fascinating stories to tell about women’s lives, beliefs, thoughts, and experiences, which were far more varied and complex than previously imagined. So in many ways this is a good old-fashioned women’s history course, the emphasis of which is to view traditional historical accounts “through women’s eyes.” But as the title of this course further suggests, this is also about the history of gender in America, which means we cover not just the history of women and the fluidity of feminine identities as they changed across time, place, and culture, but also the fluidity of masculine identities. Such a perspective is important because it allows us to understand the ways in which gender (along with other social identities such as race/ethnicity, class, and sexual orientation) works as a tool of power. In other words, because the many different meanings we have attached to feminine and masculine identities arose from and informed existing power structures, these meanings then determined the opportunities women and men were allotted as well as the restrictions they often faced. Ultimately, therefore, my goal is to achieve some good, honest conversation about the changing experiences of women and men and the changing meanings attached to their biological bodies in the hopes of inspiring perhaps a few personal conclusions about what this might mean for those of the past, for us today, and for those whose lives still lie ahead.

In addition to keeping up with the primary and secondary source readings as well as active and informed class participation, requirements include several written exams, objective quizzes, and short written assignments.

African American Women's History
HIST/ETHN/WMNS 356 Sec. 001                                                                                                          Credits: 3  

Jones                                                  MoWeFr 10:30AM – 11:20AM
                        Class No. 22958
This course is aimed at exploring the history of women of African descent in the Americas, with a particular focus on the United States. We will begin studying black women’s experiences from their 
-cont. on next page-

African origins before the rise of the transatlantic slave trade. Then the course will focus on black

women’s history from enslavement in the American colonies to freedom in the United States. Since the course will cover a vast chronological period, this course is designed as an overview of black women’s history. It will address such topics as black women’s resistance, labor, cultural expression, religion, racial identity (in comparative perspective), and sexuality, through an exploration of a range of primary sources, secondary sources, films, and documentaries. Foremost, the course will approach black women's history through biographies and autobiographies. Pedagogically, this course will be taught from a feminist/womanist perspective, which recognizes the experiences of black women as singular and particular, when viewed through the lenses of gender and race. This is not to say that the experiences of all women in America did not and do not intersect at some point; rather that the experience of black women is distinct because of the legacy of slavery and the realities of racism and sexism in American culture and society. 

Sexuality in Nineteenth and Twentieth Century America

HIST/WMNS 402 Sec. 001                                                                                                             Credits: 3

Holz                                                     MoWeFr 1:30PM – 2:20PM                                    Class No. 4849
This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.

In recent decades, the study of human sexuality has emerged as among the most vibrant areas of scholarly inquiry, one which cuts across academic disciplines. Yet, for as knowledgeable as we are indeed becoming in this important area of inquiry, many are still surprised to discover that sexuality itself has a history all its own, one which bears little resemblance to the nostalgic (“such things didn’t happen in my day”) reconstructions of the past. Consequently, one of the primary goals of this upper-division course is to assess sexuality’s larger historical sweep, one which is not simply a tale of the march forward of “progress” (from the dark days of repression to today’s supposed tolerance and sexual liberation) but rather something much more complex.

Sexuality’s larger historical eras therefore—including, though certainly not limited to, the Age of Victorianism, the New Morality, as well as the Sexual Revolutions of the 1960s—constitute the course’s larger narrative framework. However, three topics in particular will serve as the course’s driving focus: the history of birth control (contraception and abortion); the history of homosexuality and gay and lesbian identities, communities, and practices; and the intersections between sex, art, and the media.

Please be advised that the reading and writing for this class is heavy. Requirements for the course include: extensive reading of primary and secondary sources (including several full-length books), several papers (both formal and informal), quizzes, an in-class written exam, and active participation in classroom discussion.

Seminar in US Women’s and Gender History

HIST/WMNS 441 Sec. 001                                                                                                             Credits: 3

Jagodinsky                                             TuTh 9:30AM - 10:45AM                                   Class No. 22933 
This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.

This course examines the ways in which women in the regions now known as the United Sates have experienced and given meaning to their history from around 1500 to the present.  The class also explores gender as a system of power relations that has been integral to the shaping of American 
-cont. on next page-

politics and public policy and the development of the American economy.

