Public Arguments


Although this project isn’t due until the end of the semester, you’ll want to get started on it early and work on it throughout the semester, getting reader response along the way
.  The task is (or sounds) simple: compose at least three public arguments in whatever form is appropriate to your audience and purpose
.  Note that the purpose and audience you choose will supply the evaluative criteria we’ll use to assess your work
.  For example, if you write a letter to your senator, we will need to determine what makes for an effective letter of this kind.  I’ll expect you to discuss your understanding of the genre explicitly in your author’s notes (required for each draft of each project
).  


Each argument should go through at least two substantial drafts.  This means you’ll have to manage your time wisely and seek out reader response when you need it.  (I’m happy to read and respond to drafts at any time, and I will try to protect some class time as well for response work
.)


Each argument must be in a different form, and at least one must incorporate visual, digital, or multimedia argumentation (we’ll discuss form all semester long; see below for some visual/digital/multimedia ideas
).  All told, these pieces should be the rough equivalent of 7-10 double-spaced pages
. 


I won’t require you to send/post these pieces, but I do ask you to develop them as though you would—and perhaps, when all is said and done, you will. 

Some visual/digital/multimedia forms:
· Webpages (including mock-ups)

· Photoessays

· Posters

· Flyers

· Brochures

· Advertisements (print, tv, radio)

· Collages

· Multigenre essay

· Blogs

· Comics/graphic stories or novels

· Editorial cartoons

· Wikipedia entries

· Short films

· Book covers

· Music compilation with liner notes

· “This I Believe” audio essays

· Radio plays

�Assignment gives students a sense of the time it will take to complete this project. 


�Assignment clearly emphasizes the main task and indicates that students will be responsible for developing their own audience and purpose within the parameters of the assignment. 


�Assignment indicates that evaluation criteria will be determined based on the audience and purpose student chooses and provides an example. 


�Assignment gives students the chance to control the genre, audience and purpose, and thus the evaluation criteria for their writing.  Indicates what kinds of “process” material the teacher is expecting (i.e. author’s notes)


�Assignment explains teacher’s expectations of process in terms of drafting and seeking out reader response.  Indicates there will be time in class for peer response and the teacher will respond when the writer decides he/she needs it. 


�Assignment specifies the form/genre guidelines for the project, and gives students guidance in choosing. 


�Specifies the length of project. 