Course Objectives:

· To explore shifts in the social and cultural construction of gender over time

· To examine changes in women’s and men’s status in the U.S. across cultures and over time

· To identify common struggles faced by women in their attempts to define, maintain, or gain power in changing historical circumstances

· To investigate differences among women based on class, race, sexual orientation and other socio-cultural factors

· To develop historical skills including:

· the critical analysis of primary and secondary sources

· the mastery of causality and chronology in significant events in U.S. gender history

· the ability to explain complex factors contributing to historical change

· successful reading, writing, and analytical strategies

· collaborative and active participation in analytical discussion

Course Format: Tuesday Lectures & Thursday Discussions

This course includes an undergraduate and graduate section, allowing undergraduates to benefit from graduate mentorship and encouraging graduate students (who will be expected to meet collectively with the instructor in addition to scheduled course meetings) to broaden their understandings of American gender history

Students will be expected to participate enthusiastically in class discussions and to prepare written assignments that demonstrate their ability to summarize major trends in U.S. gender history and to critically analyze major debates in U.S. gender historiography.

Course Readings:  Ellen Carol DuBois and Lynn Dumenil, Through Women’s Eyes: An American History with Documents—in addition to other critical and creative works to be announced

Contact: Professor Katrina Jagodinsky, kjagodinsky@unl.edu

Women and Politics
POLS/WMNS 338 Sec. 001                                                                                                            Credits: 3              
Kang                                                     MoWeFr 12:30PM – 1:20PM                                 Class No. 4145
              This course searches for women in the political realm, questioning what counts as political. It examines the exclusion and rise of women in politics. It assesses what effects, if any, women have in politics. In surveying women as political actors, this course takes into account the intersectionality of women's multiple identities and the experiences of women in American politics, comparative politics, and international politics. Students with questions about the course may send an email to the instructor at akang2@unl.edu
Women in Contemporary Society
SOCI 200                                                                                                                                         Credits: 3

This course will focus on the maintenance and change of women's roles in society through such institutions as the economy, family, education, politics, and religion.  Various theoretical explanations of women's status are discussed. These perspectives are applied to an overview of research on women 
-cont. on next page-

from diverse ethnic, racial, and class backgrounds, older women, houseworkers, lesbians, and women as victims.                                                                
Sec. 001 - Pritchard                              TuTh 9:30AM – 10:45AM                                    Class No. 4013
Sec. 101 – Christensen                           Th 6:30PM – 9:20PM                                         Class No. 4014
200X Sec. 900 – Pritchard                                 Online                                                       Class No. 4015
Woven and Nonwoven Textile Design
*TMFD 325 Sec. 001                                                                                                                      Credits: 3

Weiss                                                       MoWe 3:00PM - 5:50PM                       Class No. Suppressed

*NOTE: For Women’s and Gender Studies credit, the student must complete a substitution form with the Women’s and Gender Studies Director.

Prerequisites:  Junior standing; TXCD 206

Contact the TXCD department for Class number: 472-2911

Aim:  Creative application of woven and non-loom textile construction techniques.  The goals of this course are 1) to build the student’s textile vocabulary so fibers can be used as a means of expression, 2) to strengthen the student’s understanding of the design process as one of exploration and discovery and 3) to build the student’s critical thinking ability in relation to observing, analyzing and evaluating contemporary textile art, with an emphasis on the contributions of women artists.

History of Textiles
TMFD 408 Sec. 001                                                                                                                         Credits: 3   

Crews                                                   MoWeFr 9:00AM – 9:50AM                                  Class No. 6084
Aim:  Textiles in the context of artistic, social, political and economic developments in the cultures of Europe, Asia, Africa and the Americas. Emphasis on evolution of textile design and stylistic differences between cultures.

WMNS 101                                   Introduction to Women’s Studies                                       Credits: 3

Sec. 001 Vidaltorreira                            TuTh 11:00AM – 12:15PM                                Class No. 4199
This class will serve as an introduction to the primary concepts and themes of women's and gender studies.  In it, we will examine how different groups and individuals have influenced and drawn attention to our understanding of gender and sexuality, as well as how gender and sexuality are intrinsically connected to matters of race, ethnicity, nationality, class, and religion. We will examine both historical and present day implications of domestic issues, focusing on the contrast between past and present ideas and their geographical distribution.
-cont. on next page-

 
Goals:
 1.      Learn how views on sexuality, gender and body issues are communicated, and the effects these views can have on the emotional and physical states of women and men, as well as how people have rebelled against these norms. 
2.      Demonstrate how pervasive views on gender and sexuality can be by tying them to apparently unrelated matters.

3.      Demonstrate how sexism still permeates modern day societies, and analyze the functions media plays in the propagation of sexist, racist, and classist cultures.

4.      Demonstrate how issues of sexuality and gender are informed by racism, classism, and colonialism.

5.      Explore the ways in which individuals express their unique sexual identities and perform their gender roles.

101X  Sec. 900 Leichner                                       Online                                                     Class No. 4139
This course is an introduction to the study of women and gender in American society and transnational contexts. We will examine historical connections and major historical figures, contemporary topics and debates, and the future of Women’s and Gender Studies. Topics will include the social construction of gender and sexuality; masculinity; women and work, families, violence, and beauty; and representations of gender in popular culture. This online course shares the same philosophy, goals, and objectives as a face-to-face section of WMNS 101. However, given that most Women’s and Gender Studies courses at UNL rely heavily on discussion-based learning and opportunities for students to grapple with new and challenging ideas (rather than memorization), the online version of the course has a substantial written component, both in periodic short papers and through regular online discussion on a social networking website. In addition, students will demonstrate learning through weekly quizzes over assigned texts (readings, lectures, and/or films). 
Course Objectives:  Successful completion of WMNS 101 Online means you will: 
· become familiar with the foundational texts, ideas, historical figures, theoretical debates, and general trajectory of women’s rights movements and feminism(s) in the United States from the nineteenth century to the present;

· synthesize material from diverse disciplines and experiences and apply a “gender lens” to reflect critically on women and gender;

· analyze intersections of gender with other social identities such as race, religion, social class, ethnicity, nationality, age, physical ability, and sexual orientation;

· display awareness of global issues concerning women, gender, sexuality, and transnational feminisms;

· demonstrate active engagement with course texts and materials through formal writing and discussion.

Tentative List of Required Texts and Materials: 

The American Women’s Movement, 1945-2000, a collection of primary and secondary texts edited by Nancy MacLean (978-0-312-44801-1)

Desert Blood: The Juárez Murders, a novel by Alicia Gaspar De Alba (978-1-55885-508-3)

Two or Three Things I Know for Sure, a memoir by Dorothy Allison (978-0-452-27340-5)

Articles, web pages, and videos linked through or posted on Blackboard at my.unl.edu
A computer with speakers/headphones, word-processing software, high speed Internet, and the most recent versions of QuickTime Video and Adobe Reader Software (both are free downloads).

Instructor Contact:
Dr. Amber Harris Leichner (Lecturer, Department of English) aleichner@unl.edu

Introduction to LGBT Studies
WMNS 201 Sec. 101                                                                                                                       Credits: 3

Gandara                                                TuTh 9:30AM – 10:45AM                                      Class No. 4280

This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.

Since the 1990s, LGBT Studies has become one of the most intellectually exciting areas of study both in and out of the academy.  LGBT Studies provides a multi-faceted perspective on human history and culture through focusing on sexuality and gender. In our class, we will be reading a variety of works by lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender authors writing in English in the 20th and 21st centuries. As we do so, we’ll be exploring the many experiences of being "queer" and consider how society attempts to socialize us into heterosexuality; we will also look at the strategies lesbians, gay men, bisexual and trans folks use to cope with demands for sex and gender role conformity. To do this interdisciplinary work, we will use history, theory, film, literature, pop culture, and other fields as lenses to look at and understand as much as we can about LGBT Studies. Our focus will be on the human experience in the material we’re reading, on what it tells us about what it’s like to be the people whose lives we’re invited to imagine, enter, and share. I look forward to our journey together.

Women, Gender and Science
WMNS/AGRI/NRES 385X Sec. 900                                                                                               Credits: 3

Woudenberg                                                         Online                                                     Class No. 4279

     
 This course will explore historical and contemporary perspectives about science through the lens of sex (male vs. female) and gender (men vs. women).  It will highlight specific accomplishments of women in science and describe potential barriers women may encounter as they pursue a career in science.  The course offers an opportunity to explore a much broader view of science than classically presented.  The online format will be multi-media “lectures” and readings followed by in-class discussion of readings and topics through Discussion Board.  Expectations include short writing assignments, a research paper of your choice on a related topic, and an interview of a female scientist.  

Topics include theories on gender neuroplasticity, biological determinism, gender and scientific subjectivity and biases, race and cultural considerations, language and gender norms.  Current statistics will be analyzed about women in various science disciplines and gender-related trends in early math and science education.  Strategies for the inclusion of diverse participants in the process of science will be emphasized.

Please contact the instructor for any questions or concerns: Dr. Donna Woudenberg, (402) 472-8287, dwoudenberg2@unl.edu             

                                                                                        

Independent Study
WMNS 399 Sec. 001                                                                                                                 Credits: 1 - 6

Kalisa                                                                   Arranged                                        Class No. Suppressed

PREREQUISITE: PERMISSI0N OF WOMEN’S STUDIES PROGRAM DIRECTOR, JULIA SCHLECK, 472-9300, jschleck2@unl.edu
Honors Course
WMNS399H                                                                                                                                Credits: 1- 6

Kalisa                                                                   Arranged                                        Class No. Suppressed

Prerequisite: Open to candidates for degree with distinction, high distinction or highest distinction in the College of Arts and Sciences; junior standing or above, with the consent of the instructor.
This course allows WGS majors and minors and LGBTQ Sexuality Studies minors to get credit for their work on an honor’s thesis. For more information, contact the Julia Schleck, WGS Director, at 402-472-9300 or jschleck2@unl.edu.
Senior Seminar
WMNS 400 Sec. 001                                                                                                                     Credits: 3

Kalisa                                                         Mo 12:30PM – 3:20PM                     *Class No. Suppressed

This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.

*Note: This course is required for all Women’s and Gender Studies majors; you cannot graduate without taking this class. Women’s and Gender Studies minors and LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minors are also welcome. If you plan to graduate in May, August or December 2013, you should take the Senior Seminar this semester. The Class number will be suppressed in the Class Schedule, so you must contact Professor Chantal Kalisa at mkalisa2@unl.edu to obtain the Class number before you register for the class.
Aim: The Senior Seminar is meant to be a “capstone” experience for students. For probably the first time in your college experience, you will be working with only Women’s & Gender Studies students. One of the main goals of the course is to give you the opportunity to do a major research project in WGS. While I intend to focus on transnational and global issues in feminist and gender studies, I encourage everyone to pursue a project they would like to explore before finishing the WGS Major. At the beginning of the semester, I will be working with each of you to choose a topic and develop your research plan. We will also integrate the research and writing/creation of your project into our class activities, so that you receive regular feedback from your classmates and me.  

Teaching Method: Expect to be active in this class. Our mode will be discussion, in-class exercises that involve reading aloud, writing, performing, and using our creativity.  

Requirements: Weekly response journals; attending and reporting on WGS events on campus and in the community, informal oral reports, peer-review activities and a major research project (including an oral presentation).

This class fulfills Ace Outcome #10.

Internship in Women’s and Gender Studies

WMNS 497 Sec. 001                                                                                                                 Credits: 1 - 6

Kalisa                                                                  Arranged                                         Class No. Suppressed
This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.

Students may gain practical knowledge in applying concepts learned in WGS classes in a service-learning opportunity with such organizations as Voices of Hope, Friendship Home, the YWCA, Planned
-cont. on next page-
Parenthood, and the ACLU. The internship will engage students with particular issues including
workplace discrimination against women, prejudice faced by lesbian and gay couples, violence against women, and women’s reproductive health. Together with an on-site internship supervisor and a WGS faculty member, students will design and sign a contract that defines the number of hours to be spent at the organization, types of work, assignments, and how the student will be evaluated and graded. For more information, contact the Women’s and Gender Studies Director Julia Schleck at jschleck2@unl.edu or Associate Director Rose Holz at rholz2@unl.edu. 

Special Topics:  Introduction to Men’s Studies
WMNS 498 Sec. 001                                                                                                                       Credits: 3

Deeds                                                        TuTh 6:00PM – 7:15PM                                    Class No. 4539

This course is an introduction to the field of men’s studies from its beginnings in the 1970’s to the present. Drawing from multiple disciplines we will examine the history of men’s movements, the definitions of masculinities, and the intersection of masculine identity with race/ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender performance, age, and other characteristics. Class will include readings and discussion, films, guest speakers, and other experiential activities. Requirements include reading, discussing, active participation, a service learning project, a weekly reflective journal, five observation assignments, and a final research paper. Graduate students will also select one day to facilitate a discussion of the day’s reading assignment.

Required books and other reading:

Kilmartin, Christopher. (2010). The Masculine Self (4th Ed.). Sloan Publishing. 

Kimmel, Michael. (2010). Men’s Lives (8th Ed.). Allyn & Bacon.

* There will also be some required reading of articles, chapters, and websites available through Blackboard.

Instructor Contact Info: Jan Deeds, 402-472-2598, jdeeds1@unl.edu

Special Topics:  Sexuality and The Internet: Power, Participation, and Privacy

WMNS 498 Sec. 002                                                                                                                       Credits: 3

Murray                                                  TuTh 12:30PM – 1:45PM                                      Class No. 9449
This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.
In this course, we will explore the powerful role that digital culture plays in contemporary women's presentation and negotiation of sexuality. In considering how users make meaning about themselves, their social relations, and their world, we will look at different online contexts and practices, including social media (blogging, vlogging), gaming, user-generated content, and fan fiction. We will consider the ways in which women (as cultural producers and cultural intermediaries) across the world offer complex understandings of individual power, participation, and privacy. We will address how systems of "real world" representation related to sexism and homophobia "go online" and how users' interaction with digital technologies offers women opportunities to reinforce as well as resist social and subject formations. In so doing, we'll discuss the relationships of gender, race/ethnicity, and class to our online negotiations of identity. Topics covered will include the self-presentation of heteronormative sexuality; "coming out" via digital media; depiction of heterosexuality and LGBTQ in video games; Internet celebrity as a tool of social communication about sexuality; sexting; cyberbullying; the "It Gets
-cont. on next page-
Better Project;" Change.org as a place for LGBTQ activism; and MTV's "A Thin Line" initiative about
digital abuse. This course challenges students to critically reflect on the (re)production of identity politics as related to issues of inequality, oppression, and power dynamics in our global new media age. By the end of the course, students will be able to examine digital culture with a greater understanding of how it affords for a sense of community, citizenship, and self that can be (dis)empowering, how cyberspace is a safe and/or feminist space, and how technology shapes culture and the individuals in it. 

 Instructor Contact Info: Dara Murray  dmurray5@unl.edu

OTHER UNDERGRADUATE

COURSES OF INTEREST
These courses may or may not count toward a Women’s and Gender Studies major or minor. Please consult a Women’s Studies advisor before registering.

Special Topics: Body Language: Love, Politics, and the Self in French Literature

FREN/ENGL/MODL 398 (001)                                                                                                       Credits: 3

Peterson                                                 MoWeFr 1:30PM - 2:20PM                              Class No. 21124

In this class, we will use representations of the physical body as the starting point for an exploration of topics such as political absolutism, cross-dressing, revolution, hysteria, cannibalism, and AIDS. Syllabus includes primary texts from the 16th-20th centuries, creative writing assignments, and film.

Instructor Contact Info: Nora Martin Peterson, Assistant Professor of French Cultural Studies, 1133 Oldfather Hall, 402-472-7927, npeterson10@unl.edu.
Pre-modern European History through Biography

HIST 430 Sec. 001                                                                                                                           Credits: 3

Levin                                                         TuTh 9:30AM - 10:45AM                                   Class No. 9698   

How did the Norman Princess Emma become queen of England twice, wife of Ethelred the Unready and of Cnut? Was Eleanor of Aquitaine a "whore instead of a queen", as some monkish chronicles maintained? Should we call Joan of Arc a saint or a witch? Did Martin Guerre return to his wife Bertrande after years of wandering or was it an impostor? These are some of the questions to be addressed in this course on European history through biography focusing on the late medieval/early modern period. We will examine how history can be used to serve social, cultural, and political needs, and the difficulties of determining the historic "truth" about a person or event. We will be reading contemporary accounts, modern historical analysis, and fictional and dramatic representations   Assignments include a number of short papers, presentations, and a major research paper. 
OTHER UNDERGRADUATE COURSES OF INTEREST cont. - See note on previous page
Psychology of Diversity
PSYC 330 Sec. 001                                                                                                                          Credits: 3
Hope and Willis-Esqueda                     TuTh 2:00PM - 3:15PM                                     Class No. 22779
This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor but DOES NOT count toward the Women’s and Gender Studies major or minor.
Psychology of Diversity is a team-taught course that focuses on three major areas:  race/ethnicity, gender and sexual orientation.  The course examines psychological aspects of race/ethnicity, gender and sexual orientation within the current and historical cultural context.  This course meets the ACE 9 requirement regarding diversity. Psyc330 is for majors in psychology and non-majors. Some social science background is helpful.  
Instructors’ Contact Info: Prof. Debra Hope (dhope1@unl.edu) or Prof. Cynthia Willis-Esqueda (cwillis-esqueda1@unl.edu)

Human Sexuality and Society
PSYC 471                                    Crosslisted as CYAF, EDPS and SOCI 471                                Credits: 3   

Sec. 001 – Esseks                                   TuTh 2:00PM – 3:15PM                                      Class No. 3966
This class counts toward the LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies minor.

An interdisciplinary approach to the study of human sexuality in terms of the psychological, social, cultural, anthropological, legal, historical, and physical characteristics of individual sexuality and sex in society.

Literature In Translation:  Women In Russian Literature (in English)
RUSS 482                                                                                                                                         Credits: 3

Sec. 001 – Balasubramanian               TuTh 2:00PM – 3:15PM                                    Class No. 16572
This class will discuss the depiction of women through 19th and 20th centuries of Russian literatures. It will look at how they evolve from being helpless, exploited women to becoming the strength behind the men. Finally, at the end of 20th century, the women find a voice and show how women writers end up writing stories from the women’s perspectives. The reading list will include short stories by Pushkin, Karamzin, Chekhov, contemporary women writers and novels by Tolstoy and Bulgakov. 

There will be two term papers (about 6-8 pages in length each) and one oral presentation on the novel Anna Karenina (which will have to be written into one of the term papers), and tests and assignments at regular intervals and at the end of the semester.

OTHER UNDERGRADUATE COURSES OF INTEREST cont. - See previous note

Marriage and Family
SOCI 225                                                                                                                                           Credits: 3

Sec. 001 Warner                                  TuTh 9:30AM – 10:45AM                                     Class No. 4024
This course will provide an overview of the family from a sociological perspective.  We will focus on current changes in the American family ideals.  We first look at what the concept of family has meant historically, the changing structure of families, and the meaning of family.  Focusing on contemporary American society, we will examine sexuality and love, through cohabitation, marriage, parenting, divorce, and remarriage.  In the second half of the course we will look at how social structures shape restructure the family: gender and family, ethnicity and family, and economy and family.  
Classroom Format: Lecture and class discussion.
Sec. 101 Park                                          We 6:30PM – 9:20PM                                         Class No. 4347
              We all experience family in some way and have our own perceptions of what constitutes family. Ideas of family and family values permeate our lives through daily interactions with others and through media and political rhetoric. In this class, we will explore the current state of the family in the United States and cross culturally. Using readings, films, and class discussions, we will explore how the family has changed and continues to change and what that means for our society. We will also examine how social forces help shape our ideas and beliefs about what family should be and how individual agents work to restructure families. Finally, it is important to note that this course is taught from a social 

constructionist perspective, which views the self and society as constructed, maintained, and produced by social systems, social processes and social ideologies. Therefore, this perspective will be heavily relied on throughout the entire semester as we explore various topics within family sociology.
Sec. 700 Park                                                         Online                                                     Class No. 4904
Clothing and Human Behavior
TMFD 123X Sec. 900                                                                                                                      Credits: 3

Easley                                                              Online  Class                                                  Class No. 6043
Analysis of social, cultural, aesthetic, and economic influences on clothing and human behavior.
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